stock sUdo conttames at AFM 

AMMAN (R) — Share prices in Amman continued to faO on 
Tuesday, troubled by apparent government indifFerenee to a slide 
triggered by the pic^nsal of a caiMtal gains tax. Tbt generel price 
index of die Amman Fmandal Market (AIH^ at 143 39 

points, down 0.69 per cent in the half-day Tue^y trading 
from 144.39 on Monday. Brokers said traders were concerned by 
remarks this week by prime minister Abdul Majali when he 
replied to questioos about the siide triggered by the proposed tax 
by saying that someone’s loss is another one’s gain. ’The investots 
can’t understand what is the porition of the government,” said one 
broker. ”^e they crying to push the market down?” Traders fear 
Dr. Majali’s comments mean the government will mess on widi a 
draft law u> tax capcal gains on shares held by finangj^ ; instimtioas 
at rates rangwg from 35 to 40per cent. Trading was Ught with 360 
contracts executed for 142,007 shares. The vdue of^s^ traded 
in the single session was JD 414,823, down sh^ly from JD 
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Nabulsi: Reserves situation strong; 

AMMAN (Petra) — Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammd Al Nabulsi said Tuesday the financial and monetary 
situation in Jordan was stronger dian any time in the past. In a 
lecture he delivered at Amman Rotaiy Gub, Dr. Nabulsi said 
Jordan bad come out triumphant in the battle of challenges which 
it had been facing since the beginning of this year when its foreign 
currency reserves dropped. Dr. Nabulsi said the CBJ regained 
over the past two months S150 million of its foreign currency 
reserve. Foreign currency is flowing to the CBJ and all the lost 
reserves would be recovered by the end of September, Dr. Nabulsi 
said. “The challenges facing us were dealing with p<riitical issues. 
However, we were able to overcome these challenges.” Dr. 
Nabulsi stressed that the CBJ will not be taken b>' surprise. He 
pointed out that Jordan has more than S1.4 billion worth of gold 
and foreign currency reserves. 
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Jordan, Israel end talks 
describing results as positive 



Cairo conference adopts 
plan on population control 


CombiBed diqMtdies 

JORDAN AND ISRAEL on 
Tuesdqr ended two da^ of 
negotiations on a multitude 
of Ulateral issues with both 
sidtt doscriUng the outcome 
ai the talks as positive. 

Fayez Tarawneh, Jordan's 
diief delegate, told reporters 
in HireEias in northern &rad 
where the talks were held 
that the two sides “discnssed 
thoroughly all subjects on the 
agendas of the (Jordanian- 
laaeli) b^eral committee 
and the (Jordanian- 
American-lsraeli) trilateral 
committee meetings." 

“Discussions al» covered 
major issues such as water, 
boundaries and territories," 
Dr. Tarawneh said. “Some 
gaps were bridged in some 
areas.” 

Etyaldm Rubinstein, head 
of the Israeli delegation, also 
described the talks as serious 
and positive and said both 
parties had “genuine desire 
to make progress on the va- 
rious issues under discus- 
sion." 

Tbe negotiators have 
agreed to open a second bor- 
der crosring between the two 
countries. 

Meeting at a conference 
centre on the riiores of tbe 
Sea of Galilee, negotiators 
agreed that tbe new crosring 
would be at the Sheikh Hn&- 
seio Bridn, 24 Idlometres 
south of the sea, and would 
opM by tbe end of October. 

Yosa Gal, spokesman for 
tbe Israelis, said the diird 


crossing wfl] be subjected to 
die same restrictions as die 
King Hussein Bridge and the 
recendy opened crossing near 
the resorts of Eilat and 
Aqaba. Bulldozers have 
started working on the road. 

Jordan started letting 
Israelis who h^ citizenship 
from a third country into 
Jordan after dedarii^ an end 
to die state of war srith die 
Jewish state in July. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Ral^, who is also interior 
minister, rigned an order 
making it le^ for Israelis 
bolding a foreign passport to 
visit Jordan, Israel Radio 
said. The Jerusalem Post said 
Jordan agreed to this move. 

Mr. Rubinstein said on 
Israel rado that ^i^ rused 
the possibility of PalKdmans 
joining what would become 
trilat^ talks on economic 
matters. 

“We will continue discus- 
sing this as a potratiaily im- 
portant matter. It is not plan- 
ned for this session and if it 
does happen it won’t be b^ 
fore Ooober," Mr. Rubin- 
stein said. 

An ^eement on aviation 
ri^ts was delayed because of 
disagreements over the alti- 
tude Jordanian planes could 
overfly Israel, an Israeli dele- 
.gate said. 

“The variety of (aviation) 
interests will have to be re- 
conciled," said Eitan Bent- 
sur, the director-general of 
IstkI’s foreign mixustry. 

Jordanian spokesman Mar- 
wan Muasber said Jordan’s 


position on borders with 
Israel is based on dear prind- 
ples and firm determination 
to regaih full sovereignty on 
all Jordanian lands. 

Dr. Muasber said that a 
technical committee con- 
tinued its examination of the 
question of bonlers but had 
not finished its work. 

A j<^ committee on the 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley is due to meet 
witii die American side soon 
to put tbe finishing toucbes to 
a joint working paper and it is 
hoped that the final version 
of the plan would be finalised 
by^ the end of September, he 
said. 

The most important pro- 
jects to be implemented in 
the Jordan Valley, Dr. 
Muasher said, indude a Red- 
Dead Sea canal, which is a 
hu|e project requiring inter- 
national fimding since the 
two sides cannot come up 
with the required funds, esti- 
mated at $1.5 billion to $3 
billion. 

“Should this project be im- 
plemcDted the Dead Sea would 
be restored to its natural 
position that existed at the 
start of tbe present century, 
and the project would gener- 
ate vast amounts of energy," 
he said. 

As to commercial ex- 
changes, the two sides agreed 
on allowing Jordan to export 
goods to the West Bank, 
something which Israel had 
banned to date, tiie spokes- 
man noted. 

However, he added, the 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Vit- 
zhak Rabin says he has de- 
tected a shift in Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad's stance 
in favour of peace. 

Mr. Rabin made the com- 
ments in a televised link up 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton late Monday. 

Referring to a speech by 
the Syrian leader on Satur- 
day, Mr. Rabin said: “In the 
past we used always not to 
refer to what thp Arab lead- 
ers, ministers are speaking 
^noad, but what they did say 
in Arabic to their own peo- 
ple. 

“And President Assad 
spoke about a strategy of 
peace, and accepting the 
objective conditions of 
pe^, he did not speak of 
normalisation, but it is a 
sli^t change in their public 
diploma^.” 

Mr. Assad told parliament 
that S 3 [ria was ’’aware of the 
objective requirements of 
and is ready to con- 
to the requirements on 
which an accord will be 
based." 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres hailed the comments as 
a “declaration of peace” and 
called to a new approach to 
find an accord with Syria. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton 
called on Arab countries to 
drop their ban on trade with 
Israel. 

’*We have the ri^t to ex- 
pect tiiat the participants in 
tbe peace pioc^ will resp^ 
their oommitsieDts,’’ be said. 

“We also hope that ail 
those in ^ region who have 
been urging us to continue to 
play an energetic role will do 
their pan too. in particnlar in 
taldng steps now to disman- 
tle the Arab boycott of 
Israel.’’ 

Bat Lebanese Foreign 
Ministtr Fares Bouez, in an 
interview published in Beirut 
on Tuesday, urged Arab oil- 
producing states to keep up 
the boyM saying it was a 
key negotiating caid in Arab 
hands. 

“(We) should not give in to 
intematxonai pressure which 
is aimed at removing from 
Ar^ hands fliis key card," 
be said. 


implementation of the agree- 
ment depends on an agr^ 
ment with the Palestinian 
side. 

Agreement was reached 
with the Israeli side that 
Israel should offer fedlities 
for Palestinian merchants 
wishing to import goods iiom 
Jordim, Dr. Mu^er said. 

On the demarcation of bor- 
ders, be said that the joint 
borders committee has been 
at work in the past weeks and 
agreed on common points for 
unifying tbe maps but not 
points to demarcation of 
borers. 

“This b becanse the two 
sides have their own maps, 
and we should have common 
terms of reference to draw- 
ing up unified maps," he 
^ded. 

Referring to civil aviation, 
he said there was discusaon 
on “experimental corridors" 
but the two rides have not yet 
come to an agreement and 
discussion b continuing on 
thb matter. 

The development of the 
Jordan Valley b to take place 
m tbe of studies of in- 
vestment plans, be said, not- 
ing that each side has its own 
concepts and ideas. There- 
fore plans have to be merg^ 
into integrated plans acquir- 
ing the approval of tbe two 
sides. 

He said the - two sides 
agreed to hold the next meet- 
ing on Sept. 28 and 29 at the 
Dead Sea Hotel on the Jorda- 

(Continned on page 12) 


1q a taped address to Jewiri) 
organisations meeting in Chi- 
cago at tbe weekend, Mr. 
Clinton said that the interna- 
tional community “must do 
all it can to ensure that Arabs 
and IsraeUs realise the full 
benefits of peace." 

“We have the right to ex- 
pect that the participants in 
the peace process live up to 
their commitments. And we 
also hope that all chose in the 
region who have been urging 
us to continue to play an 
energetic role will do their 
part, too," he said. 

“In particular, by taking 
steps now to di^antie the 
Arab boycott of Israel.” 

Clinton praised Arab 
and Israeli leaders for their 
historic moves towards 
peace, singling out King Has- 
san n of Morocco who last 
week began the process of 
estabtishmg diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel. 

Meanwhile, a State De- 
partment spokesman said 
chat Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher would travel 
to tbe Middle East in Octo- 
ber to push forward talks 
between Syria and Braet. 

Spokesman Michael 
MeCturry told a briefing to 
journalbts that Mr. Chrbt- 
opher “would like to tour the 
re^on soon," adding: “I sus- 
pect soon mi^t mean O^o- 
ber.” 

The spokesman voiced 
cantions optimism over Syria. 

“Assad reaffirmed hb wil- 
lingness to make progress but 
... a lot of work remains to be 
done,” Mr. McCurry said. 

Mr. Christopher was sche- 
duled to visit the Middle East 
this month but tbe spokes- 
man said that the tnp was 
unlikely “given the Jewish 
holidays and the schedule 
diat he has at the U.N. 
CieneraJ Assembly." 

The United States wel- 
comes “Syria’s continued 
commitment to the peace 
process,” the spokesman 
said, noting that President 
Assad’s to parliament 
“reaffirmed that Syria has 
made the scrate^c choice for 
peace with Israel they have 
discussed on prior occa- 
sions." 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
U.N. population conference 
on Tuesday approved a 20- 
year plan aimed at curbing 
humanity's burgeoning num- 
bers and stimulating econo- 
mic development. Quibbling 
over language on sex went up 
to the last minute. 

The programme of action 
broadens the approach to 
population control by putting 
It for the first time in the 
context of economic develop- 
ment, environmental protec- 
tion and — especially — 
empowennent of women. 

Egyptian Population 
Minister Maher N^ran de- 
clared the conference closed 
at 6.15 p.m. (1515 GMT), 
saying the conference prog- 
ramme of action would 
“make a major difference in 
the quality of life of the world 
community living today and 
for the happiness of future 
generations." 

Delegates from some 180 
countries adopted the prog- 
ramme by consensus, but 
more than 20 said in tbe final 
day's speeches that they had 
objections over abortion and 

‘Settlers 
planned 
attack on 
Palestinian 
HQ’ 

OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (AFP) — Jewbh 
settlers were planning an 
attack on the East Jeru- 
salem headquarters of the 
Palestinian delegation to 
p>eace talks with Israel, a 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. Ei^t suspects were 
arrested in the last week as 
alleged members of an ex- 
treme right-wing Jewish 
underground network 
which murdered several 
Palestinians. Several men 
were caught outside the 
Orient House headquarters 
with guns and grenades in 
their car just minutes be- 
fore an assault, the Yediot 
Abaronot reported. 
Palestinian secunty men, 
who guard tbe building, 
were among the ta^ts of 
the settlers, tbe daily said, 
quoting sources in the 
Israeli security services. 
Faisal Hu^ini, the West 
Bank leader of Fateh, 
works from Orient House, 
which b owned by hb fami- 
ly. A majority of the sus- 
^cts, including two army 
officers, were from the 
hardline settlement of 
Kimt Arba, home of the 
Hebron mosque killer 
Baruch Goldstein. Tbe set- 
tlers are also suspected of 
murdering five Psuestinians 
in the last year. 


reproductive health provi- 
sions. 

When the final gavel came 
down, the delegates ap- 
plauded the end to nine days 
of work and hard debate. 

Timothy Wirth, a U.S. 
State-Department under- 
secretary and head of the 
U.S. delegation, praised “the 
spirit of Cairo" and added: 
“In time, all nations wnll 
come to understand the pro- 
found change ... of the prog- 
ramme we approved today." 

The Vatican, which led the 
fight to water down wording 
on sexual issues, announced 
it was joining the consensus 
on certain parts of the docu- 
ment, a softening of its rejec- 
tion of U.N. population 
documents in 1974 and 1984. 

But the Vatican delegate, 
Archbishop Renato Martino, 
said the Holy See could not 
si^port any sections “recog- 
nising abortion as a dimen- 
sion of population policy and 
primary health care." He also 
rejected wording the Vatican 
reads as appro^g extramar- 
ital sex. 

Muslim and Roman Catho- 
lic nations expressing objec- 


tions in Tuesday's session 
were not rejecting the report, 
but only listing “reserva- 
tions" under U.N. rules. It 
was not immediately clear 
how many of the reservations 
would b^me footnotes to 
the document. 

In announcing tbe Vati- 
can’s stand, Archbishop Mar- 
tino said tbe Holy See 
“wishes in some way to join, 
even if in an incomplete or 
partial way,” the consensus 
on the report. 

He said the Vatican would 
support sections on the femi- 
ly. sustainable development, 
the empowerment of women 
and migration. 

Fuzzing language to 
accommodate the Vatican 
and Muslim nations had 
brought complaints from 
some Western delegations 
that wanted stronger stands 
on sexual rights. 

Muslim countries, includ- 
ing tbe host nation Egypt, 
criticised use of the word 
“individuals" in a section on 
sexual activity. Muslims have 
argued thb suggests approval 
for extramarital relations (see 
page 12). 


The leader of the Iranir.n 
deleeation, Mohammad .W\ 
Taskniri, argued that “this 
document, with all the posi- 
tive aspects it contains, does 
not take into consideratic r: 
the role of religious beliefs 
and systems." 

El Salvador, Malta and 
Colombia expressed reserv a- 
tions about a long debated 
chapter on abortion, aimed at 
ensuring the procedure w-s« 
carried out safely. They were 
joined by several Muslim 
countries.’ 

The conference’s plan will 
not be binding on the nations 
that agree to it. But delegates 
say it carries a “moral 
weight” and gives new 
ammunition to politicians 
and private groups to lobby 
for change. 

Nafis Sadik. secretary- 
general of the conference, 
told reporters she was satis- 
fied with the debate. 

“All the revisions, they 
really don't change the sense 
of any of it, and I believ-e that 
the s^rit for implementing it 
is very much there." she told 
a pre» conference. 


Peres, Arafat vow 
to break deadlock 


OSLO (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres and Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat vowed 
on Tuesday to try to break a 
deadlock over Jerusalem 
whidi c(^d unblock aid to 
Palestinian self-rule projects. 

Both leaders arrived in 
Oslo to have ratks with each 
other, international donors 
and Norwegian mediators ex- 
aetty one year after an Israel- 
PLO peace accord was signed 
in Washington. 

Originally invited to attend 
a concert marl^g the first 
anniversary <k the historic 
paa, tiieir virit took on a 
sense - of urgenqr after the 
collapse of udks 1^ Friday of 
an international meeting in 
Parb on Palestinian develop- 
ment projects and financial 
issues. 

Etiss^reement between the 
PLO and Israel over 
Jerusalcffl meant the meeting 
was adjourned without any 
tfiscussion of development 
projects and financial issutt. 

“'^ere there b a will 
there b a way,” Mr. Arafet 
Urid reporters at Oslo airport. 


saying he expected a great 
d^ from fab Oslo meetings- 
The Worid Bank called off 
the Parb meeting, design^ 
to pay out some of tiie aid 
pledgra to Palestinians to 
cover tbe costs of administer- 
ing self-rule territories, after 
Israel and the PLO clashed 
over Jerusalem. 

Israel, which regains Jeru- 
salem as its “indivisible and 
eternal capital," insisted on 
the removal ^ projects in 
East Jerusalem from the 
Palestinian 1995 budgeL 
The Palestinians refused, 
saying they did not want to 
accept a precedent that 
donors conld not fond pro- 
jects in East Jerusalem, 
whi^ they view as the future 
capital of a Palestinian state. 

Mr. Peres told a news con- 
ference be was intent on solv- 
ing tbe problem, indicating 
the main bsue was how 
money should be channelied 
to Eak Jerusalem. “We shall 
look for a solution and not 
extend a quarrel," be said. 

Asked ii the controveirial 
fundfog could be kept in the 

(Cotttiniied on page 12) 


Hardliners strike 
to oppose self-rule 


RAMALLAH, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Hardline Palestinians dosed 
down busmeses in the occu- 
med West Bank town of 
Rawiniiah mth a strike on 
*niesday’s first anniversaxy of 
the Palestinian self-rule 
accord. 

The Islamic Resistance 
^fovement (Hamas), which 
opposes tiie autonomy agree- 
ment and b pursing the 
armed struggle against Israel, 

called stqspage. 

and buanesses shut 
but sdtoob remained opm 

fown of about 50,000 inhabi- 
tants. 

Israel and tbe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
si^ed tbe declaration of 
piadples to antonomy in 
Washington on Sept. 13, 


Palestinian refugees and 
bardlinezs in Lebanon also 
rnaiked the fust anniversary 
of the fabtoric peace accord 
with Israel witit p ro tests and 
angry denondations. 

m Syria, three Palestinian 
factions issued statements 
atmeking the agreement tiiat 
led to this ye^s implementa- 
tion of Palestinian self-rule in 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

George Habash, leader of 
tiie Pt^ular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, said 
the accord formed a “dark 
page" in the history of the 
Faiestiman national struggle. 

His sentiments were 
echoed in separate state- 
ments issued Iw Ahmad Jlb- 
lil’s Poi>ular Ftom for the 
Liberation of Palestine- 

rContfamed on page 12) 


Rabin detects 
‘shift’ in Syria 


Bouez: Too eariy for 
direct peace talks 


BEIRUT (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Farb Booez said 
Tuesday it was currently “un- 
justifiable" to engage in high- 
level, direct negotiations with 
Israel. 

Low-level talks have been 
stalled since February and 
the United States has been 
acting as intermediaty to help 
restart the negotiations. 

Mr. Bouez, in a news con- 
ference before heading to 
Egypt for a meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers due 
to begin Wednesday, also 
argued that the Arab econo- 
mic boycott of the Jewish 
state be maintained. 

Lifting the boycott, in 
force rince brael was created 
in 1948, would strip the 
Arabs of a bargaining chip in 
the^ieace process, Mr. Bouez 

“We beUeve this is a kind 
of surrender by the Arab side 
that falls outside the 
frametvork of serious nego- 
tiations," Mr. Bouez said. 

In a related development. 
President Elias Hrawi re- 
ceived a message from the 
Clinton administration Tues- 
day, state-run Beirut radio 
said. 

Tbe message, whose con- 
tents were not divulged, was 
delivered by the U.S. charge 
d’a^res in Beirut, Vincent 
Battie. 

Areb-Israeli negotiations 
have been conducted in re- 
cent months through U.S. 
Secretary of State Wanen 
Christopher or hb emissaries 


in shuttle missions between 
Israel and Syria. 

In hb news conference, 
Mr. Bouez spoke of an 
“American dynambm in the 
negotiations" and of further 
progress in the calks, begun 
three years ago at a Middle 
East peace conference in 
Madrid. Spain. 

But the foreign minuter 
said more discussions were 
needed before Lebanon 
moves to direct, high-level 
negotiations with Israel, as 
the Palestinians and Jordw 
have done. 

“We believe chat any high- 
level direct negotiations are 
unjustifiable as long as tiie 
principles and founebtions of 
the peace process aze subject 
to interpretation by Israel,” 
he said. 

Talk of upgrading tbe 
negotiations — to the foreign 
ministers' level, according to 
media reports — could only 
be raised “when there is at 
least a clear Israeli oommit- 
ment” to a complete with- 
drawal from occupied Arab 
lands, Mr. Bouez said. 

Mr. Bouez said Lebanon 
has rejected several Israeli 
withdrawal offers because 
they lacked a dear commit- 
ment to a complete pullout 
according to a fb^ timetable 
that would enable the 
Lebanese government to 
spread its authority over tte 

evacuated areas. 

Israel has occupied a 
(1,100-square-kilometre) 
border strip in south Leba- 


non since 1985 as a “security 
zone” to guard against cross- 
border guerrilla attacks. 

The area is patrolled by 
braeli troops and 2.5C0 
militiamen of the surrogate 
South Lebanon Army. 

brael has offered a con- 
(htional pullback from the 
area and demanded that the 
Lebanese government euro 
on what b now the last active 
Arab-braeli w*ar firont. 

The Beirut government, 
which suppons guerrillas 
seeking to dislodge the 
braelb and their local allies 
feom the south, has said it 
will not curb the attacks be- 
fore a full withdrawal. 


Benin hopefiil 

In Assisi, Italy, an Israeli 
offidal said Monday he was 
hopeful of a breakthrough 
with Syria in the coming 
months. 

“They (relations) are the 
closest as they have ever been 
because we have a common 
denominator: Israel is read\- 
to withdraw (from tiie Golan 
Heights) ... and Sj-ria is readv 
to make peace.” Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Berlin 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Beilin spoke at a con- 
ference sponsored bv the 
community of 8^ Egidio. a 
^me-bas^ group promoi- 
ing dialogue and cooperation 
among faiths. 
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Middle East peace still fragile one year on 

jy Robert Mahoney entist at Nablus University. town Hke Hebron when 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israel is scrambling to 
train diplomats to fill a flood 
of new embassies. Its econo- 


Its armed forces are taking 
delivery of the most sophisti' 
cated American weaponry 
and U.S.-backed loans are 
helping to finance the biggest 
economic overhaul in the 
Jewish state's near half cen- 
tury of existence. 

One year after Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat shook 
hands at the White Hoose, 
Israel is consolidating its poli- 
tical and economic bold in 
t^e Middle East and 
poi^.. an international hn- 
s^e tan>-'bed by its occupa- 
tion of Arab land. 

Palestinians, meanwhile, 
are still to build the ■ 

institutions an^ ' the 
money to nm the limited 
self-nile Israel granted them 
in the declaration of princi- 
ples, a loose frameworl: 
accord negotiated in secret in 
Oslo and sealed in Washing- 
ton on Sept. 13 last year. 

The first stages of the 
accord have been achieved. 



Syrian author Farodc Mai^onna (r^) is festival erf Arab and Israefi poets hdd in 
grerted by Isradi Presi^t Erez Wabman at a occofned Jemsalem <mi Memdgy as a ^^salote to 
peace** fAFP photo) 


although months behind 
si^edule. Israel has pulled its 
army out of the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, and Mr. Arafat 
has returned. 

The world would like to 
think the Palestinian problem 
is solved and peace is coming 
to the Middle East. Israel, 
Liuking in the new warmth of 
international acceptance, is 
keen to encourage this'beUef. 

Arab states are weary of 
the Palestinian issue and 


want to exploit the new eco- 
nomic and political opportu- 
nities of tile post-communist 
Middle East, Israelis argue. 

Once Syria follows Egypt, 
Jordan and the PLO in mak- 
ing a deal with its Jewish 
neighbour, up to 20 Arab and 
Muslim countries will rush to 
establish ties with Israel, they 

^iie Israeli foreign ministiy 
is abuzz with excitement at 
the possibility and sure that 


the deal with the PLO will 
work. - 

“Oslo wfll prevail in Sfdte 


of all the difficulties,** Fore- 
ign Mnister Shimon Peres 
told an u^brat conference of 
seoioT marking the 

accord’s first aonivefsaiy. 

The mood in tiie Pau^- 
nian camp is decidedly div- 
ker. 

“The Oslo agreement is 
about principles only,** said 
Khafil Shqaqi, a political sd-^ 


entist at Nablus University. 
**Agreement on im- 
plementing those prmctples is 
proving for more difficult.*’ 

The two sides are lodced is 
dispute over how to proceed 
to ffie next phase of the 
accord, extending Palestimao 
rule to the rest of the West 
Bank where tens of 
thousands of Jewish settiers 
are dotted among the Arab 
peculation. 

A row over funding 
Palestiman projects in Jeru- 
salem — whose status is not 
<^>en for negotiation for at 
least another two ye^ — is 
al<e holding up vx^ btema- 
cional aid to Gaza and 
.JeridK). 

Tim FIX), fearing an ero- 
sion of popular su|^rt for 
the accord, wants to spe e d up 
its implementation. Israel 
wQ] not agree to this until the 
FLO proves it can guarantee 
seeuiTty. 

In an attempt to break out 
oi this impasse Mr. Anfat is 
calling for PalestiniaD elec- 
tions, which the Oslo accord . 
says can «xly be held once 
Is^l has pulled hs troops 
fiom West Bank towns. 

But Israel is draggii^ its 
feet on elections pending 
proof that Mr. Arafat can - 
deliver on securiQ'. 

Israeli officials agree that 
security guarantees are the 
key to redeplc^ent in tbe 
West Bank, particularly in a 


Foreigners returning to Lebanon but no Americans 


BEIRUT — Its name long 
synonymous with terror, 
Ixbanon is luring foreigners 
again. 

Tourists, reassured by im- 
proved security, are back on 
the beaches and at ancient 
ruins, and butiness people 
are flocking to cash in on the 
post-war rebuilding blitz. 

Belgian waitresses are 
training at a posh Beimt 
hotel, Italian technicians are 
updating the antiquated tele- 
phone system, British en- 
gineers are working on con- 
struction projects, and Brit- 
ish, French ..and Arab pop- 
stars are lining up to perfora. 

Embassies, aid groups, 
foreign airlines and com- 
panies are back or preparing 
to return to Beirut, a play- 
ground for wealthy Euro- 
peans and Arabs before the 
1975-90 civil war turned it 
into a haven for kidnappers 
and bomben. 

European companies are 
profiting from the huge re- 
construction effort, financed 


through the sale of shares in a 
private company and tens of 
milW fms of wUars donated by 
^If countries. 

Some $1.8 billion alone is 
being spent to r^ and re- 
build Beirut's devastated 
commercial centre. The res- 
toration of phone, sewage, 
electricity and water systems 
will cost hundreds of mil- 
lions. 

American businesses are 
losing out. Washington has 
banned Americans frtMn us- 
ing U.S. passports to travel to 
Lebanon since 1987 and few 
companies have tried to get 
around the restrictions. 

There are no exact figures 
on how many foreigners have 
returned, bat lebonr Minis- 
tiy figures show 615 Wester- 
ners were issued work per- 
mits in 1993. More than 200 
were from France, the former 
colonial power in Lebanon: 
Only 24 were Americans. 

While Lebanon has not re- ' 
turned to the pre-war days 
when 500,000 or so foreigners 
visited each year, more and 
more Westerners are seen on 
the streets, in restaurants, at 


nightclubs and at toorist sites. 

“At tbe first moments 
there was a flutter of fear, 
because Beirut doesn't have a 
good reputation,** said Zoo- 
chi A1 Mamo, a 42-year-old 
Italian engineer. 

'‘But that p^sed quickly,” 
said Mr. Mamo, who ^v^ 
three months ago to work for 
Siemens, the ^rerman elec- 
tronics company that is re- 
building Beirut's telephone 
network. 

Brian Whitbread, 41, a 
British construction en-. 
oneer, was among the. first 
Westerners to return, in 
1991. 

“It’s getting better and bet- 
ter all the time,'' he said. 


Three years ago, tbe gov- 
ernment disanned oxjst of 
the militiamen Who had 
tiirn^ Lebanon into a kil^g 
ground. 

One militia, however, still 
has Its weapons — the fierce- 
ly fundamentalist Islamic 
warriors of Hizboliah, vriio 
are supported by Iran. 


Hizbollah!s bedrock of 
support is Lebanon's pc^ti- 
csdly and economic^y dep- 
rived Shiite Muslim sect. 
They are the people who 
mwned most <rf the groau 
that iddoaiq>ed nearly 100 
Westerners durhig the dvil 
war. 

The Americans paid dearly 
in Beirut and are taking no 
diances. 

Suicide car-bomb attacks 
on two U.S. emba^ fauild- 
ings azKl a U.S. Marine Corps 
base in 1983-84 kiUed 260 
Americans. Seventeen 
Americans were kidnajiped 
between 1983 ai^ 1987, three 
died ■ in c^vhy. The last 
American hostage * former 
Associated Press correspon- 
dent Terry Anderson — was 
released in 1991.- 

Tbe State Efepaitment sa^ 
Lebanon remains a danger- 
ous piece and on Aug. 31 
renev^ its travel ban. 

De^ite the restrictions, 
rdxnit 40,000 Americans vi- 
sited Lebanon last year, 
according to Lebanese- 
American groups. Most were 
of Lebanese descent. 


While corporate America 
respects the travel ban, smal- 
ler companies are ignoring iL 

Karen, an American whose 
grandfather was bom in 
Lebanon, eame to Beixut tins 
summer to market ber com- 
pany's luxury line of hmne 


f*You can see a lot of im- 
proyements since I visited 
last year in terms of lo^, 
repairs and construction,” 
sbe said. 

She asked that her latt 
name and her company’s 
name be withheld because of 
die travel ban. 

Tour buses have become 
common sights at tbe Roman 
ruins in Baalbek, retracing 
the bearded gunmen who 
made die Bekaa Valley town 
in eastern Lebanon their 

StTOD^IOld. 

“There is nothing to worry 
about,** said Jonmana Bas- , 
bous of Nakfaal Tours, whose 
clients come mainly from . 
France and Italy. | 


town Hke Hebron where set- 
tlers live in the nsiddle of the 
Arab population. 

Privat^ PLO officials re- 
sent what they see as Israel’s 
veto over the progress of the 
accord but they admowlec^ 
that they have little chmee 
but to stick with die agree- 
ment. 

Palestinian opposition 
eroups seize on this as proof 
mat the Palestinians came off 
the poorer in the deal tridi 
Israel. 

“Objectively Israel got 
most of what it wanted,” 
Shqaqi said. “It got out of the 
jm^le of Gaza, won intema- 
tionai support and is now 
ofMoing lip to the worid,” he 

SM. 

Palestiniaiis got the first 
bnOding blodcs of a new na- 
tion bnt the scales were still 
tipped in IsraePs fevour. 

Israel, eager to continue 
makxng inroads to die Arab 
Worid, wants to portray Oslo 
a “win-win” bai^^. 

“All these aonevements 
would have been hnpossible 
if this had been a one-rided 
deal,** said Uri Savir, 
directOT-general of the Israeli 
fbtei^ ministry. 

“It is not for me to give the 
Palestinian balance sheet, ex- 
that the that we 
signed was one that ^ve 
baefits to both sides afriefa is 
tbe premise for any success,** 
he said. 


Police want 
new recruits 
in West Bank 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Police Minuter Mosbe Shah- 
al called Taesday for 
tbonsands of addition^ bor- 
der poiice to be recruited to 
patrol the West Bank in t^ 
coming months as Palestinian 
setf-rale spreads. “The rede- 
ployment of the army from 
built-np P alestinian areas on 
ffie West Bank will require 
the reenntment and dq>k^- 
ment of thousands of borte 
guards,** he said. The men 
were needed to maintain 
securi^ on roads and around 
Israeli areas, Mr. Sbahal told 
Israel Radio. He was refer- 
ring not only to Jewish set- 
tlers but also four land corri- 
dors to enable Palestinians to 
travel in safety between 
Jericho and tbe Gaza Strip. 
Mr. Sbahal said 800 border 
gumxJs bad alrea^ been re- 
cruited but their numbers 
were not enough. - 



Lebanon charges Israel 
with systematic art theft 


Tales from tbe South — an artistic side to tbe ICPD 


FrtMn Mariam M. Sfaahin 
in Cairo 

AT A cooference where 
stories of foiled abortions, 
honors of female drcumci- 
sioD. paiiu of forced ster- 
ilisation and obstruction of 
human ri^ts have held cen- 
tre stage for tbe p^ 10 
days a weekend showing of 
“cinema and development 
from tbe Third World,” 
with tales of both love and 
sorrow came as'a welcome 
change. 

Tales told by filmmakers 
from Palestine, Mozambi- 
que, Haiti and India re- 
count stories about seve^ 
of the conference's toi»cs 
— migration, poverty, re- 
source depletion and tbe 
environment. 

Driven by hunger, war 
and love, heros of the tales 
from the Third World take 
different routes to fiU^ 
their hearts desires and pro- 


vide for thefr chiidren lest 
they die of want. South to 
South, land* to sea journeys 
in the'Third Worid are long 
and arduous. 

“Tbe Tale of Three Lost 
Jewels,” a television movie 
directed by Palestinian 
Michel Khleifi, “Descninen 
— Dialogue with Deadi,’*. 
directed by Haitian Raoiil 
Peck, “The Tree of Our 
Forefothers,*' directed by 
Mozambican Licinio 
Azevedo, and “The Legai^ 
of Maltfaus” directed In- 
dia's Deepa Dfaanraj made 
their debut at the confer- 
ence this week. 

Already shown on Egyp- 
tian Television tbe day the 
conference opened, the 
four films are part of a 
series of “developing stor- 
ies” — co-prodneed by the 
BBC with Television Trust 
for the Environment (T^) 
and conmiissioned One 
World Group of Bremdeas- 
ters, a oonsortiom of Euro- 


pean public service TV sta- 
tions, to a platform to 
filmmakeis from the de- 
velofnng world to reflect ' 
how the South perceives 
developmental issues. 

The four movies are cur- 
rently being broadcast in 15 
European countries. TVE, 
fhm nj^ its subsidfred dis- 
tribution service, is makuig 
the series avaflable to TV 
stations and for educational 
use throughout the ■ de- 
vekping world. 


The Tale of- the Three 
Lost Jewels is set in Gaza 
before self-rule. As Mr. 
Khleifi has used a love story 
as a medinm for Us mes- 
sage. .This time, however, 
tbe hero of the story is a 
young boy rather than a 
woman. Ckught in adoles- 
cent love, a 12 ^ear-old 
Yousef, a refu g ee from one 
of Gaza's many squalid 


■ camps, is lookh^ for the 
lost jewels of his beloved 
Aida’s grandmother. 

Aida, a ghi his own age 
from the . Palestinian 
Gounti^-side, has told hiin 

tlmt his dre^ of marrying 

her when they grow up w^ 
only be possible if be man- 
ages to procure ber grand- 
mother's jewels, which 
Aida believes are lost in 
South America. 

Yousef does all he can to 
find a venue to reach tbe 
for-off continent to meet 
die demands of the young 
^ that he hopes will be- 
come his - bride. While it 
seems so ve^ simple a 
reason to migrate, bow 
. many men- in. the Arab 
Worid migrate to the Gulf 
to seek that very thing — 
for a bride? 

Yousef is caugbt between 
the roponsibilities of caring . 
for his mother and sister. 
IBs father is in jtdl and his 
brother a furtive from ^ 


Israeli authorities'. Yet even 
under such cfrcomstance 
the s ti c iigtli of fore is all 
prevailiiig. 

In his effort to reach 
Latin America be is can^t 
in an shipping contaiiier 
bound for that contmeot 
wfaen an Israeli curfew is 
dedared. Aida finds out 
that her 'grandtiiother*s 
jewels are not in Latin 
America at aD but were left 
behind in her parent’s benne 
city (rf Ja& wnen tbe fomily. 
was forced to flee during 
tbe 1948 war. The Israelis 
took not only the city but its 
jewels as well. 

As timely, if not more 
urgent in many ways, is 
P^’s film “D^nnen — 
Dialogic whb Death.” Set 
in Hsffti, tbe story tells the 
tale of an old man who 
trarels through a de crepi d 
cc^tiyside with fab only 
companion — death. 
TdBsdieT tiiey meet a cross- 


section of Haitians who 
have defied and survived 
tbe fete imposed on them 
1^ mmiense povarpr, en- 
vnomneiital destitutiOD and 
political oppression. 

Indian Dbanraj 

challenges conventional 
wisdom that jropolatioD 
causes destitution and 
poverty in “The L^a^ of 
Mahhus.” Li hb con- 
temporary Indian foimeis 
are not (wy self-suffideot, 
but healthy arid pnotective 
of the environment. 

Tbe plight of refugees m 
the^ 20 th century is ex- 
amined by Mozambican 
director Azevedo. A 
MoEamMcan fosiily forc^ 
to migrate to Mdawi as a 
result of the dvil war in 
their country, retnin home 
after nine yeais ^ exile. 
''Tbe Tkee of Out For^ 
fathers” documents the 
perib of forced migration 
and in thb case a return. 


BEIRUT (R) Lebanon 
has repeated its charge that 
Israeli occupation fbr^ 
tematicariy looted its 
archaeological sites during 
the 1980s and it vowed to 
seek Interpol’s help to recov- 
er stolen treasures worth mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Israeli forces carried out 
archaeological piUa» in tbe 
eastern Bekaa Vmley and 
South Lebanon durhm their 
1982-85 occupation, C^tnre 
Minister Midbel Edde says. 

He accused Israel of con- 
niving with an “intematioDal 
mafir’ of unscrupulous 
pie in tile art world to 5{nrit 
artefacts abroad. 

“Israel’s occupation forces 
indulged in a general pillage 
of ardiaeologi^ sites wbm 
tbe Lebanese government 
bad undertaken excavations, 
notably in tbe reaon of Tyre 
^d at Kamed AlLoz ftn the 
Bekaa),” Mr. Edee s^. 

Addressing a ratbeiing in 
the Bekaa town erf Baalbek at 
tbe weekend, be said statues 
from tbe 4th century BC 
Temple of Eshmoim near 
Sidon were stofon and sent to 
Zorich. 

Esbmoun was a 
Hellenbtic-Persian god of 
health and many statues of 
children were found the tem- 
ple site. 

“Tbe foraelb were able, 
with the oonnivance of toe 
inteniational mafia, to take 
out of the country an 
archaeological treasure esti- 
mated at millioiis of dollars 
and we are going to try, 
throng Interpol, to recover 
what has bera stolen frtMn 
us,” Mr. Edde said. 


In contrast, Mr. Edde 
thanked Syrian troops oov 
deployed in tbe Bqkaa Valkr 
for helping to protect tb 
spe ct acnlar Roman temples 
(rf Jupiter and Bacebns at 
Baalbek, which be callri 
“tbe main archaeologica! 
centre of the Middle East' 

Mr. Edde said the govecn- 
ment was trying to reqofvu 
archaeological treastucK 
from tbe Kamed A 1 Loe alt 
sent to Gennany for pzot» 
tion during the 197^90 dvi 
war by tbe D^^ectorat^ 
General of Antiquities. 

He also wamM Lebanese 
citizens against looting 
archaeological sites, many d 
which are ungumded and 
have not been profesaonaB} 
excavated. 

He said everything nnder* 
ground belonged to tbe stas 
and anyone finding an arte 
fact should inform 
director-general of anti- 
quities and would receive s 
reward of 30 per cent of ib 
value. 

Measures had been tain 
at Beirut airport and frontie 
posts to prevent smng^iog a 
archaeological artefacts 
abroad, Mr. Edde said. 
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St. Joseph Cbarcb Tc>. 624S90. 


De le Salle Cburdk Tel. 6617S7 


AacUcu Cburcb Tel. 630BS1. Tcl. 


6S2S26. 

Evni|elical Lstbenh Qniitli Td: 
S24328. 

ni CTiMwcp— fcMM. g wMipallfl rtm- 

Ereptha Td: 6l4I95 
Tbe CbBTcfa of Jem Cbrist of 
Latter-Day Sbfaus Td. 654932 
Chorcta or Naarme Tel.67S69l. 
Tbe Ei aiig e lkd Local Cborcb fai 


Bulkiin supplied by ibe Depart- 
lacat of Meteorology. 

Hot and dry weather oondliioiis 
will prevail with winds southwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
^ 4 with winds southerly moderate 
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Gvil Dcrcncc Department 661111 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

' Dr. Waiid A1 Masri 

Dr. Hishain Kan'an 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwnd ... 

Or. Adnan Zaghknil 

Firas pharmacy 

Perdew phannacy 

Al Asema pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcisaiii pbaimacy 

Nairoujh pharmacy 


Dr. Mohammad Al Hilu .... 279773 

AlQudsphann^ f— 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fawaa Hamdallah 903644 

Khalifeh dtarmacy 9SS4I7 


Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood £nk. 775121 

Highway Potke S43401 

Traffic A^cc 896390 

Public Security Departmoit 6 3itol 

Hotel Compiainis 6QSS00 . 

Price CompWats 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 877467 

Amman Miinicqnlity 

ComplainB 787111 

•Tcicpbonc Infonoatioa 

(dmctonassstaacc) :. 121 

OveiseasC^ 010230 

‘Central Amman- TdC|riionc 

Repairs 621101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs -661101 


AUlch MaKnrity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Ammu Malemily.... 64236Z 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani ...... 664I7I/4 

Shneisam Hospital 669131 

Univenity Hoarial 845845 

Al'Muiiber Hospital 667227/9 

Thc.Uamic. Ab&i 666177/37 

M-Ah2i,AbdaU 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajrocn ... 777101/3 
AI<Basbir.J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 
Array.SMarha 89161 |/1S 


department at the OiwiB Alia la- 
tcmadoaal Airport Tel. {06)S32OO. 
5, where b shoald always be veii- 


. Queen Afia Hospita] .... 603240/50 

Antal Hospiial 674I5S 

ZARQA: 


Jord»v,llc, 28/45 EMERGEMCIBS ' 

Yesterdays high temperatures: * 

Amman 38 Aqaba 39. Humidity FoodConUolGentrc 637m 


Company 636381 

RJ night Informabon .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Zarqa Covi. Homul (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospiial (09)^732 

Al Hjicaa Modem Hospital (09)990990 


Ibe Al Ndea Hetatal (OSlTTiOi) 

AQABA: 

Mxcb Haya Kospit^ (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Taimlnaf 1) - 

09:30 Jeddab (RJ) 

09:30 Dubai. Abu Dbabi ^) 

10:15 LamacafRjj 

lfc25 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 


19:00 Bniasds. Geneva IRJ) 

19:10 — Toronto. Montreal m) 

19:25 Fcankhtrt. Vieiina nU) 

IWjj 

OldO ....CairoiRj) 

Other nights (T erminal 2) 


Royal Jordwiian (RJ) Flights 


22:30 Dubai (m 

00:28 AmstadamOCU 

HIJAZ railway 
TRAIN 

Dep.AoHB... g.-00a.iD. every Mo^ 
AiT.Danasas frfMjLm.emyWmU 
Dfp.Daaami 7j0a.m.cvaySadO 
Arr.Aona .... 5:00p.m. evetySuxh! 

MAHKEr pncES 

Vpper/tower price in fSs per It/- 
/Apple 62»4M 

n»M«iq ...... -.. 

Banana (Mukamntar) 

Cauliflower 240( 

Cucwbers(largc) tSO^ 


.. Damascus (/AZ) 
Lamaca(CY) 
.. Yemen (lY) 


Sanaa(Rjj 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

S?? Beirut. Paris(AF) 

Bdrut(ME) 

S*> 

!** AtaiDtaMtoFi 

**»pial».Kmdii(PK) 

Al!icIS.Shin,dl<AH) 





ARAB BANK 


Established in Jerusalem 1930 


Balance Sheet as of 30 June 1994 and 1993 


Liabilities and 


JOD('OOO) JOD(’OOO) 


Shareholders’ Equity 


JOD ('000) JOD COOO) 


Cash and due from banks 


3,513,264 3i622,415 


Deposits and other accounts 


6,996,234 6,791,678 


Securities and investments 


975,258 810,371 


Acceptances 


104,567 73,203 


Loans and advances 


2,882,059 2,672,794 


Accrued interest payable 


40,402 35,375 


Customers’ liability on 


Other liabilities 


40,808 40,403 


acceptances 


104,567 


Capital 


44,000 44,000 


Premises and equipment 


48,629 


Statutory reserve 


44,000 36,000 


Accrued interest receivable 


45,207 


Voluntary reserve 


75,000 60,000 


Other assets 


General reserve 


269,000 248,000 


Total Assets 


7,614,011 7,328,659 


Total Liabilities and 


Customers’ liability on 


Shareholders’Equity 


7,614,011 7,328,659 


miarantees and letters of credit 2,775,189 2,426,660 


Guarantees and letters of credit 2,775.189 2,426,660 


10,389,200 9,755,319 


10,389,200 9,755,319 


Net profit for the period ended 30 June 1994 and 30 June 1993 
was included in “ Other liabilities “ 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, P.O.BOX 950544-5. 
TELEPHONE : ^7115, 660131, TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793 
















4 World News 


Hindu politician hunted as 
strike hits key Indian state 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER u 


LUCKNOW. India (R) — and which closed huge 


of killing a Muslim opponent 900 miiiion people. 

Tuesday, a day of high ten* Officials and witnesses re- 
sion in Uttar Pradesh state ported numerous minor inct- 
over government job reserva- dents as the strike took a firm 
tion plans. grip on most of the state. 


wanted to open up and police least 10 people have been 
intent on keeping them IdUed in prot^ts agan^ the 
dosed to he^ off trouble, quota plan. 

'''*“**®** Several were killed by 


ip on most ot loe state. stones and protesters halted 
The only exception to ^ several mainline trains by 


Drivers were attacked with polioe ^o fired on people 
ones and protesters halted protesting against a plan 
veral mainline trains by being pushed by Mr. Yaoav's 


ters ^at Banwra Lai Dohre. shutdown was the hfll region squatting on the tracks, coalition government, Miich 

Tibet, where the Schools liad already been twins his leftist Samajwadi 

(BJP) meniMr of the state population is Imgely upper ordered closed until Thurs- Party with the Bahnjan 

assembly, stot d^ the ^ml' S«e and ooooses me olan to day and all buses were Samaj Party that seeks to 


ing pa ry s_ KaJu Patha n in a reserve 27 per cent of govem- 
educational 


caste and opposes the plan to day and all buses 
reserve 27 per cent of govern- ordered off the roads. 


Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis- 


called by the government to opportiinities for the low ter Muiayam Singh Yadav, 
support the controversial castes. rebuffed an appeal from 

jote plai^ Shopkeepers there opened Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 


Uttar Pradesh Home (in- 


Samaj Party that seeks to 
remnsent the lowest castes. 

The furore has led to wide- 
spread roeculatioo that Mr. 
1^0 might fire Mr. Yadav*s 


at the unheard-^ hour of a'mha Rao to call off tiie org 


tenor) Secretary A.P. Singh 5 a.m. and offered a discount strike, pigged firm action 



New Quebec Prime Mbdsta* Jacques 


™ .'iS?’ O' ^ P" 0“ foods ill 

pTOtest at tiic plan, wMdihas 

ov“‘’wheZ\To^ sx. 


should be shut down. 

Mr. Dohre left behind the 
gun be was alleged to have 
used but had vanished and 


to break away from Uttar Pradesh to prevent trouble in 


against troublemakers. Yadav's coalition, Mr. Rao*s 

Thousands of riot police Congress Parw the Jana- 
were deployed across Uttar ta Dal Party, denounced tlm 


state which has seen some 


by jonmalists a^ s u pp orte rs In Quebec as be Frcnch-speaktog Quebec should split from 
celebnitea his party’s victory over Che Liberal BwgjWi-spfaking Canada (AFP photo) 

Quebec separatists win; plan referendum 

S ota plan as a M to ^vide MONTREAL (Agencies) — A survey published Saturday Admitting he could not 
! st^ y class, and the Quebec’s new separatist gov- by the Montreal polling firm comment officially on the in- 


But in the main Uttar 


was ^ing hunted by poUce, Pradesh dtiesrfLu^^ poUtical battlegroimd, pr<>. government. 


Mr. Pathan’s was the only Kanpnr, nearly all shops 


toe capital, i^ahabad and Sncing most of ftidiaVprimc 


But Mr. Yadav said he 


eported by mid- 


e shut and those that tried 


retained enough support to provincial election, 


Canada after scoring a con- now, while only 30 per cent not break apart, 
vincmg victory in Monday’s would say “yes” to independ- The world 


afternoon in a strike with a to open were forced to close In toe latest round of tur- win a vote of confidence in 

high potential for violence again by pro-reservationists. moil in the state, which has toe state assembly. 


Belgium’s Claes set for top NATO job 


The Quebeoois (1^) The Parti Qtiebecois has be said. He sakl differences 
returns to power following recognised this and plans to among people are fine, bnt 
nine ye^ as toe opposition work on improving the eco- shoula not come at the ex- 

after winning 77 of the 12S nomy before it hol& the vote pense of any other g^oap. 


I Qurt>ec's provincial on separation. 


Mr' a Canadian Prime Minister 

prpy^ &ance niiiiistn, ^ 


LONDON (R) — Belgian cer. minute veto or a brand new stronger European defence 47 ggats. " “ provincial finance aiidstia 

Foreign Minister Willy claes The diplomats, based in candidate, both of which are role in toe post-cold war Premier-Elect Jacques said in his victory speech toe 2^ conferenre, ^ed Mr. 
is almost certain to become Brussels and London, told highly unUkely, the Bel^ans world, Mr. dies was backed ^li^u ^d a victory rally economy is a top miority for walcM s reinarp a marve- 

toe next head of NATO after Reuters that the other two appear to have got in sewn initiafly by France and had Monday ni^t he would hold his government ^ 

winning the support of most candidates — toe Nether- up,” said another diplomat mana^ to secure toe sup- a referendum next year to see PQ Vice President Bernard 

European allies and the lands’ Hans Van Den Broek from a NATO country. port of many other alBcs m if (juebeckers want to split Landry said Satuiday the par- . 

accei^ance of the United and Norway's Thorvald Stol- The United States, toe last few days. froni Canada. But mso w plan* to start wort OiretienMi^ of a tour-day 

States, diplomats said Toes- tenberg — were wideljjr ex- NATO’s senuv member, had emphasised that the new meoately “on malteis other Canada. 

day. pected to witodraw quietly, indicated that it would accept Diploiiiats said turning Quebec government would than sovereignty like employ- The two men discussed 

The lunation alhance, fee- periiaps within a few days. Mr. Claes if he emerged as point in his campaign was a work to imporve the eco- ment, manpower training, business opportunities for 

ing big challenges in Bosnia t« **** European candidate meeting of European Union oomy of Canada’s biggest and other imues.” Canadian investment in Po- 

and Eastern Europe, has . th^ Washington was ex- foreign ministers m Germany province. Mr. Parizean made no land as weD as Poland’s bid to 

BAAlrina a orrotarv. Uiat CiaCS IS 106 man, SaiO t/x maVp. a fnr. at tiiA wmVmH . Flewn nf *^a s- i, 


Premier-Elect Jacques said in his victory speech toe 


European allies and the lands’ Hans Van Den Broek from a NATO count^. port of many othe 

acceptance of the United and Norway's Thorvald Stol- The United States, toe last few days. 

States, diplomats said Toes- tenberg — were wideljf ex- NATO’s senior member, had 
day. pected to withdraw quietly, indicated that it would accept Diplomats said ti 


a referendum next year to see PQ Vice President Bernard 


lous improvisation.” 

The Polish leader hul just 
fiiashed brief taiw with Mr. 


I split Lanchy said Saturday the par- 
& ty plis to aart ioit 

new memately “on matters other Canada. 


The 16-nation alliance, fee- peihaps within a few days, 
ing big challenges in Bosnia _„,,rcinc sense i 


been seeking a new secretary- a uiuic lui- <». »» ^iwtvu a ve 

general since Manfred Woer- asKea not to commitment soon, diplo- the 12 EU states are also in popular 

ner died last month after a loenimeo. NATO, with neutral Ireland for toe F 


pected to make a more for- at ^ weekend. Eleven A very slim margin in mention in his victoiy spee^ bec^e part of NATO. 


ner died last month after a 
two-year battle against can- 


“Unless there's a last- A Socialist rtiio support a toe only exception. 


Bangladesh 
strike 
ends amid 
sporadic 
violence 



popular vote — 45 per cent of the “sofenm dedaration” Canada has supported 
for toe PQ and 44 per cent for granting the government a NATO memberriiip for Po- 

toe Liberals — meaiB the mandate to m^e Quebec in- land for some time, Mr. 

separatists will have an uphill dependent. Dn^g the cam- Chretien said, 
tattle to conviDM people in pjign. Mr. Pai^n alumed p ^ 

toe French-Speaking provmoe Quebeckers by vowmg to frn^ fho 

to split froiTS.5fcr^ pass the declaratio7im- 
Mticai analysts had said mediately. “>"• T “ 

the POn^ at least 50 per .And ahtangh he told the ^tave'*S 


ttnt of toe popular vote J 


order to enter into a referen- gun a new diapter in our 
campaign on good foot- histo^,” he stopped short of 


tespectonrpartofthedeal.” 


SS™ tS Mf- Walesa said he is 

Throughout toe campaign. ferendM planr^ for 1995. Sl^i^ 

Violence opinion poiu shSwSd Mr. Parian is expected to 

DHAKA (AFP) A dawn- Q^bcckere who were fed up work quickly over the next , 

to-dosk general strike ended taxes, a rising de- few weeks to form a cabinet “The prii^ minister is very 

in Tuesday »^a ticit and double digit unem- in order to start Ins campaign much aware of all toe argu- 

^radKvfoleiice, tito col- ploytnent were pjanningio towards his ultimate god of ments in fevour of (our) join- 

imnarinn of a fouT-day pTO- for the PQ for a efaan^ independence. in^,” Mr. Walesa said. “The 

test aimmA at hrwigrng clowD ^ government, not as tadt M voters in Quebec were prime minister is also very 
toe government of Prime ^>proval for separation. voting, Polisb President Lech much familiar with the possi- 

Mimrt».r ^aipAa 7ia Ihe poUs also coQsistentiy Walesa said Monday that bilities, the capacities and the 

Strikers and pro- showed that Quebeckers are Canada is an excellent coun- need. We are very happy that 

government forces horled independence, try the way It is. this is the case.” 

homo-made bombs at each ' ' ' — — ' , i. ■ - , — 

Japan to make bid for U.N. Council seat 

ladesb news agency said 

groups of armed men were TOKYO (AFP) — Japan prohibited under our con- Analysts say that some 


“The prime minister is very 


Aerial view taken from toe Washington Moon- White I 


showed that Quebeckers are Canada is an excellent coun- need. We are very happy th«t 

not Fcadv tor indf«n«nft(knn> trv the wav h is ritic ■« rh«> rau, 


gBUKTMq; vu UK ouuui uiwu w HK aiiti-stnke sfogaiis. will formally seek a perma- Chief cabinet secretary and be a counterweight to Ghina, 

* 11 Dhaka’s streets mainly nent seal on toe U.N. Secur- goveniment spokesman Kozo the only other Asian nation 

^umoil VOttS WUllv XlOUSC M nli empty, wide shops schools ity Council tins month, but Igarasbi said the cabinet had with a permanent Council 

^ and most bosioesses were will insist it cannot taka decided to leave the drafting seat. The other four perma- 

ngk IrOYhf GOYAh 'IXTlIl l^omClin OnAYl dosed. pa£t ® militaiy operations. of the U.N. speech to Mr. nent members are Britain, 

TTUR a. ^AIItilBlI ArKJwU Buses were numing with The statement tnggered Kono, who is also deputy France, Russia and the Un- 

V « . ... heavy polioe escorts, but few dissension in Prime Minister prime mimster. ited States. 

WASfflNGTON (USIA) — Ron Noble, assistant treasury to determine... vtoether tins peofrie were nsing tiiem. ToraHchi Murayama’s coa& With the move Mr. Dovish eleoieDts of hfr 
P^ident BiU Intern has secret^ for enforcement, to was a pl^ that ran out of Indents readied tele- tion cabinet and a protest by Murayama, toe first Socialist Muravama’s Soda! Democrat 
Wfete Hoiro cooriinate toe reviw with ps. Did someone tove a phone in Otittagong, Khul- groups fearing that Japan is premier in 47 years, veered tic Party (SDP) also softened 

Vill be kept s^e, wfl] Im toe Federd Bureau of Inv^ attack? — We just na, Rajshalii and Bar^ said sfaeddfog the pacifist prizid- away from a cautious their apnind thm hM «« 

kept open and toe people s tigaaon, the F^ral Avia,- didn t have a good sense of toe sti^e was also followed pies it has espoused sioce its approach to the controversial condition that Jai»n 

business will go on. tion Adnunistration ^d state wtat was involved. Or was it in those dties. defeat in World War II. issue. dear that its constitution^ 

Movine to assure the na- 25“ ' . authorities, a diversion? Was something Witnesses said one man Foreign Minister Yobei Mr. Murayama bad said in not allow it to nlav a mflitanf 


Clinton vows White House wiU ^ 

^ and most bnsuKssea a 

be kept safe, will remain open Buses were numing ^ 

^ ^ heavy polioe escorts, but 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — Ron Noble, assistant treasury to determine... vrtiether tins peo^ were nsiiig tiiem. 
President Bill CUnton has secretly for enforcement, to was a |>lane that ran out of Residents readied by t 
pledged the White House coordinate toe review with gas. Did someone have a phone in r^^gnTig s 


business will go on.” 
Moving to assure the 


and local police authorities, a diver^n? Was something 


tion abom toe security of the sepMe from (else) j^g to come? So we Kras seriously mjnred 

White House after a sinfile- the mvcstigation of the crash immediately put our bomb blast near the 


White House after a single- ™ “^csagmion or me crasn ^mc^aie ly 
engine aircraft crashed on the told 

South Lawn and deposited refers He gave no spei 

its wreckage against toebase ^ J? 

of a White Honse wall Mr lu the most tooTOu^, Mr. M3rer sau 

the pi«^n- exhaustive and complete ^ip^ntiy “to 


pies it has espoused sioce its approach to the controversial condition that Japan 
defeat in World War II. issue. dear that its constitution wOl 

Foreign Minister Yobei Mr, Murayama bad said in not allow it to play a milit^ 

Kono told a cabinet meeting his inaugnral speech in July role. ^ 


high- that he will dedare Japan’s that his goverament would Tbesday's decision, bowev- 


t, w, raergency plan ^ action, seouity government secretar- 1 candidacy in an address be- first seek support from er, drew open critidnn from 

Mr. Noble toW reporters He gave no specifics of toe tat complex. fore the U.N. General Japanese voters and neigh- two of tbe^ enbinet mi^ 


Staff at Dhaka Medical | Assembly in New York on bonring countries in Asia be- ters. 


Mr. Myer said the plane College Hospital said several Sept. 27. 

iparentiy “was stolen from people were treated and “I wishk to say we will 

P Hai^lnivl j i - r i-_ . 


fore launchmg ils^cmdidaCT. Health and Welfere Miiiis- 
terShoichilde.amemberof 


tial residence "an enduring ““““r ??“ *° County airport” charged, bur three, two snf- ectively cooperate with wanted from some South the small New Party SaM- 

^mbol of our democrecy” “■ S?oftta«^’of^ ^*aSed^"“ gake, said in a p^confer- 


toe limits OUT constitution, regiona! toor in Angnst, 


gake, said in a press confer- 
ence after the cabinet mcet- 


that informs people around imw. on iwjgvemng oi oepi. 

toe world that mission frf ^ according 11. He said Confer had been 

aSiS mntio?K^ “ •‘■e identifled by membeis of his 

Amenca continues. Service, had a criminal re- family as weU as by finger- 

Mr. Clinton said it is the cord and a history of alcohol prints. The pilot was dedar^ - 

duty of every president “to abuse. While stressmg the dead as a result of crash 

keep (the House) safe investiption had be- injimes by IVlltterrailCl liaileCl tOr 006110688 • 6111161860 Oil DOSt 

and secure, adding an inves- gun, Mr. Myer said ft did not ammer for the Distnet of Mr 7 vu 


dwd pflcrt, accOTding IL He^Confer tad ^ Unidentified people tor- after making dear that we marked by a consistent meal STttat ‘‘i^rc detate’^ 
to Carl Mjw of toe Spret ^n^ed by membw of Ins died a taxi carrying a repor- cannot take part in action sage of apology for his coun- iSSbcforeJaM^Lt^ 

Ser^ce, h^ a cm^al re- family m well as by finger- ter from an opposition dafly. aimed at using fbrre, wfaicb is try’s wartime acta. the Cbimcil 


tigation is under way “to appear Carder had any poli- Colimtoia. An autopsy has | PARIS (R) — French Prest- 


determine how and why this tick] agenda or any animus not yet been done. 


happened." 

The two-seater Cessna's 
pilot, who was killed in the 
crash, has been identified as 


against Mr. Clinton. 


dent Francois Mitterrand activists in Mr. ^ifitterraiid' 


EnimanneUi, meeting Mr, Koochner said. 


Before taking questions, { won plaudits Tuesday for his fiefdom of Chateau- ated i 


really too eariy to tell,’’ he Mr. Noble told r ep m lei s that courage in the face of cancer, Chinon in Burgundy, said be dictment for ordering a 19^ 


tr said. national defence “that didn’t 

sutwasassassb- refer to the thn^iyanyis of 
while under bi- Jews,” he said, 
ordering a 15M2 The president said be stop- 


Pnsident-" 


toe ^ question, “but prelimi- be woud not be able to but critics remained nnoon- found the president's inter- roundup of thousands of ped seeing Mr Bousaurtui 
narily, no, it does not impear answer most of them. Asked vinced by his defence of his view moring and attacked Paris Jews who were sent to 1986 whra he li^necs £ 

to be directed towarcK toe bow the incident could have World War U record. those who he said bad tried to Nazi death camps. miebt bawh JSz 


Voning to stay in office slander him on his past 


w R? camps. might have been linked to the 

w. ^tterrand acknow- deportation of Jews. The in- 


drivi^ai The plane crash triggered precisely toe sort of question until toe end of his term Some commentators said ledged having met him about dirtment was filed in’iOMhm 

WMhinaton Tnternationai “ emergency response from I can’t answer. You don’t despite bis illness, Mr, Mit- the sudden inquest into Mr. a dozen times from 1950 to Mr. Klaisfeld sS Mr 

^™rtSdtadhri™rS^ ^ Umfonned ^rct &r- want me_ to pre-judge my terrand, 77. had sought to Mitterrand’s role as a Vichy 1968, .saying be to “an in- quei^past w^' ^ 


Airnort and had held a viuiwjuwu acr- warn, luc lu iiiy wiiouw, it, nau im mitwwotju s rote as « vieny JIVOO, sayi_^ 

lice^ vice, whose members patrol investiration... just as you — defuse criticism of his offida] before he joined the teresting person”, well con- 

lor iu years. White House gnninds. if you had an alarm system on friendship with toe former anti-Nazi resistance, at this nected in banking and politic- 

The inddent ocenrred at C^e president’s personal your bouse — you wouldn't police chief of the pro-Nazi late stage of his life, was al drcles. 

1:49 a.m. (lo^ time), as security is provided by the give me toe code for it, Fm \^chy government in a televi- indecent. Mavij, 


1:49 a.m. (local time), as security is provided by the give me toe code for it, Fm 

President Clinton and his Presidential Protective De- not here to give you specific 

family were asleep at Blair tal, whose members are dad answers.” 

House, the government guest fe dvihan attire). Asked if Corder was 


lenosmp with the termer anti-lNazi resistance, at this nected in banking and politic- Mr Mitterran/i 

.lice chief of tta pro-Nari late sage of his fife, was al cireles. . fen^ te ^ 

ichy government in a televi- indecent. « svmngthiM 

>R interview Monday even- Nan-hroiter Serge Klars- . * yfeS ^ joined 

g ^ Others said Mr. Miner- feld, who beads an acuyi a- eariy m the war 

Ifolitidm across the spec- assertion ttat be had jemof^ and daughters of ® Vichy dvil 


.complex amiss Mr. Myer said notification attempting to make a forced tnim paid tribute to the bcCT unaware in of anti- tapoi^ Je^, sdd he bad 

Pennsylvania ^Avenue from of the incoming aircraft had landing, or if he intended to Sodalist head of state’s can- ®ag«dy exolanation^ ^ 

?S„. been radioed w the Secret crohteto the mansioa. Mr. dour about his Daioful treat- ^ stretebed (Mitterrand) is living 


ycr repiiea, "we oon't mentfor cancer, induding his ***j*®^- . j inarf-.,,,,,: "': 

lie toe ansn^r to that.” pledge to stand down before ^ Hedth Minister raying that toe Vichy regime fj? othere. ’ 

White toe offidals refused his term ends in May if toe ^ ^ condemned. newsWr U- 

entertain anestions ahernr oain became too ereaf. Close to Mr. Mitterrand, said “But I am not convinced ®^°on in an editonal. 


'the House. The Clin- ^’een radioed to the Secret crash into the mansioa, Mr. dour about his paioftil tr 

. ton are staying there while command centre, which Myer replied, “We don’t mentfor cancer, indudinj 

renovations^^ the White advised appropriate federal have the answer to that.” pledge to stand down bel 

House heating and air con- departments in case toe air- While toe officials refused his term ends in May if 
ditioning system are com- crash was staged as a to entertain questions about pain became too great, 

pleted. diversion. The Secret Service whether the president bad “I was a little sOny to 

- -- then quickly determmed that changed the “pattern” of his the president feel oblige< 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd toe aircraft no explosives or day because of toe incident, explain himself in sud 

Bentsen, who has responsi- other dangerous material, Mr. Myer acknowledged way... it doesn't usually 

bility for toe Secret Service,- Mr. Myer said, adding there toere was a different level of this way and I am therefoi 

imme diately ordered a 90- were no weapons abrard. security operating at the little sad,*' said centrist S 


through” and praised him for 


.to those who like him 


he was still hungry for 


by his explanation of his flat- 


day “thorough review” of 


sre no weapons aboard. security operating at the little sad,” said centrist Sen- occupation 

“There are officers posted White House benuse the aw Speaker Rene Mono^, " “ • 

It there,” Myer reminded Clintons were not in resi- who would take over as in- “When he b s 


the president feel obliged to «*pfeaation of bb contacts tcring comments about Bous- conservative 

S^lSrh^raff in sSS a q»«.w on his remaining in 

way... it doesn't usuaUy end chief of pohee w^FreKh contart wth toe man re- ^ !««<*«•« 

this way and I am therefore a that cojlaborared with sponsible for one of the wor« TJ®*? y®a« « power are 


ferocious violence in past brai^ of Congress smd ernment must dedde how SOM shou^ 56 per cent of ternal affairs of another 

yews over religi<m and caste Sunday it iro nnthdrawing quickly to move towards its Quebeckers would vote “no” country, said his personal 

and which has been a key support for the lO-monto-t^d opal of independence fnxn if a referendum were held o|touon is that Cana& toould 

pohtica] battle^imd, pro- government. Canada after scoring a con- now, while only 30 per cent not break apart. 


The world is moving 
togetter, not splitting apart. 


Britain’s VIP 
escorts to be 
armed 

LONDON (AFP) — PoU, 
officers charged with escon- 
ing VIPs and guarding Bn 
tain’s royal palaces are to be 
armed, a Scotland Yard 
spokesman said. The qiecid 
escort group, also ctaged 
with accompanying dai^. 
ous prisoners, are the mbil 
cate^ry of police offioen to 
be allowed permanent Uceace 
to cany aims in the capital 
Other groups to be aflomd 
to carry arms are tile 5B 
officers of the Special 
Emergen^ (jrqnp and tfae 
officers protecting Dowan 
Street and diplomatic 
denoes. Scotiauid Yard dd 
not say bow many 
officers would now be 
allowed to carry aims in Bn 
tain but said ordiniuy poike 
officers would still be Dll' 
armed. Both police author- 
hies and the general pubfe 
are reluctant to allow pitike 
constables to cany am, 
fearing it could spark an in- 
crease in criminal viole&ce. 

Light-fingered art 
fans cash in on 
Chinese work 

LONDON (R) — Ughi- 
fingered art fens have caaei 
in on a Chinese stndafs 
masterpiece, belnq 
selves to £100 (S12 
cash that he caiefollj 
ananged on a gallery tkior. 
Sban^iaj-born artist Jian JoD 
Xi placed the money aronndi 
the floor at London’s Ct^i 
smith CoU^ as a commed' 
on material^. Now be bnl 
donned a secimty amfonii' 
and recruited frieiids fo pn>- 
tect the £1,100 ($1,714) sl3 
left on bis work. “Tte peofrfe ! 
who stole the money mofli 
have been Idds, They are oo(| 
wordi worrying about,” bti 
told the Dafiy N^. ' 

China denies 
banning Zhang 
from making 
movies 

BEDING (AFP) — Cbin 
denied rqxirts that it lud 
banned die coontr/s best- 
known director, Zhaof 
Yimou, fr-^ making filoB 
for five years as purndnutai 
for screening his most receM \ 
picture abroad witboat 
approval. “These reports aie 
groundless,” said a sp<^ 
man for the Ministry of Rufe 
Film and Television's 
Boreau, refening to stoffe 
Monday in two Hong Kong 
newspapers, the Overseas 
Cbin^ Daily News and the 
Express News. The Overseas 



security measures, inlcnding out there,” Myer reminded Clintons were not in resi- who would take over as in- 

the possibility of another air- reporters, who would have deoce. Secret Service person- terim president if Mr. Mitter- 

CT^ iotrosion into the res- notified superior officers “in- nel and resources, fie sug- rand resigned or died in 

tricted air space around the stantaneonsly, and as the zested, duster near the presi- office. 

Whhe House. He directed notifications went in, we had dent’s location. Socialist Party leader Hen- 


regime that collaborated with sponsible for one of the wiMst years in power are 

Nazi occupation in World crimes in the history of ^^ng to a close, wito fats 
War n. France,” Mr. Klarsfeki told friends turnins 

"Wl«n hTbl^used, be 


beiiSd'^“l5^ ^ TOrtUrf S® 

acquittal of Mr. Bousquet on oakhasbeen^Hiirf^®" *® 

raargeofhatuS^Ftance-s 


protests from indepen^* 

minded Chinese fUnv-makefr 

“This newspaper does 
even exist,” the film bar^ 
spokesman said, adding, ^ 
there was any khid of btfi ^ 
Zhang Yimou then we wouW 
be the first to know. Butjw 
have never heard of tv 
punishmem.” However^ 
confirmed reports that 
on Zhang’s latest 
Shan^ai, had stop^-J^ 


oeiay ana nau iA*m — w 

with any official baU> 
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Rwandan refogees set up a makeshift tent with a plastic one million Rwandan refugees are still in eastern Zai 

cover as the weather looks threatening at the Kibumba mainly in camps aroond the towns of Goma and Bnks 

cmnp overioofced by the Nyiragongo vtdcano. An estimated (AFP photo) 


Japan to send 480-strong mission to Rwanda 


TOKYO (R) — Japan said 
Tuesday it would send milit- 
ary personnel to Zaire and 
other African nations border- 
ing Rwanda to give relief to 
Rwandan refugees there. 

Chief cabinet secretary 
K(^ Igarashi said the 
sion would last about three 
months from this week, and 
its formation had followed a 
request ftom the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

Most of the mission's per- 
sonnel and aid will be con- 
centrated in Zaire, but it will 
also carry out work in Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda, Mr. 
Igarashi told a news confer- 
ence after the cabinet formal- 
ly ai^jroved die misrion. 

The mission’s main task 
win be to provide medical 
assistance and dean water, 
and will transport goods. 
J^n will not send people to 
Rwanda itself. 

Ten government officials 
will accompany 290 ground 
Self-Defence Force officers 
and ISO Air Self-Defence 
Force members on the mis- 
sion. 

Meanwhile the French dai- 
ly newspaper Liberation, 
quoting secret documents, 
said Rwandan army diieft 
had laid plans to unleash a 
dvil war even before the 


murder of President Juvenal 
Habyarimana. 

The shooting down of Mr. 
Habyarimana's plane on 
April 6 sparked the massacre 
of nearly a million Rwan- 
dans, widely blamed on the 
Hutu government then in 
power, its army and tribal 
militia allies. 

Liberation published what 
it said were extracts of a 
letter sent on Mardi 30 by the 
army chief of staff to the 
defence minister, showing 
the army was arming and 
training cmlians to combat 
the “enemy,” induding re- 
fugees of minority Tutsi 
tribe, several priests and 
businessmen. 

The newspaper said its 
documents showed the 
Rwandan Armed Forces 
(FAR) ivas the architect be- 
hind the killings which fol- 
lowed the murder of Mr. 
Habyarimana. 

In a letter on March 23, 
Augustin lyamuremye, head 
of the intelligence service, 
warned Mr. Habyarimana: 
“If the authorities of this 
country do nothing to stop 
Che spiral of violence, the 
country risks sinking into 
chaos.*' 

He was referring to the 


dimate of insecurity reigning ' 
in the capital. The dty was 
plagued by armed bands. 

A week later, military and 
dvilian authorities hatched a 
“plan for popular self- 
dmence,” for each nei^- 
bourhood of Kigali to be 
placed under the authority of 
a military offidal, according 
to minutes of a meeting pub- 
lidied by Liberation. 

The authorities would! 
draw up a list of fighters, and. 
distribute weapons and 
ammunition. 

They would also “teach the 
population about handling 
traditional weapons (swords, 
lances, machetes and bows' 
and arrows) given there are. 
too few firearms,” the docu- 
ment said. 

*nie minutes also detail 
plans for hunting down '^e- 
enemy and its partisans” in’ 
groufK including Tutsi re- 
fugees, foreigners married tO; 
Thtsi women, priests, profes- 
sors and businessmen, Li- 
bttation said. 

In a separate development, 
a top U.N. offidal said Mon-' 
day that he was concerned byi 
the 'ifagile security situar: 
tion” in the Rwanda refugees 
canps and feared for the 
safety of an estimated 1,000' 



Encouraged by immigration pact, 
Cubans gather at U.S. offices 


HAVANA (AP) — With a 
storm overhead and only 
hours left before Cuban au- 
tiiorities were to halt rafters 
from reaching the United 
States, hundreds of people 
sou^t visas Monday at U.S. 
government offices here. 

Only a few rafts were on 
the shores of Cojimar, the 
Havana nei^bourbood 
has been a departure point 
for tiiousands of Cuban boat 
people fle^g hunger and 
poverty. 

Under a deal reached Fri- 
day, the United States agreed 
to allow in at least ^,000 
Cuban immigrants aiinuaify. 
In return, Cuba’s Communist 
government promised to halt 
9ie exodus and gave raften 
until Tuesday to remove their 
homemade crafts from the 
beach. 

The U.S. Coast Guard re- 
ported pickzng up 1S9 rafters 
Monday as it patrolled the 
90-mfle-wide (14^kilotnecre- 
«nde) Florida Straits between 
Cuba and Horida. 

More than 36,000 Cubans 
have been intercepted or 
have readied 1J.S. diores this- 
year, most in the past month. 

The declining numbers of 
raftm appeared to be due to 
the heavy rains, winds and 
h^ seas firom the remnants 
or&opical storm Debby. The 
storm was causing 6-foot (two 
metre) waves and 15-20 mph 
(24-32 kj^) winds on the 
Florida Straits, said Tony 
Zaleski. a U.S. National 

forecaster. 


waves of four to six feet (l.S 
to 2 metres), you’ll probably 
drown,” Mr. Zaleski told the 
Associated Press from 
Miami. 

The weather also was given 
as the reason for temporarily 
suspended U.S. flights of 
Cuban refugees from the 
U.S. naval base at Guantana- 
mo Bay, Cuba, to detention 
fedlities in Panama. The base 
DOW holds more than 24,000 
Cuban boat people. 

In Havana, crowds 
gathered in a park and on the 
street near the U.S. govern- 
ment offices. Some perched 
on scone walls, their bicycles 
propp^ up beside them. 

**We've just got to be pa- 
tient and wait,” said Olga 
Rodriguez, sheltering herself 
from die sun widi an umbrel- 
la. “If everything were all 
ri gh t in this country, we 
wouldn't have to go any- 
where.” 

“I have more faith,” said 
Ricardo Lamoote, a S^year- 
old accounrant who wants to 
visit relatives in Texas and 
California. “But I realise that 
not everybody can get in.” 

b the past, only a few 
Thousand Cubans were 
allowed to immigrate to the 
United States each year, and 
most people who lined up 
outside the building seeking 
^isas left empty-handed. 'Tbe 
backlog is so^^t that visas 
being grantea now were ap- 
plied & 10 yean ago. 

Hie United States closed 

its embassy after President 


m the seafront building that 
once boused Che embassy. 
The interest section is tech- 
nically an arm of the Swiss 
emba^y. 

Sonia Lobo, a 30-year-old 
school teacher, said she 
wasn’t going to get her hopes 
up because her visa request 
had already been turned 
down twice. 

“We’ll see how it goes," 
she said. “Yon can’t lose 
hope but you get fed up 
sometimes.” 

She said she hadn't wanted 
to flee in a homemade boat 
beraose the seas were too , 
dangerous. Other people 
waiting said they were afimd 
of being t^en to the U.S. 
naval base in Guantanamo. 

The U.S.-Cuban agree- 
ment says Cubans detained at 
Guantanamo may not enter 
the United States. They can ■ 
stay at the base, retuin to ; i 
Ci^ of seek refuge in a third ' 
ooonOy. 

This weekend, frustrated i 
Ofoans at tiie base broke out 
of their camps, but U.S. ' 
Marines with fixed bayonets ' 
led most of them back to ! 
tiidtr tentt. A 35-year-oId : 
Cdban suffered a bayonet ; 
wound Saturday and was bos- ’ 
pitalised. U.S. officials said 
he was injured accidently. 

In the British-owned Cay- 
man Islands just south of : 
Cuba, the number of Cuban 
refagee arrivals rose to 932 
over the weekend, over- . 

whelming government re- ; 


foreign aid workers now in 
eastern Zaire. 

“I fear in coming weeks it 
is going to be messy,” said 
James P. Grant, executive 
director of UNICEF, who 
met with ^rean housed in 
nearby camps, coincided with 
a visit by a U.N. representa- 
tive to ^re and Tanzania to 
ask their governments for 
help preventing more violent 
clashes. 

U.N. spedal representa- 
tive Sharhayar Khan flew to 
Kingshasa, capital of Zaire, 
from Kigali, the Rwandan 
capital. He plans to travel later 
to l^nzania. 

In Goma, Mr. Grant met 
with vice governor of Goma 
and emphasised the u^ent 
need to maintain security. 

“It is very dear that there 
is an urgent need to stop 
disinformation and act of ter- 
rorism by a section of the 
Rwandan refugees," Mr, 
Grant said of reports that the 
exfled Rwandan soldiers and 
militia were behind btoodsei- 
ting in the camps. 

“To check the violence, we 
also need active cooperation 
of the Zairean government 
and this is what I discussed 
with the offidais here,” said 
Mr. grant, who came to 
Goma from Kigali. 

S. African 
township 
units begin 
police 
training 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
About 500 members of black 
township militias, some of 
Miich gained a reputation for 
thuggery during build-up 
to South Aftica's elections, 
have begun training as police 
reservists. 

They were drawn from 
ANC-aligned “Self-E>efence 
Units” (SDUS) and their for- 
mer fo^ in militias loyal to 
the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
re^onal government spokes- 
man Ronnie Mamoepa said 
Tuesday. 

^*Hiis unll significantly help 
restore law and order, reduce 
the culture of violence in the 
area and bring about pieace,” 
be said. 

The Regional Safety and 
Security ^nistry said the 
500, mostly from the volatile 
.East Rand, would undergo 
about six months’ Gaining 
before returning to police 
townships tom apart de- 
cades of apartheid rule, Mr. 
Mamoepa told Reuters. 

Police sources said one 
group of ANC-aligned SDU 
members began training 
Monday and a 50-strong 
group was expected to start 
Wednesday. 

South Africa's former 
white rulers accused the mili- 
tias of fomenting a wave of 
crime and violence in black 
townships, particularly those 
east of Johannesburg. 

Various political parties, 
including the African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC), formed 
militias in Johannesburg 
townships, saying police had 
failed to protect black com- 
munities which traditionally 
saw security forces as apar- 
theid's enforcer. 

But the commercial capit- 
al's East Rand townships be- 
came battlefields during the 
mn-up to the country's first 
all-race polls, when the 

SDUS declared war on Zulu- 
speaking hostel dwellers who 
famed their own units. 

There are several thousand 

militiamen in the three flash- 
point eastem towmhips of 
Vosloonis, Tokoza and Kat- 
lebong, which were among 

the most violent in the coun- 
try in the countdown to the 
A^ elections won by the 


Panetta says U.S. will rally 
to Clinton on Haiti invasion 


WASHINGTON (/^ndes) 
— White House C^ef of 
Staff Leon Panetta predicted 
Tuesday that Americans 
would rally behind President 
Bill Qinton in Ae event of a 
U.S.-led invasion of Haiti, 
despite a poll whidi suggests 
otherwise. 

‘T always believe that the 
American people unify be- 
hind the president when he 
has to take tiiat action,” Mr. 
Panetta said on ABC Televi- 
sion’s Good Morning Amer- 
ica programme. 

“The American people al- 
ways rally to their president. 
That's part of the great 
strength of this country,” he 
said, responding to results of 
an ABC poll that showed 73 
per cent of Americans 
op^wse a Haiti invasion. 

Keeping in line with stated 
U.S. poli<^, Mr. Panetta 
have no timetable for any 
invasion, but said it could 
soon. 

“I think the messa^ is 
pretty clear that the military 
leadership (in Haiti) is 
reaching the end of the string 
here... We have sent a very 
clear message that the time to 
step down is now... we have 
not set a fuwd timetable. We 
continue to hope the sanc- 
tions will work,” Mr. Paneite 
said* 

Former Vice President 
Dan Quayle said Monday the 
United States should aban- 
don plans to lead an invasion 
of Haiti and should stop 
trying to reinstate President 
Jean-Bercrand Aristide. 

An invasion of Haiti will 
further damage the credibil- 
ity of President Clinton, Mr. 
^zayle told reporters after 
addmsing about 600 people 


at a SlOO per person dinner in 
a conservative town in the 
bean of the Bible Belt. 

Mr. Aristide was deposed 
in a military coup in 1991. 

“People abroad in the in- 
ternational community are 
baffled that he (Clinton) is 
contemplating an invasion of 
Haiti where there is absolute- 
ly no national security in- 
terest at all for us to invade 
Haiti, to risk one American 
life, to restore Aristide's 
power,” Mr. Quayle said. 

'Tt shows the ineptitude 
and the lack of resp^ and 
credibility that this president 
has,” Mr. Quayle said. 

As he stressed family 
values, Mr. Quayle told a 
dinner sponsored by the 
National Association of 
Christian Athletes that tax 
and welfere laws discourag- 
ing two-parent families 
should be changed. 

“We now have a marriage 
tax penal^ where two people 
who are wage-earners p^l 
their income and they’re in a 
higher tax bracket," Mr. 
Quayle said. “We should 
never penalise marriage. 
Marriage should be re- 
warded.” 

“We should reward pa- 
rents who have children. We 
should increase the personal 
deducatiOD for children and 
we should index it to the rate 
of inflation.” 

Mr. Quayle said he will not 
decide whether to run for 
president in 1996 until after 
this year’s elections. 

He was speaking at one of 
several political events in 
Tennessee sponsored by the 
state-wide religious roundt- 
able. 

Meanwhile, Caribbean sol- 
diers begin a crash course in 


peacekeeping Tuesday, part 
of a growing world commit- 
ment to an invasion force 
Washington hopes will con- 
vince Haiti's generals to step 
down. 

The 150 soldiers from 
Antigua and Barbuda, Belize 
and Jamaica who landed 
Monday nigth in Roosevelt 
Roads Naval Station are the 
first of a 17-nation. 1.500- 
member force. It's intended 
to give legitimacy to any 
U.S. -led intervention. 

Fi^ more soldiers were 
arriving Tuesday from Trini- 
dad and Tobago. Colleagues 
from other Caribbean nations 
will be arriving for training 
the end of the week, said 
U.S. Army Maj. Steve Pan- 
ton. 

But Haiti's army leaders, 
who seized power three years 
ago from that country's first 
democratically elect^ gov- 
ernment, don’t seem impress- 
ed. On Monday, more than 
1.000 militiamen practiced 
firing with empty M-1 rifles 
and trotted around the 
national palace in downtown 
Port-Au-Prince in a show of 
defiance to any foreign invad- 

Washington hopes the 
highly publicised invasion 
preparations will persuade 
Haiti’s army leaders to leave 
power, making an invasion 
unnecessary. But the U.S. 
government has indicated 
some sort of peacekeeping 
force still would be need^ to 
help restore the eieaed gov- 
ernment even if coup leaders 
step down. 

If the training mission 
works as intend^, the de- 
ployment of a multinational 
force would allow some 


American troops to leave 
Haiti soon after an invasion 
ousts Haitian coup leaders 
and restores elected Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

Training for the Caribbean 
soldiers begins Wednesday. 

U.S. Army Special Forces 
Col. Travis Griffin envisions 
three weeks of training in 
southern Puerto Rico before 
the newly unified contingent 
could be sent to control 
crowds and maintain order in 
Haiti. 

But the training mission 
may be cut short as the Pen- 
tagon pushes up its timetable 
to force out Haiti's coup lead- 
ers, a senior American offi- 
cial said Monday night on 
condition of anonymity. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that you'll be able to 
fulfill the role of the mission 
to come,” added Jamaican 
Lc. Col. Linton Graham, the 
chief for what will be a 266- 
member Caribbean contin- 
gent. “I wish you luck.” 

The Green Berets, ftom 
the 3rd U.S. Army Special 
Forces group based in Fort 
Bragg, N.C., train foreign 
soldiers regularly. Several of 
the trainers speak fluent Hai- 
tian Creole. Col. Griffin said. 

The arrival of the multina- 
tional force came just hours 
after 1.3(X) Marines wrapped 
up six days of mock invasion 
exercises on the island of 
Vieques off Puerto Rico, part 
of the Roosevelt Roads Base. 

In a separate development 
the New York Times said 
Tuesday repression in Haiti is 
worse than ever, according to 
anew human rights report to 
be released by the State De- 
partment to justify a U.S.-led 
invasion of the Caribbean na- 
tion. 


Belfast, Dublin police review security after bomb 


BELFAST (R) — PoUce in 
Northern Ireland and across 
the border in the Irish Re- 
public reviewed security pro- 
cedures Tuesday after iSotes- 
tant extremists exploded a 
device on a busy train, injur- 
ing two people. 

A report by the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry (CBI) 
said if such attacks stopped 
and peace came to Northern 
Ireland, the economy could 
benefit with 29,000 jobs and 
£350 (S545 million) in invest- 
ment every year. 

The outlawed Ulster 
Volunteer Force (UVF), ex- 
tremist Protestant group 
fighting to make sure North- 
ern Ireland stays British, said 
it planted the bomb and 
threatened more as a mes- 
sage to the government in 
Dublin. 

“Northern Ireland is still 
British and will not be 
coerced, forced or persuaded 
into a united Ireland,” the 
group said. 

Police said the bomb mis- 
fired and only the detonator 


went off — minutes after the 
train arrived at Dublin's cen- 
tral station. It could have 
killed passengers still on 
board. 

The Irish cabinet planned a 
special meeting to discuss 
how to handle the attack. 

There is virtually no secur- 
. ity on trains between Belfast 
and Dublin although there 
are random checks and road 
blocks on many roads con- 
necting Northern Ireland 
with the republic. 

“We have to keep a ba- 
lance between security and 
not disrupting day-to-day life 
in the province,” said a police 
spokesman. '‘But the borders 
are a security matter and 
security is constantly under 
review." 

What worries the U\T is 
the flurry of political activity 
surrounding an Irish Republi- 
can Army (IRA) ceasefire 
announced 13 days ago. The 
Republican IRA said it was 
ceasing all “military activity” 
in its war to unite the pro- 
vince with Ireland. 


Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds welcomed Gerry 
Adams, head of the IRA's 
political wing, Sinn Fein, to 
Dublin within days and the 
British government allowed a 
slight lowering of the security 
presence in Northern Ire- 
land. 

Protestant Unionists saw 
these as signals the IRA was 
being rewarded and sus- 
pected a secret deal bad been 
made with the ultimate goal 
of diminishing their British 
status. 

Politicians ftom across the 
spectrum in Norrhern Ireland 
have asked the British gov- 
ernment to reassure the Un- 
ionists and the extremists, by 
releasing, if necessary, details 
of a document on the future 
of the province. 

The document, being 
worked out by London and 
Dublin, lays out an agenda 
for talks — which may in- 
clude Sinn Fein if the cease- 
fire holds — and is expected 
to be published next month. 


Looking ahead to a posi- 
tive outcome from the talks, 
the CBI issued the results of a 
six-month survey Tuesday, 
which found that job losses in 
die security services and sur- 
rounding industries could be 
ploughed back into the eco- 
nomy. 

“It is estimated that bv 
199$ an additional 29.00b 
jo^ and 20,000 employment 
places can be created' as a 
result of achieving a perma- 
nent cessation of violence.'' 
the report said. 

It said about £350 million 
(SS45 million) currently spent 
on police and security forces 
eveiy year could be re- 
direaed annually into econo- 
mic development measures, 
including inward investment, 
tourism, transport infrastruc- 
ture, education and training. 

The report warned that the 
government would have to 
carefoily manage the oppor- 
tunity and make sure money 
end effort was re-direaed to 
stimulate the province's eco- 
nomy. 


Bosnian Serb 

SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
officers said Tue^y a Serb 
assault in a northwest Bos- 
nian enclave had forced ffie 
Muslim-led Bosnian army to 
evacuate civilians living near 
a volatile ftom line. 

Bosnian Serbs pounded 
Muslim-led troops with hun- 
dreds of shells in the Bihac 
enclave over the past 24 
hours, with the heaviest 
attacks reported near Otoka, 
northwest of Bihac town, a 
U.N. military spokesman 
said in Sarajevo. 

Serb forces had fired most 
of the 9(X) aitfllery and mor- 
tar rounds recorded by the 
United Nations Monday in 
some of the worst fighting the 
country has seen in weeks. 
U.N. Commander Eric 
^aperoD said. 

French peacekeepers re- 
ported the Bosnian army 
Fifth Corps bad held its 
ground but had evacuated the 
dvilian population ftom Oto- 
ka, with the exception of old 
people and soldiers. Maj. 
Qiaperon said. 

“Otoka is not far away 
from the confrontation line 
and I suppose the ^fth Corps 
fears for the life of its popula- 
tion,” Maj. Chaperon told 
reporters. 

The Muslim enclave, a 
U.N. -declared safe area, 
came under assault last week 
as Bosnian Serbs attacked 
from the east and Croatian 
Serb tanks crossed the Bos- 
nian border to the north. 

But Croatian Serb forces 
apparently have withdrawn 
from front lines in the Bihac 
pocket sometime over the 
past few days. Paul Risley, a 
U.N. spokesman in Za^eb 

said. 

However, Croatian Serb 
forces ftom the breakaway 
Krajina region continued to 

fire artillery at Muslim posi- 
tions ftom across the bor^r 
and Krajina Serb troops 


shelling prompts Bihac evacuation 



Hie Royal Navy’s new Sea 
c^ieraling from HMS Invindl 
the Muslim-held part of Bos- 

In Geneva, major piowers 
seeking to force the Elosnian 
Serbs to agree to their peace 
plan met Tuesday to d»gcu« 
sending international obser- 
vers to verify rump Yugosla- 
via's blockade of its former 
proteges.' 

Deployment of around 130 
observers along the border 
between Serbian-led Yugos- 
lavia and the Serb-held pan 
of Bosnian would pave the 
way for a gradual lifting of 
sanctions on Belgrade. 

Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, anxious to win 
the lifting of sanctions that 
have crippled his country's 
economey, closed the border 
with the Bosnian Serbs last 
month after they refused to 
accept big powers' peace 
plan. 

European Union mediator 
Lord Owen will join officials 
from the United States. Rus- 
sia, Germany, Britain, and 
France — the international 
"contact group” on Bosnia— 



Geneva. U.N. and diploma- 
tic sources said. 

EU foreign ministers Sun- 
day backed the contact 
group's plan to offer an eas- 
ing of sanctions against Bel- 
grade in return for agreement 
to post observers ^ong the 
Bosnian border. 

'The observers w'ould try to 
verify that only humanitarian 
aid and not arms were 
reaching the Serbs, whom the 
contact group is trying to 
isolate for their refusal of the 
peace plan dbiding Bosnia 
roughly evenly between 
Serl» and iheir Muslim-Croat 
enemies. 

Serbs halted artillery fire 
on the Muslim-held Bihac at 
the weekend after the United 

Nations warned they risked 
NATO air attack if ±ey per- 
sisted in shelling Bihac. lo- 
cated in the heart of a U.N.< 
declared “safe area.” 

U.N. officials are still mull- 
ing whether to declare part of 
Bihac a heavy weapons exclu- 
sions zone as they did around 
Sarajevo and (jorazde earlier 
this y^. 



lians ftom Serb shelling, 
those zones forced both war- 
ring parties to withdraw their 
tanks, artillery and large 
calibre guns or risk NA'TO 
air strikes. 

U.N. sources in Sarajevo 
said peacekeeping offidais 
were concerned that fighting 
in Bihac had worsened at the 
same time that pressure was 
growing in the United States 
for lifting the arms embargo 
on the .Muslim-led army. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has said be will seek an end to 
the embargo, perhaps lifting 
it unilaterally, if Bosnia's 
Serbs refuse to accept the 
peace plan by Oct. 15. 

Britain warned Mondav it 
would withdraw- its 3.&00 
peacekeeping troops if the 
arras ban were lifted, saving 
such a movewould reignite 
the war and endanger Bntish 
U.N. soldiers. 

The U.N. Protection Frocc 
Tuesday released the names 
of three British soldiers killed 
when their armoured person- 
nel carrier veered off a road 

and nlunpeii inrn .q ravini* 
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A clear message; 
no lines 

ON TUESDAY, the Telecommimication Cor- 
poration (TCC) announced tfae introduction of a 
new service that wonid allow bnsinessraen and 
tourists to chaise international calls to the 
receiving parties or to their credit cards. Jorda- 
nian businessmen abroad wiD also be able to use 
the home country direct service by chargii^ their 
rail, to their numbers at home — though it is 
more likely that a few Jordanians abroad win use 
tfae service because rates in the U.K., the U.S. 
and Australia, tfae countries where the service is 
available, are cheaper than in Jordan. 

A few weeks ago, the TCC awarded a contract 
for the introdnetion of ceUnlar phone service to 
the Kingdom, another expensive focOity. And 
Uke the case with tfae home country direct 
service, only a limited number of people wDl be 
able to benefit firmn the new service. These 
services, espedaUy ceUnlar phones, are modem 
facilities which only a few can afford. 

And there is notidng wrong with thaL If there 
is a demand for these services, supply should be 
available. What is extremely wixmg, however, is 
the fafinre of the TCC to take convincingly qnick 
action to provide basic telephone services to the 
thousands of Jordanians, businesses and indi- 
viduals, who are extremely hampered by their 
absmee. 

Obtaining a tel^hone line in Amman has 
become almost an impossibility. The negative 
impact of that on the Kn^dmn at a time when it 
is trying, to promote investment and a larger 
private sector role in the economy is clear to all. 
Withont telephone and fax lines, it is obvious that 
iittle business can be aebieved in tfae age of the 
tdecommunications revoiotion. The lost re- 
venues for the TCC and for the economy in 
general as a result are enormous. 

The TCC says its networks are overloaded and ^ 
hence its inability to respond to the demand. The 
question however is why did the TCC comer | 
itself into this position? It can probably blame 
that on the increased and unforeseen demand 
which resulted fimn the repatriation of over two 
hundred thousand Joidanhms from tfae Gulf in 
the aftermath of the Gulf war. But that in no way 
excuses the TCC for not having taken prompt 
action to meet the new demand. Extraordinaiy 
situations require exceptional solutions. The 
return of the expatriates was exceptional; the 
TCC reaction was not. 

Which gives more credence to the argument 
for privatisation. TCC is a government monopoly 
and we can only omclnde that bureaucratic 
procedures inherent in government institutions 
account for the fallnre to tap the revenue that 
could have been generated had Jordanians, who 
are snffiering as a result of the unavailability of 
telephones, been provided with the service. 

A private business would not have let such 
potentially large revenues escape it. It would 
heve resorted to exceptional solutions to coDect 
the potential profit. Citizens and the Jordanian 
economy, should not suffer as a result of the 
government’s unwillingness to give up the lucra- 
tive teleconminidcation business whfie it cannot 
meet tfae market demand. The TCC has to either 
deliver or let others do so. So far, the TCC has 
not been able to; the private sector deserves a 
chance, and the citizens deserve better services. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Tuesday criticised Iranian 
President Hashemi Raf^jani for his statement published 
in a French newspaper expressing his confdence that the 
Algerian government would collapse as the shah of Iran 
did, predicting that the Islamists will have the upper hand. 
Mahmoud Rimawi said that the bloody events in Algeria 
have so far resulted in the death of 10.000 people — from 
the arme-J forces and the civilian population — and the 
country is not in need of instigators but rather it hopes to 
have mediators who can end the violence through peaceful 
means. It is reenable to see Mr. Rahsanjani making the 
statement at a time when the Islamists and the government 
are now taking steps towards ending the bloodshed and 
opening the door for dialogue that would bring back peace 
and stability to the country, said the writer. It was hoped 
that Tehran would offer its good offices to help stimulate a 
dialogue not to fuel the crisis, said the writer Tehran should 
realise that the Islamists' interests are the same as the other 
Algerians interests and can best be guaranteed in an 
atmosphere of security and stability rather chan a cycle of 
violence and bloodshed, said the writer. He said the signs 
that came oul from .'Mgirrs promising a dialogue should be 
eareurasec by ail peace people. 

COMMENTING ON the laps of one whole year since the 
signing of 'the Oslo deal between tfae Israelis and the 
I^lestinians, a columnist in A1 Dustout said that one has to 
take stock of what had happened so far. Empioying ali its 
skill, Israel continues to delay the application of the deal 
and uses all its power to put obstacles in the path of the 
Palestine National Authority, said Mohammad Kawash. 



The U.N. needs a standing force, 
and Gurkhas could do the job 


By Brian Farrell and 
Christopher Lingle 

SINGAPORE — Since the 
collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion and the end of the cold 
war. military forces wearing 
the blue berets of the Un- 
ited Nations have in- 
creasingly been called upon 
to intervene in trouble s^ts 
around the world. The 
seemingly endless series of 
crises from Haiti to Bosnia- 
Herzgovina pose a serious 
challenge for the only body 
with a mandate to carry out 
the will of the global com- 
munity. 

While there is no shor- 
tage of goodwill or strong 
words in reaction to conflict 
in places such as Rwanda, 
too often international ac- 
tion is too little or too late. 
Without a swift and decisive 
response from the outside, 
a crisis arising from a break- 
down of civil authority can 
easily lead to humanitarian 
catastrophe. Inaction by the 
world community amounts 
to appeasement, even 
though it may be uninten- 
tional. 

The problem stems from 
the lack of a standing milit* 
ary force under U.N. com- 
mand. A solution would be 
to put together a contingent 
of Gurkha professional sol- 
diers from Nepal who are 
particularly well-suited for 


such missions. 

Boutros Ghali, the U.N. 
secretary-general, is trying 
to improve the ability of the 
world body to react to crises 
that do not require commit- 
ment of massive forces or 
involve acute geopolitical 
complications. In April 
1993, he established a plan- 
ning team made up of seven 
military officers seconded 
from their national armed 
forces. Their mandate is to 
plan and organise a U.N. 
standby force base on troop 
contributions by member 
states. 

Twenty-one countries are 
reported to have committed 
soldiers and/or equipment 
to the reserve force and 
more may follow. The aim 
is to get an accurate idea of 
the units that could be 
brought together in rapid 
response to a crisis. 

However, the plan is 
seriously flawed. It does not 
deal with the basic question 
of whether the force will be 
able to assemble and move 
to wherever it is needed 
quickly enough. Nor does it 
take account of the slow 
way in which governments 
involved reach agreement 
on the actual deployment of 
the U.N. forces or what to 
do if some of the promised 
national troops are ulti- 
mately witheld. Most im- 
portantly. the United Na- 


tions must be confident that 
the troops provided will be 
good enough to do the job 
and able to work well with 
. each other. 

Instead of trying to 
assemble a multinational 
rapid response contingent, 
the United Nations should 
have a standing force 
trained, armed, equipped 
and ready to go. The 
ground forces of a major 
power should not be in- 
volved, because that raises 
too many political hackles 
in too many places, produc- 
ing disruptive consequences 
for any peace making or 
peacekeeping effort. 

The Gurkhas are ideally 
suited to take on an 
emergency’ reaction role. 
They are superb profession- 
al soldiers long accustomed 
to service for an authority 
other than the leaders of 
their homeland. Since 1816, 
Gurkhas have served with 
great distinction in the Brit- 
ish and later Indian armies, 
and they continue to do so. 
At present, most British 
Gurkhas are based in Hong 
Kong and the sultanate of 
Brunei. With the return of 
Hong Kong to China in 
1997. the Gurkhas will no 
longer be required in the 
British army. 

The legal and diplomatic 
arrangements under which 


individual Nepalese serve 
the British and Indian gov- 
ernments could easily be 
replicated for the United 
Nations. A minimum of 
5,000 troops would be 
needed for the force to be 
credible and to give it the 
flexibility to answer more 
than one call at a time. 
Garrisoning costs and logis- 
tics would probably limit 
the number of troops to a 
maximum of 15.000. 

Based on past experi- 
ence. it is unlikely that Nep- 
al would cry to interfere in 
the U.N. chain of command 
for Gurkha troops or de- 
mand the evacuation of the 
force in the face of mount- 
ing casualties. The presence 
of Nepalese soldiers would 
also be unlikely to provoke 
antagonisitic reactions 
based on nationality. In- 
deed. the formidable repu- 
tation of Gurkhas as impar- 
tial fighters might well help 
to defuse tense situations. 

Nonetheless, such a 
proposal raises challenges 
that many governments are 
reluctant to confront. If a 
Gurkha force U assembled 
and used, the United Na- 
tions would betaking a large 
step towards acting as an 
independent, supranational 
body. The force' could only 
be used if the major powers 
on the U.N. Security Coun- 


cil supported its interven- 
tion. And only the United 
States is capable of provid- 
ing the airlift the force 
would need to reach trouble 
spots and operate there as 
as necessary. 

Once its jobs was done, 
the United Nations would 
almost certainly have to 
take control of the territory 
in question for an indeter- 
minate time. This raises 
fundamental questions ab- 
out the role of the United 
Nations in building a new 
world order. 

It is time these questions 
were confronted. Impro- 
vised multinational military 
contingents are simply too 
slow to assemble and pose 
too many political and 
operational problems. A vi- 
able alternative must be 
found. Pragmatism must be 
allowed to outweight cynic- 
al objections that Westeiu 
governments seek the poli- 
tical benefits of putting 
Gurkhas at risk in chaotic 
situations in place of their 


Mr. Farrell is a military 
historian and Mr. Lingle an 
economist teaching at the 
National University of Sing- 
apore. They contributed 
this personal conzinenr to 
the International Herald 
Tribune. 


Yemen faces painful economic surgery 


This is the fourth and last 
of a series of artides on 
the anpressmns that the 
writer got daring a re- 
cent IMay stay in the 
itepubfilc of Feiiieo, 

By P.V. Vivekanand 
LATEST MODELS of 
gleaming Mercedes and 
BMW cars rub shoulders 
with battered, threadbare, 
windowless — and often 
doorless — Japanese mini- 
vans plying the streets of 
Sanaa, underlining the 
yawning between the 
rich and poor in the 
country. 

A 10-kilometre ride in 
one of those crammed six- 
seater minivans costs five 
riyals — nearly half a dollar 
at the official exchange 
rate, but less than one tenth 
of that in the black market. 
The seemingly ridiculous 
fare reflects another para- 
dox in the country — gaso- 
line prices in Yemen are the 
cheapest in the world at six 
riyals per litre.. 

The government has 
been trying to hike oil 
prices to a more realistic 
level in the p^t four years, 
but the political fallout of 
such a move appears to 
have held it back. The 
situation could change in 
post-civil war Yemen, 
where a new technocrat 
government is expected to 
be named soon. 

But any increase in gaso- 
line prices cannot come on 
its ov^Ti; it has to be accom- 
panied by an increase in 
earning in real terms for the 
Yemeni people. Unless that 
happens, there would be 
trouble, diplomats warn. 

“People would react 
violently.” said a Western 
diplomat in Sanaa. "For 


now, they are happy with 
the low prices for gasoline 
which in turn cost them 
very little for transporta- 
tion, not to mention the 
tens of thousands who 
make a living out of driving 
taxis. Any dramatic change 
in the siiuation without an 
equitable rise in earning 
could spell problems.” 

The shops of Sanaa, 
stocked to ^e ceiling with 
the most op-to-date electro- 
nic goods from Japan and 
designer clothes from 
France, often remind a visi- 
tor of the souqs of Dubai. 
Strangely, prices in Yemen, 
which maintains a moderate 
level of customs duties on 
imported goods, are mostly 
cheaper than in Dubai. 

Traders say it is a result 
of the fluctuating exchange 
of the riyal. Tlie pre-war 
rate was 42 to the dollar. 
Today, it is in the range of 
80 to 85. The government 
rate, applicable only to 
foreign visitors settling 
roomrent at flve-star hotels, 
remains unchanged at 12 to 
the greenback. 

One of the priorities of 
the new government, when 
it is formed after constitu- 
tional amendments and 
political horsetrading, will 
be to streamline the eco- 
nomy, says Planning Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Iryani. 
who himself describes the 
official currency exchange 
rate as fictitious and gaso- 
line prices as ridiculous. 

“liie pricing policy as a 
whole for the petroleum 
products, in my view, is one 
of the very big economic 
mistakes that was manipu- 
lated by the former YSP 
(Yemeni Socialist Party) 
prime minister.” Dr. Iryani 
said. “This is one of the 
biggest issues that have to 
be addressed because the 


benefits of petroleum can 
only be felt by the society in 
terms of social and econo- 
mic development when the 
consumer pays the interna- 
tional price.” 

Similarly, the govern- 
ment would also move to 
reduce food subsidies, 
which cost the treasury an 
annual S400 mfllion. That 
again could spark popular 
protests. 

However, according to 
Dr. Iryani, these moves, 
which will come as part of 
an economic restructuring 
programme to be agreed 
with the Internationa] 
Monetary Fund (IMF), 
would be balanced in such a 
way that the poor would not 
suffer. He declined to spell 
out the specific measures, 
but indicated that stabilis- 
ing the riyal is one of the 
means that could herald 
stable prices in the market. 

“We developed last year 
our own vision of economic 
reforms in budgetary, 
monetary and financial 
affairs. liberalisation of 
trade, (and) the removal of 
subsidies, whether for pet- 
roleum products or flour 
and wheat — these are the 
three elements that cost the 
government tremendous- 
ly," he said. 

Eliminating budgetary 
deficits parallel to roreign 
assistance for currency sta- 
bilisation is an intergral part 
of the programme. “Had it 
not been for the former 
prime minister, the* prog- 
ramme would have been 
under way for at least eight 
months now and we would 
have been on the road to 
economic reform,” said Dr. 
Iryani. 

The minister said the 
government was preparing 
a fiscal budget for 1^, its 
first in three years, and 


would present it along with 
a revived economic restruc- 
turing programme to the 
IMF and World Bank. 

He conceded that the re- 
sults of the two-month civil 
war had brought amoease 
new pressures and realities 
that the government had to 
take into consideration. 
But, there is no way out of 
the programme if Yemen 
were to hope to stand on its 
feet and address its foreign 
debts of nearly $8 biUion — 
“the luggage of socialism 
that we inherited.” 

According to Dr. Iryani, 
“the biggest share of Ye- 
men’s foreign debts was 
brought in by South Ye- 
men,” when 'the Marxist 
South and conservative 
North merged in 1990. Ab- 
out 70 per cent of united 
Yemen's total debts are 
owed TO Russia, which in- 
herited the former Soviet 
Union, which used to be tfae 
staunchest ' ally of South 
Yemen. 

“More than 60 per cent 
of that debt were accumu- 
lated by the former South 
Yemen," said Dr. Lryant, 
adding that “practically all” 
the dues were military 
debts. 

The per capita income in 
Yemen is estimated at less 
than S5(X) (no definite fi- 
gures are available in the 
absence of a fiscal budget or 
accounts in the last two 
years), another irony in a 
country which produces up 
to 350,000 barrels of oil per 
day. 

' “Yemenis will have to 
take the bitter medicine and 
make sacrifices to address 
their situation,” said the 
Western diplomat. “The 
more the government pro- 
longs the economic prog- 
ramme the tougher it would 
get.” 


According to the diplo- 
mat and other sources, Ye- 
men is burdened with an 
oversized civil service 
whose prductivity is negligi- 
ble. “The government will 
have to scale it down,” said 
the diplomat. “Ministers 
and senior officials openly 
admit that tiiere is a major 
inefficiency problem in civil 
service.” 

Dr. Iryani put it dif- 
ferently. ‘*The political in- 
stability has created huge 
expenditures that were not 
properly balanced. Now, 
hopefully, that balance will 
be restOF^. 

“But the current expend- 
itures, salaries and allo- 
wances, have become so 
exaggerated in the past two 
years that it has created 
tremendous burdens.” 

The country would have 
fared much better it not 
been for the return of near- 
ly one million expatriates 
from Saudi Arabia in the 
w^e of the 1990 Gulf crisis 
triggered by the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. This dep- 
rived the country of much- I 
needed patriate remitt- I 
ances estimated at nearly I 
$2.5 biUion every year and < 
brought new pressures on I 
the government in terms of I 
infrastructure and services I 
needs. ' 

It also sweUed the ranks 
of the unemployed. 

Many Yemenis are philo- 
rophic about their prob- 
lems. “We lose some, we 
gain some,” said Wa'dh 
Othman, a grocer in Sanaa. 
“We Yemenis have sur- 
vived centuries in the worst 
of conditions and we can 
and will survive the present 
problems.” 

"Come back to Yemen in 
five yearn and see me," he 
said. “It will be a different 
story altogether.” 


Qadhafi 

awaits 

judgement 

day 


TRIPOLI — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi, 

no end in to LodM^ 

sanctions crippling 
country, talks more and 
more about a showdown 
with the West. 

At ceremomes last 
marking the 25th 
anniversary of tfae rnitnarr 
coup that brought him i 
power in 1969, as well as in 
recent speedies, die flam, 
boyant cotonel has said a 
solution to tfae Lockerbie 
standoff can await day 
of last judgement.” 
Colonel Qadhafi refiises 
to turn over for trial in die 
United States or Britain 
two Libyans suspected (rf 
planning tbe bombing of 
the Pan Am 747 Jumbo jet 
which blew up over Lo<^. 
bie, Scotland in December 
1988, kilUng 270 people. 

For his refusal, the Un- 
ited Nations has sl^jped 
arras, trade and travel 
embargoes on and 

holds out tfae posability of 
an eventual embargo on 
Libya's economic tifdine. 

Col. Qadhafi says band* 
ing over the suspe^ 
possible, even in the event 
of an oil embargo. 

Tripoli-based diplom ' 
say he appears to have 
up a longterm strata to 
prepare himself for what fae 
calls *^e inevitable coi 
ffontation with the West 
Col. Qadhafi is seen as 
having devised a three- 
pronged strategy on the 
military, political and finan- 
cial fronts. 

Realising that money is 
essentia] to wage war, fae 
has assumed full control of 
the country’s finances, cE- 
plomats said. 

Since the West froze Li- ; 
byan assets last year, Libya I 
has deposited some S6 bil - 1 
lion in safe areas outside' 
Western banks and con- 
tinues to earn S6 bilfion to 
S8 bfllion a year,- almost all 
of it from oil. 

“Qadhafi has become 
Libya's superiorendent for 
finances and no dieque 
over $5,000 can be paid by 
tbe central bank without bh 
green light.” one diplomat 
said. 

On the military side. Col. 
Qadhafi is seen as relying 
m newly formed and 
trained Sahara units able to 
move easily in tfae desert, 
diplomats said. 

He has ordered construc- 
tion of a defence system 
consisting of thousa^ of 
trenches on the central 
coastline along the Gulf of 
Sirte, travellers said. 

Diploumts said they be- 
lieve that Libya's r^nlar 
army, for which Col. 
Qadhafi spent more than 
$20 billion on mainly 
Soviet-made armaments 
>ver the past 20 years, has 
had its capabilities largely 
reduced by the arms embar- 
go imposed since 1992. Its 
strength also has been sap- 
ped ^ Col. Qadbafi’s ded- 
ion to replace tte army by 
what he calls the “amied 
people.” 

Diplomats say that on the 
political front. Col. Qsulh^ 
has been tightening bis gfip 
on power by establisfag 
direct control of revolotion- 
aiy committees and of tribal 
leadership. 

Dissent has been catego- 
rised as treason, puni^ble 
by death. Col. (jadhafi re- 
cently said. 

He also issued new laws 
apparently aimed at 
punishing drinking of 
alcohol or attempting to 
undermine Muslim values- 
Diplomats and lawyers say 
th^ are likely to be used as 
tools by the revolutionary 
committees against would- 
be dissidents. 

Col. Qadhafi has set up 
several so-called “purifica- 
tion committees” to 
all those woiidng for public 
services and the army mun 
report tb^ earnings and 
sources of revenues. 

Foreign embassies have 
received letters from the 
government asking tiiem to 
list tbe houses th^ rent and 
^ve details on Libyan lan^ 
lords and the amounts paid 
to them. 

Denunciation has been 
leuiised and a new law says 
Libyans must report to 
police any actiWty threaten- 
ing to the regime. 

Diplomats said Col. 
Qadhafi may also give bix^ . 
self a new weapon in bis 
confrontation with tbe West 
by tryine to destabilise 
North Amcan countries. 
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Cabinet approves cooperation 
agreement with Malaysia 

‘Projects to benefit both countries in agricuiture, 
energy, science, technoiogy and industry’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Coancil of MGniscers Tnesday 
approved of a general agr^ 
nent on cooperation with 
Maiayaa in economic, tedi- 
nical, scientific and cultural 
fields- wtaidi will be signed in 
Amman during a ^isit to Jor- 
dan by the Malayrian prime 
minisi er early next month. 

The Cabinet authorised 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali to sign the agreement 
on behatf of die g(^mment. 

The agreement is designed 
to encourage the imple- 
mentation <rf development 
projects to benefit both conn- 
tries in ^ncuhnie, energy, 
sdence, tedinology and in- 
dnstiy and promote religious 
activities aid publications on 
die history, traditions, cns- 
t oms and culture of the two 


The Council of Ministers 
gave its consent to the ex- 
change of memoranda b^ 
tween Jordan and Japan con- 
cerning a S5 million grant 
from the Japanese govern- 
ment to Jordan in the form of 
agricultural machinery and 
ferdliseis. 

The grant agreement, 
which is to be signed by 
Nfinister of Planning Hisham 
Khadb, stipulates that the 
agricultural materials should 
be bought from Japan or any 
other country by mutud 
agreement. 

Apart from buying the 
materials, the grant mil also 
cover the cost of transporting 
them to Aqaba. 

The Cabinet also ^iproved 
of an extension to tte school 
hmcb programme sponsored 
by the Worid Food Program- 


me (WFP) for another three 
years. 

The project entails provid- 
ing meals to sdiool students 
in the rural regions to im- 
prove their health status and 
adolts at the adult and liter- 
ary education centres as well 
as vocational training centres 
for women run by & social 
development centres in the 
countiy. 

Also Tuesday, the Cabinet 
decided to de^tch a tech- 
m'cal team fro in the Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 
to Turkey on Sept. 28 on a 
10-day visit to inq>ea water 
projects in Ankara and other 
projects that are similar in 
nature in order to benefit 
from the Turkish experience 
in the course of restructuring 
the water network in Am- 
man . a nroject funded by the 


German Development Bank. ! 

WAJ Director General 
Qnsai Qteishat will lead the 
team on the visit to Turkey. 

The cabinet also formed 
Jordan’s delegation to Brus- 
sels to conduct negodatioRS 
on a Jordanian-Belgian air 
transport agreement. Civil 
Aviation Anthority (CAA) 
Director General Ahmad 
Jweiber will lead the delega- 
tion. 

Mr. Jweiber was autho- 
rised by the government also 
to sign a memorandum on air 
transport between Jordan 
and Japan. 

Hie government also gave 
its consent to hosting a meet- 
ing in Jordan by the Arab 
Railway Federation. The 
meeting is to be held in Am- 
man in October 1995. 


TCC chief to retain position 

Home Country Direct service introduced 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Director 
General of the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) Ahmed Nawawi will 
retain his job at the head of 
Jordan’s highly profitable 
telecommunications 
monopoly in what appears 
as a reversal of his resigna- 
tion that was accepted by 
the Cabinet over two weeks 
ago, informed sources said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Nawawi was still per- 
forming his duties at the 
corporation Tuesday, the 
day when his resignation 
was simposed to have gone 
into effect. The sources did 
not elaborate on the 
reasons behind Mr. Nawa- 
wi's reversal of his decision 
to resign. 

Mr. Nawawi's resigna- 
tion had come two days 
afrer he gave a controver- 
sial interview in which he 


monopoly for the provision 
of paging services. 

In the interview, pub- 
lished in A1 Ra'i newspap- 
er, Mr. Nawawi also de- 
fended a decision to award 
a contract for the provision 
of cellular phone service to 
a local group that would 
introduce the service in 
cooperation with the U.S. 
company Motorola. The contract 
caused controversy because 
Mofoola . is on the list of 
companies banned from 
doing budness in the King- 
dom under the Arab 
boycott of Israel, although 
the tender specified that 
bids for Che contract by 
companies on the boycott 
list would not be consi- 
dered. 

Meanwhile, the TCC 
announced Tuesday the in- 
troduction of what is called 
the Home Country Direct 




(HCD) service which 
allows callers to charge in- 
ternational calls to the re- 
ceiving parties upon their 
approval or to their credit 
cards. 

Foreign businesspersons 
and tourists as well as 
Jordanians travelling to the 
countries in which the ser- 
vice is provided will be able 


CO use the service by dialing 
access numbers. Jordanian 
businesspersons travelling 
abroad will be able to 
charge the calls to their 
lo^ numbers. 

The service is available in 
the United Kingdom, the 
U.S. and Aus^ia, and 
TCC sources said it will 
soon be expanded to in- 
clude other countries. They 
said the service will be simi- 
lar to collect calls which are 
not available in Jordan. 
They said the collect call 
service was cancelled be- 
cause the TCC could not 
obtain fees on calls charged 
to overseas numbers which 
could not be traced. 

A TCC official said it is 
unlikely that the collect ser- 
vice will be available to 
citizens in the near future. 

The access codes for the 
countries connected to the 
service are: IS 800 703, the 
U.K.; 18 800 002, the Un- 
ited States 18 800 000, Au- 
stralia. 


Defendants continue to disrupt State Security Court trial 


AMMAN (AP) — Defen- 
dants on tri^ for snbveision 
Tuesday dS^pted proceed- 
ings and forc^ an adjourn- 
ment after refuting the testi- 
mony of an intelligence agent 
and spitting at him. 

Colonel Hafez Amin, who 
is {heading over die tiiiee- 
man State Security Court, 
ordered five of the 22 defen- 
dants out of the courtroom 
and adjourned die trial until 
Wednesday. 

It was die second time in 
die 17-day trial that the de- 
fendants disrupted court pro- 
ceedings by shouting sloga^ 
and refuting testimony in 
violation of the court’s code 
of behaviour. 

On Sunday, die defendants 
also forced an adjournment 
after publicly withdrawing 


testimonies givra during pre- 
trial interrogation. 

Tuesday’s clamour began 
when one of the defendwts 
refuted the testimony of an 
inteUigence agent and started 
shouting ‘‘AUahu Akbar” as 
the officer testified to having 
seized explosives from the 
homes of the suspects. 

Offier defendants joined in 
the uproar and one of them 
sfnt in die fece of die officer. 

The defendants, who can- 
not be identified under court 
regulations, are known as 
“Arab Af;^ans.” They are 
former volunteers in the 
191^90 Afghan resistance 
ggainj^ the Soviet occupation 
of Afghanistan. Three others 
arc at large and are being 
tried in a^ntia. 

All 25 men face the death 


penalty for allegedly carrying 
out a series of ei^losions and 
attempt^ bombing targeting 
movie theaters, supermarkets 
selling alcohol and liquor 
stores in 1993 and early this 
year. 

Prosecutors say the group 
aimed at cleansing Jord^’s 
conservative Muslim society 
of what it regards as Western 
influences that contravene 
Islamic teachings. 

Prosecution witnesses, in- 
cluding explosives experts, 
earlier testified that the 
bombs that went off in movie 
theatres showing pornog- 
raphic films in Amman and 
other dtles contained mate- 
rial similar to that found at 
the homes of the defendants. 


The defendants have I 
pleaded innocent to the I 
accusations, which include ! 
plotting to sabotage the U.S.- , 
backed hfiddle East peace 
process by assassinating | 
Jordanian and Palestinian I 
peace negotiators and by 
attacking American and 
Israeli interests in the region. 

During Tuesday’s session, 
three security officers, in- 
cluding the intelligence offic- 
er, told the court that they 
confiscated machine-guns, 
explosives and bomb compo- 
nents from the defendants, 
who were arrested Feb. 8. 
Hie confiscated material was 
presented in court. 

The uproar broke out as 
the third witness was testify- 
ing. 


Salt restaurant owner under arrest 

Nearly all food poisoning patients out of hospital 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Following a 
food poisoning incident last 
week in Salt involving ab- 
out 200 people, a res- 
taurant owner has been 
arrested and one of the 
employees was found to be 
infected with salmonella 
bacteria. 

Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh, who visited the 
Salt hospital Tuesday, told 
the Jordan Times that 
laboratory tests on tiie res- 
taurant's employees found 
lone worker was infected 
[with the salmonella bacter- 
|ia which he could have pas- 


sed on while handling food. 

Improper hygiene is 
often blamed for the trans- 
mittal of such bacteria, said 
the minister. 

The owner of the res- 
taurant who had been oper- 
ating without licence has 
been arrested and is await- 
ing trial; the Barkat res- 
taurant has been closed, 
said the minister. 

He said that the res- 
taurant owner had leased 
the establishment to a 
group of non-Jordanian 
workers, one of whom was 
found to be infeaed with 
the bacteria. 

Meanwhile, the drinking 
water in the Sait area was 


found to be potable and 
free of any contamination. 

Director of the Health 
Department at Balqa Gov- 
ernorate Samir Awamleh 
said laboratory tests on 
Salt's drinking water have 
proved diat water was not 
the cause of the sal- 
monellosis suffered by pat- 
rons of the Barkat res- 
tanrant last Tborsday. 

In a statement quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Dr. Awamleh said 
-that laboratory tests con- 
duaed regularly on water 
samples t^en from diffe- 
rent springs and water 
tanks as well as the water 


Artist gives freshness to a time-worn theme 


By I&B AtaHa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Brochures for a 
current exhibition of works 
by Syrian artist Walid Karisli, 

50, make no mention that the 
artist is phyrically disabled. 
To do so would be an injus- 
tice to masterful work of 
this accomplished artist, 

' triiich stands on its own with- 
. out the need for any resort to 
* r’ melodrama. 

Indeed, the paintings ^ 
Baladna Gallery make it 
bluntly dear to the viewer 
ttet des[^ severe paralysis, 
Mr. Kas^ is leading a fuller 
fife t-han many of ns. 

**There was grief after the 
at first, bot now 
there is no sense of loss,” 
says Sabri, a friend of 
the artist who came to Jordan 
fo help oversee the exhibi- 
tion. 

Predominant throughout 
foepaintm^ dtoseo for the 
eidiibit are die narrow streets 
of the old nei^bourboods of 
Mr. KaiisH's native Damas- 
cus. 

Hie sui^ect has b^n used 
by painters many times_ be- 
fore, bat Mr. Kansli’s uniqiu 
stj^ gives freshness to the 
time-worn theme, blending a 
gritty realism with twilight 
shadows and sharia of col- 
our. 

Mounted on die wall in a 
tucked-away corner are' 
paintings wmcb play with 
dhnenrion and perspeAive. 

Domes and rooftops curve, 
swdi and bulge beneath the 
gaze of the observe, wto is 
'v placed by the artist in a birds- 
‘r eye view from above. 

Mr. Karisli bad bM a 
- Student of electrica! engine* 
ing at the Soviet Leningm 
Academy before a swimming 
’ acddrot robbed him of the 
use of both legs and parti^^ 
crimiled one arm, Mr. Sahn 


m 





‘Contractors^ group 
government help on 




\ ^ - -M - 










‘^Before the acddent, be 



. turn enlttted “Tlie Ba riteM F lgHg Mony” 

I in •* ***« Reyel Cultural Coitre at 7J0 p.m. 


* CMdt«’sptoyin AnJ4c«rtill«d‘'nKF«tival”attlKR^ 

Cattard Ctoxit at 10rf» a.in. 

exhibitions 

* E.llB>itK» of <« 

nSM tni.-7K)0 pjn.) *19861). 

rfst Wdid Qarsfli at Baladna 


it lerhihitiAn nf paiating g hy Yonerf Al Raddawi at the Royal Cultnral 
Centre. 

■tr F.«hihit*on of Chinese .painth^ and handicrafis at the Royal 
Cnltaral Goitre. 

it Rghihition of paintings by Iraqi artists Sa’d Al Ta*i, Talal Issa 
and Mabdi Al Assadi al iU *Ain Art Gallery (Tel. 644451). 
it **Ttie I M ness Exhibit** — b^nningis of photography in Jerusalem 

and the Hdy Land at the American Center exhibition hall, 
Abdoim. 

if ntitied **Hme-2 Space 1” by Sarnia Zaroo at Darat Al 

Fnnnn of the Abdul Ham^ufi Shoman Foundation in Jabai 
Luweibddi. Also sliowii^ ^‘peniiaiieDt” exhibition of 56 Ar^ 
CMitemporary artists (Tel. 643251/2). 


By a JcH'dan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The Jorda- 
nian Contractors Associa- 
tion (JCA) Tuesday urged 
the government to refrain 
from awarding public con- 
struction tenders to non- 
registered contractors and 
requested help in solving 
the association’s problems 
with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

JCA Pretident Moham- 
mad Murad made the re- 
quest at a meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and associa- 
tion board members. 

The prime minister lis- 
tened to a briefing on the 
contractors* operations and 
the situation in the con- 
struction sector as well as 
the problems it was facing. 

Mr. Murad smd Jordan 
has 7(X) registered contract- 
ing firms operating with a 
total capital of nearly 


JD4(X} million, but under- 
taking annual contracting 
business estimated at near- 
ly JDl billion. 

Mr. Murad told the Jor- 
dan Times later that the 
JCA demanded that the 
government uphold article 
vm of the association law 
which stipulates that all 
government tenders should 
be awarded to registered 
and qualified contractors 
and that the local qualified 
contractors were willing to 
carry out government- 
funded construction pro- 
jects which should all be’ 
referred to them rather 
than foreign contractors. 

Asked about the difficul- 
ties which the local contrac- 
tors were facing, Mr. 
Murad said that Jordanian 
contractors were often en- 
countering problems with 
Ministry of Education pro- 
jects because the ministry 
was not living up to the 
contracts and not honour- 


network in the dty of Salt 
have proved that all water 
resoorces there are safe. 

AH the patients who 
were being treated at Al 
Hussein Hospital for sal- 
monellosis have been dis- 
charged, except for five 
chiltfren. 

Hospital sources told the 
Jordan 'Hmes that all five 
children were expected to 
be discharged by Wednes- 
day. 

The children are all in 
stable condition though 
they were still suffering 
from mild diahrroea. but 
they wU no doubt be dis- 
charged Wednesday, said 
the sources. 


requests 

problems’ 

mg Its commitments. 

He said the JCA has 
recmested that the Ministry 
of niblic Works and Hous- 
ing take over the responsi- 
bilities of the Ministry of 
Education's construction 
projects. 

lihe prime minister has 
promised to look into the 
matter and pledged the 
government's total adher- 
ence to the laws and regula- 
tions concerning the mlfil- 
ment of contracts, said Mr. 
Murad. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
Petra, quoted Dr. Ma- 
jali requesting the JCA to 
submit their cases to the 
concerned ministries, with 
specific details about dis- 
puted cases so that prompt 
measures can be tsJcen. 

Petra said the prime 
minister recjuested the JCA 
board to bring to his atten- 
tion any outstanding cases 
related to any government 
department. 


Experts call for land use laws 


A painting by Walk! Kaiisly 

wbs alirady an a«omplisfaed to'^d hk'SlSdt pled”^^^y.”bDt Here'S ^'TTST‘'exhibition. which 

painter " ^d en- no impairment of his opened at the Baladna Art 

Sabn. He was taught his a;„ nn . ...jj ta u u -i mj a fiiii timj thon^ts or his emotions,” he Gallery on Monday, will con- 

^ej Iqbal, hemelf an p^^dl^e^aM-hme „„ ®Jed in a bnrst of dee“ rinue intil Sept, k 


T’S GOING ON 


."Inn ^ salinity and fertility of the soil 

a<iopt«i from the school 
ping and land use project was . . ^ 

concluded in Amman Tues- 

day, with the participants 'Hie participants also re- 
urging the government to commended that a soil hand- 
pass land use laws to protect book currently used in Jor- 
the soil. • <1^ be streamlined similarly 

, to those used in the rest of 

A Mtement summing up 


the deliberations recom- 
mended that the government 
introduce soil management in 
its agricultural extension ser- 


unify terms used in this field. 

The soQ mapping project is 
being implemented under a 


contract signed between the 
European Union and the 
Jordanian government in 
1989. The contran, which 
ends in April 1995. is fi- 
nanced by a grant from the 
European Union. 

The project is im- 
plemented by the Soil Survey 
Section of the Department of 
Afforestation and Forests, 
assisted by British consul- 
tants Hunting Technical &r- 
vicesm 


AGIFTTOHELPiChainnaDoftbeBoard the MAP-raa health centre at Sttin camp 
of Trustees of Medical Aid for Patesti- in the eastern outskirts of Amman. The 
.i»nc (MAP)- Jordan, Abdul Mgjid Sho- health centre includes four dinks: genera! 
man Tuesday meets witb Japanese health, dental, gynaecology and chO- 
Ambassador to Jordan Yqji Dieda alter dren’s. Tbe sibling ceremony took place 
signing a ^,308 agreement to finance at the Arab Bank headquarters, 
the purchase of an X-ray unit to be used in 
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xabia courts private sector 


£y Diana Abdallah - 
; . urer 

C*'JBAI — SL^ty years after 
.. -striking ci!. 5audi' Arabia is 
.pressing its large middle class 
.ijjar prospered largely on 

che back c ' st^te spending to 
share ir. generaUng wealth 
' and *.aAe aC'.’.sC of the ris'ss of 
. enterpriii. 

». . The govirnment of the 
cor.servJitve kir.jdom chat is 
the world's bigies: oil expor- 
ter is strapped io? cash ^er 
building an enormously weal- 
thy high-tech economy driven 
by siate-cvviied firms and 
govemrreni sr-ending. 

The 19f0-j; Gulf war. 
when it spent over S50 billion 
to finance the U.S.-led 
alliance that dro\'e Iraq out of 
Kuwait, virtually wiped out 
the state's forei^ reserves. 

V/eak oil prices since have 
forced it deeper into debt 
while Saudis continued to en- 
joy the fruits of virtually 
• guaranteed prosperity at 
home while keeping large 
; proportions of their wealth in 
■ safe foreign investments, eco- 
nomists say. 

"The private sector has the 
means to take a big role. It 
has high liquidity and is 
‘ absorbing the let^nioues." 
says Abdullah Daboagh, 

. secretary general of Ae Saudi 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. 

AJthou^ still in its infant 
stages, privadsadon is pro- 
ving an attractive option for 
the government to raise cash 
from its wealthy citizens. 

!t would also spare it die 


unpopular task of imposing 
taxes on its dtizens who be- 
nefit from a generous welfare 
system. 

“There is more political 
risk in imposiDg' taxes than in 
selling state assets,” one eco- 
nomist said. 

The government will con- 
tinue to control oil producp 
tion but plans to open the 
door for a private sector role 
in almost every other econo- 
mic sector, economists say. 

King Fahd said this year 
the government planned to 
sell public assets and made 
mention of the national air- 
line ^udia. the telephone 
system and oil refining, pro- 
jects that have always teen 
controlled by the state. 

But can the emerging pri- 
vate sector fill the gap? 

“Absolutely,” says Mr. 
Dabbagh. 

He said an estimated $100 
billion are held in the United 
States and Europe by private 
Saudi individuals and 243 bil- 
lion riyals ($65 billion) are 
held in cash and bank 
accounts in the kingdom. 

‘*The money abroad will 
come back trith the positive 
and encouraging investment 
atmosphere in the kingdom," 
he said. 

He said the private sector 
is contributing 46 per cent of 
gross domestic product in the 
lungdom while oil is between 
27 and 30 per cent of GDP. 

The growing private sector 
role was reflected by mount- 
ing demands on Saudi Ara- 
bia's banks for private sector 
loans. Official figures show 


that banks' claims on the 
private sector at end-1^3 
rose by 18 per cent. 

A fail in oil prices last year 
which forced the government 
to cut spending by 20 per cent 
has hastened privatisation 
plans which first started in 
the economic boom of the 


$13 a barrel lows of 1993 will 
benefit the private sector 
especially in construction 
which largely depends on 
public sector orders. 

“Better oil prices mean 
more money for the govern- 
ment which will reflect posi- 
tively on the private sector ... 
also the squeeze in govern- 
ment spenmng unll give the 
private sector a bigger role,” 
Dabbagh said. 

"The government is 
already giving the private sec- 
tor a role in managing gov- 
ernment projects which indi- 
cates the trust of the govern- 
ment in the private sector,” 
he said. 

“There are two trends to 
privatise, one is the manage- 
ment of government projects 
and the other ownership,” he 
said. “The private sector 
owns a lot of the industrial 
and agricultural sectors, con- 
tracting. services, banking 
and construction.’' 

“As far as oil production is 
involved I don't expect a 
private role now because it is 
the main source of income for 
the government. But in pet- 
rodiemicals h is more feasi- 
ble,” be said. “But in the 


downstream side of the oil 
industry tiien it's possible to 
give the private sector a role 
in the future.” 

The private sector now 
owns 30 per cent of the gov- 
ernment's Saadi Basic Indus- 
tries Corporation (SABIO. 
Mr. Dabbagh said there is 
talk of raising that to ^ per 
cent. 

The actual sale of assets in 
state projects has not started 
yet and there are no signs of 
what the next is. 

Some economists say die 
next five-year development 
plan whi^ starts in 1995 
would indude the privatising 
of some government activi- 
ties and that the kingdom's 
economic aims require more 
output from the private sec- 
tor in coming years. 

“Nothing happens quickly 
and the pitx^ has to take 
time ... but it will hai^n,” 
Mr. Dabbagh said. 

Some eooaom^ say die 
private sector has been ex- 
panding at die rate of six to 
seven per cent a year in die 
last decade and forecast a 
four per cent growth in 1994. 

Mr. Dabbagh said the gov- 
ernment was keen to eocoui^ 
age a foreign role in joint 
ventures “whidi would bring 
man^ement, marketing and 
tedmological expertise,” but 
also wanted, to encourage 
more partidpation by Saudi 
dtizens. 

An offidal census last year 
put Saudi Arabia’s popula- 
tion at ahnost 17 million, of 
whom 27 per cent were ex- j 
patriates. 


Japanese expert tells Jordanians 
of ‘experience of Japan’s growth’ 

By Khattab Salman tem. parts directly . For ra^ple, ^nrats tato ptiated croj, 

SpeJal a Ibe Jordan limes Professor Ikeda said that Toyota Motor 223 <=°°ipafa i »illi 

lo me Juraai, Junes jo„janian industrial business- ary parts mmufeenmis. Nis- to, Bnnsh assembly feaor. 
AMMAN — Similarities be- men should invite Japanese san 163, while the G.M. rao- les wily ytet Hitra ct a smag 
tween Jordan and Japan can tian^Iant to come and invest tories use 12,500 subcontrao- portion of the prod uction — 
be utilised in favour of the in the Jordanian market, tors for pans, Forf 7,800 and only th e pre paratory 
Jordanian industrial sector, a especially after the initiation Chrysler 4,000,” Professor such as cutting of le^ vnm 
Japanese economic expert ^tbe peace process in the Ikeda added. and removal of tenmnal coat- 

has said. Middle East. As such. Professor Deeds mgs, and handle almost all of 

Professor Masayoshi Ike- A Royal Commission for said, tte Japanese auto mak- the rmt of the assembly pto< 
da, of Chuo University in Development and Mod- ers depend on 75 per cent of cess in-how. 

Japan, said that both Jordan enusation, total parts made outside tiie bi addition, Briti^ assem. 

and Japan have some com- Royal Highness Crown inotbOT company, while the bly factories handle in-b(^ 
mon characteristics chief Prince Hassan to fodlitate a American 'counterparts de- ^ of the deamand pro^ 
among them the scarcity of proper investment dimatg in pend on 52 per cent only. As tion of pimteddxcuit bonds, 
natural resoorces. the Kingdom, to face ^al- a result the Americans have **Qrciiit boards snztaUe for 

Professor Dte^ said in a ' ienges of foe coming post no room for price-breakdown the company’s orders canoot 
lecture Monday on “foe ex- pt£c era, has recently i^n manoeuvres and deny the be purchased elsewhere, 
perieoce of Jail's economic subcontractors foe oppqrtun- KmDariy, foe assembly wor^ 

growth” delivered at the Picfessor tv^a noted that ity to develop the quality of for c^nn^ cases an pm. 


Forte Grand Hotel that the Japanese style sub^- their products. 


duoed by direct subsidiarMS,” 


Japan has a relatively long tracting system can facUitate Professor Ikeda gave he said. 

industrial histo^ compared the opening of branches and another example of the more Dne to these diSeiem 


with the Jordanian novel ex- factori es c» J 
perience. j»nies abroad; 

He added that the which has pro 
Japanese industrial style sys- cessfiil in Eu 
tem can be utilised success- United States, 
frilly in Ionian if it was given “Japanese 


factori es cu Japanese com- competitive Japanese qrstem assembly approaches, leafing 

paiwftR abroad; an mcperience in the pioductiOD of colour Japanese cedour TV factories 

which has proven to be suc^ television sets in comparison depend on subcrmtiactor for 

cessfiil in Europe and foe with the British e:q>erience. 50 per cent of all tbdr assem- 

United States. The Japanese colour televi- biy process, enabling them to 

“Japanese manufacturers sion set assembly factories' manufacture 100,000 units a 


a chance, noting that some of finkhwH produ^ rely on commission assembly sub- month with 800 tmeratos, 

European and American subcontxactocs to a hi^ de- contractors to handle most of while British assembly factor- 

manufactureia are now gree, but they use very few labour intensive process of ies can produce only 60J100 

adopting the Japanese sys- manufectnrers of primary insertion of electronic com- sets wifo 1,300 operators. 


Italian government and 
unions tussle over pensions 


Clouds linger over Turkey’s silver lining 


ISTANBUL (R) — The Tur- 
.kish economy is showing 
.* signs of improvement five 
, ' months into a belt-tightening 
‘ package but economists said 
. the country remained prone 
to hidden dangers. 

Some good figures have 
' (emerged since Prime Minis - 
i. terTansu Ciller unveiled me- 
, ^ures to contain snowballing 
2>udget and trade defidts. 
^However, a closer look is not 
" encouraging, they say. 

. ' “To me. the crisis has not 
r, bottomed out yet. The au- 
ferity package' was a first 
:!^ep, but it made the friture 
Inore uncertain. A crisis in 
■ .1'995 may even provoke nos- 
1 talgia for this year,” said 
,Taner Berksoy, professor of 
‘ economics at Marmara Uni- 
. versity. 

Analysts say the emergen- 


cy measures, by nature short- 
term, did not go far enou^ 
in restructuring Turkey's 
state-dominated economy. 
"Fundamental problems 
have not been tadded.” said 
an economist at a private 
bank. 

Monthly inflation slowed 
down to two per cent iu 
August from 24.8 in April, 
thanks to the domestic de- 
mand which was axed by 
April's massive price hikes 
and cuts in government in- 
centives. 

Ms. Ciller pledged to keep 
inflation at 20 per cent in the 
second half in a standby deal 
with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

But economists, pointing 
at immeased consumer spencf 
ing, the expec^ weakening 
of the lira against the dollar 


and seasonal fectors, say in- now appear in the offing uid 
flation should op from there is talk foe ooalhion 
September. government could go for 

The government has trum- snap general polls instead, 
peted a new-found surplus in “The economy needs a 
the current account, up from rest, not elections. Tbat 
a deficit last year of $6.4 (election spending) would 
billion. But analysts say poor spark a new austerity pads- 
demand for imports from the age, and even a tourer 
aeoeoik; economy should get one,” Mr. Berksoy said, 
the credit instead. Privatisation also turned 

Spending cuts and one-off out to be murkier than ex- 
taxes have narrowed the pected . 
budget deficit but Ms. GUer A new trill aimed at speed- 
is expected to revise iqiwaid ing up sell-offo may sooo*get 
the year-end target defidt throu^ parliament after two 
from an earlier |Hojection of earlier ones hit constitutional 
no trillion ($3.2 billion). The ■ obstades. 
deficit was 129.4 trillion last Dumping ineffideot state 
year. Anns may fill Ankara’s cof- 

The growing prospects of fers wifo cash but critics say 
an early general election foe lack of reform in sodad 
sometime in 1995 mean I^. security and agricultural sub- 
GUer may start loosening the sidles mil still weigh on the 
purse strings- By-electious budget. 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Sflvio Berlusconi 
met trades union leaders 
Tuesday to thrash out pen- 
don reforms in the first major 
test of his ^veroment’s re- 
solve to keep a fid on state 
spending. 

“The day of truth fr>r pen- 
sions,” commented La Re- 
pubbiica newspaper after 
media magnate Berlusconi 
issued a call for belt- 
tightening and rigorous cuts 
in welfare benefits. 

Unions have th^tened a 
“hot autumn” of conflict if 
1995 budttt plans are not 
rewritten.^e government is 
looking to slash at least eight 
trillion lire ($S billion) fr^ 
Italy's generous state pension 
bill. 

Mr. Berlusconi promised 
Monday the budget law 
would be submitted to parlia- 
ment by foe end of SqfMem- 
ter and said he was prepared 
to discuss details of planned 


deficit cuts with the CGIL, 
CISL and UlL union confed- 
erations. 

“We cu negotiate on de- 
tails of how to go about cut- 
ting spending and foe public 
defidt. but on foe rigour and 
foe objectives there can be no 
discDssion,” he told reporters 
at bis luxury viUa outside 
kfilan. 

He said Italy needed to 
find savinp for 1995 of some 
47 trillion lire ($^ billion). 

liie treasury's original fi- 
gme of 45 trillion lire (28.8 
billion) has crept upwards as 
holtt in 1994 acoonnts have 
emerged and interest rates 
have pushed up foe cost of 
servidng foe country's $1.5 
trillion debt mountain. 

Unions have said they do 
not dispate foe savings figi^ 
itself tet do not ag;rce with 
the balance between savings 
and cuts. They want more 
eiBjriiasis on clawing back 
cash from rampant tax eva- 


sion and from foe sale of state 
assets. 

Mr. Beriosconi's govern- 
ment has pinpointed the 
generous, and much abused, 
pensions system as the msm 
threat to foe country’s cof- 
fers. 

Italy has some 20 millioD 


pendoneis, just over one in 
three of the total population, 
with over a third of foe stated 
total annoal expenditare used 
to cover foe cost. 

Italy arguably has foe moa 
generous pensions system in 
foe developed wortd<« 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEEHiESDAY S E PT E MBER 14, 19M 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day and evening to be wide awake 
to all kinds of new and advanced ways to get ahead. Be ca ae tal of 
delays from conditioDS in the past thm have never been cmnpleiely 
decided upon or settled. 

ARSES; (March 21 to April 19)SuercfearoCabigwigintheniormi]g 
who can deter your progress. Try to see as many gOM firie^ as yon 
possibiy can for your own Elanriness. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 2)). Morning h roug^ sledfii^ 
with a new venture but later aD works out weD. Come to a 1*^* 
understanding with a wise partner. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) In the morning, a friend -caa be 


LL4E rules out taxes, bond to fuel ‘95 revenues 


.^U DHaFI (R) — The budget resources," foe UAE 
United Arab Emirates newspaper Al Khaleej 
(U.AEi minister of state for quoted Mr. Tayer as saying, 
finance and industry Ahmad Finance and Industry 
Bin Huniaid a! Tsyer ruled Nfinister Hamdan Bin Rashid 
out inmosing tare's in foe Al Maktoum, said in a dreu- 

Arab Gu!f state or issuing lar published in Al Ittihad 
, bonds as measures to raise new^per Sunday that 1995 


1995 budget re-'enues. 

The UAE instead asked 
'ministries to curb spending. 

‘ “There is no intention of 


resources would be the same 
as in 1994 and called for 
ministries to curb ending. 
He gave no figures but 


imposing taxes or issuing 1994 budgeted revenues 

treasury brnds to increase were 16.2 billion dirhams 


($4.4 billion) and spending 
17.61 bUlion efirhams ($4.79 
billion). 

Satimlay was the deadluK 
for ministries to submit their 
1995 wish-lists but Mr. Tayer 
was quoted as saying only sx 
minisliies had so fer. 

There is no income tax in 
foe UAE but this month it 
rabed fees for a range of 
administrative services in- 
cluding renewals of licences 
and visas. 


Mr. Tayer tcrid Reuters be- 
fore issuiDg die 1994 budget 
last yw that in addition to 
trimming spending the UAE 
would ask ministries to in- 
crease fees and service 
charges. 

The Arab Gulf state is 
trying to increase its non-oil 
revenue to lessen reliance on 
its main export earner. A fell 
in oil prica in 1993 was a 
factor in trimming spending 
in 1994. 


.th^best 

meas 
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Borden accepts $2b merger bid from KKR/ RJR 


NEW YORK (R) — In a $2 
biliion-deal, and pasta 
giant Borden said Monday it 
mil be acquir^ by Kohibeig 
Kravis Roberts (KKR), 
marking the biggest acqutsi* 
tion by the leveraged buyout 


majority control of the tobac- 
co and consumer products 
giant to S2 billion. It bought 
RJR Nabisco for S25 billion 
five years ago. 

Borden has been struggling 
with weak earnings. In Janu- 
ary, it launched a restructur- 
ing aimed at selling off weak 
units and turning its profits 
around, but with mixed re- 
sults. 

KKR said it expects a de- 
finitive merger a^eement to 
be executed within two 


It said the exchange is sub- 
ject to certain limitations on 
the number of shares to be 
issued. It said the purchase 
price represents a premium 
of 22.6 per cent over the 
closing market price of Bor- 
den's common stock on Sept. 


RJR stock, sriiicb dosed 
Friday at S7, also on the 
NYSE, was not trading early 
Monday after the announce- 
ment. 


RJR Nabisco said upon 
KKR’s successful acquisition 
of 100 per cent of Borden, it 
would issue to Borden about 
SSOO million of newly issues 
RJR common for newly 
issued Borden shares prices 
at $14.25 each, representing a 
20 per cent interest in Bor- 
ien. 

The final number of RJR 
shares issued for Borden 
stock will be determined by a 
pricing mechanism to be 
agreed on by RJR and KKR. 


Oman steps up 
investment drive to 
offset low oil prices 


Beijing claims foreign firms defrauded $10b 


from the State Administra- 
tion for Inspection of Import 
and Export Commodities 


of equipment contributed by 
foreign investors, said the 
offidal. 

Those investigations 
assessed* equipment with a 
stated value of $1.3 billion as 
actually being worth $900 
million, and felped Chinese 
firms recoup $400 million in 
compensation, the newspap- 
er said. 

Hie newspaper did not ex- 
plain or give details on the 
much larger figure of $10 
billion alleged to have b^n 
stolen by foreign investors. 

China now has 47,000 joint 
ventures, and the govern- 
ment's new charge of massive 
fraud by foreign partners is 
likely to affect present and 
potential investors. 

Duringl the first six 
months of the year, China 
approved more than 2,500 
foreignl-funded projects 
valued at $44 billion. 

Meanwhile, a Chinese 


treasury offidal has said that 
tax reforms have not affeaed 
the bulk of foreign firms oper- 
ating in China this year. 

Qien Lianbo, tax depart- 
ment director for forei^ers, 
dismissed reports published 
abroad that the tax reforms 
which came into effect in 
China at the start of 1S194 had 
led to sharp cost increases. 
He called them a “groundless 
distortion of facts." 

Mr. Chen told the English- 
language China Daily that 
the 30 per cent increase in 
taxes received by the state 
from foreign companies for 
the first seven months of this 
year was due to the country's 
strong industrial growth. 

“Ibe reform has actually 
reduced their turnover tax 
burden," said Mr. Chen. One 
third paid less tax. one third 
paid the same amount as last 
year and another third paid 
more. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman is step- 
ping up a drive to attract 
investment as pan of sweep- 
ing reforms aimed at fortify- 
ing its economy against vola- 
tile oil prices, bankers said 
Monday. 

A year after it introduced 
selective income taxes, the 
government has modified its 
corporate laws to make in- 
vestment more attractive for 
foreign businessmen seeking 
to tap the countiy's abundant 
energy and cheap labour. 

The new laws give priority 
to holding companies, whid 
usually have a large capital 
and are entitled to set up 
other firms in various fields. 

Such companies also have 
numerous shareholders and 
this will enable Oman to 
broaden the base of local and 
foreign investors. 

“Tne new laws will take 
effect in early October and 
they are part of a comprehen- 
sive overhaul of the legal 
investment and taxation 
framework in the country," 
an Omani bank manager told 
AFP by telephone from Mus- 
cat. 

“The laws will largely 
facilitate the establishment of 
investment companies, main- 
ly holding firms, as they re- 
move red tape, provide 
guarantees for investors and 
give a clearer picture of the 
economic regulations," he 
said. 

Bankers did not give de- 
tails of the laws but said they 
mainly cover incentives for 
investors, shorten the period 
needed for approval of a pro- 
ject and limit decision- 
making bodies to a single 
authority. 

Forei^ers could have upto 
49 per cent stake in any ven- 
ture to be set up under the 
new laws, according to the 
bankers. 

The endorsement of such 
iws early this vear has 
already produced results, 
with a new holding company' 
being established with an im- 
tial capital of five million 



Omani riyals ($13 million). 
Subscribers to A1 Anwar In- 
vestment company include 
six local firms, with 60 per 
cent, as well as national and 
foreign individual investors. 

In a report from Muscat, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) semi-official daily A1 
Ittihad said more holding 
companies would be set up 
after the enforcement of the 
new corporate laws on Oct. 

Oman imposed taxes on 

g rofits of I(^ and foreign 
rms last year but exempts 
ventures which are involved 
in certain industrial fields. 
Officials have said the ex- 
emptions are designed to en- 
courage productive projects. 

Oman, which is not an 
OPEC member, produces 
around S00,0(X) barrels per 
day of oil and we^ crude 
prices forced it to slash 
spending by around 10 per 
cent in 1994 to cut a budget 
deficiL 

Officials have stressed 
there would be no going back 
on economic reforms, which 
cover privatisation, relaxing 
investment rules and opening 
the stock exchange for fore- 
igners, sand freeing interest 
rates. 

The government has 
already sold five key institu- 
tions to the public and is 
planning billion dollar pro- 
jects wiA the participation of 
the private sector. 

The reforms have ^ven 
birth to a $78 million joint 
venture withhe UAE and a 
$50 million fund with a 49 per 
cent British equity, the first 
of its kind in the sultanate. 
TWO other similar funds have 
been approved and would in- 
volve several Japanese sub- 
scribers. 

Official figures showed the 
reforms, the largest in the 
oil-rich Gulf, has boosted 
Oman's non-oU sectors, with 
their gross domestic piquet 
surging by 12 per cent in 1992 
and nine per cent in 1993. 

“Providing a sound legal 
and organisational 
framework is essential for en- 
couraging the private sector 
and foreign investors," Oma- 
ni Commerce Minister Mak- 
bul Ibn Ali Sultan, told A1 
Ittihad. "Any flaw in such a 
framework will obstruct eco- 
nomic activities and invest- 


Japanese 
h ank lending 
suffers 

unprecedented 
third decline 

TOKYO (.AFP) — Japanese 
bank tending suffered an un- 
ptcedented third consecutive 
monthly decline in August 
with total advances by all 
banks shrinking 0.3 per cent 
from a year eariier, the Bank 
of Japan has said. 

Lending contracted for the 
first time ever in June with a 
decline of 0.2 per cent from a 
year earlier followed by a 
contraction of 0.4 per cent in 
June. 

A central bank official said 
lending was expected to keep 
shrinking as corporate de- 
manded for funds was likely 
to remain stagnant for the 
time being. 

"There may be the possi- 
bility of a further mdenmg 
the rate of decline of bank 
lending as banks say corpo- 
rate demand is unlikely to 
bottom out until well after 
the year to March," the offi- 
cial said. 

The flat corporate deman- 
ded for loans reSects the 
continued reluctance of 
Japanese companies to in- 
crease capital spending. 

“Companies are also crying 
to pay off debts as pan of 
their balance sheet restruc- 
turing," the official added. 

The central bank said adv- 
ances by city banks — 
accounting for ^most half the 
total — contracted by a smal- 
ler margin in August, as did 
lending by long-term credit 
banks. But lending by trust 
banks suffered a sharper de- 
cline. 

Japan's 11 city banks saw 
lending shrink by O.S per cent 
following a declme of 0.6 per 
cent in July. Advances by the 
nation's three long-term cre- 
dit banks contracted 0.4 per 
cent after the previous 1.3 
per cent fall. Lending by the 
seven trust banks plung^ 3.6 
per cent following a 3.4 per 
cent decline. 

The central bank added 
that ^wth in lending by the 
first-tier regional banks was 
1.1 per cent, the same rate as 
July. But growth in advances 
by second-tier regional banks 
accelerated to 1.7 per cent. 
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^regs problem looms 

large for swimming 


. -ROME (AP) — A world 
championship that had 10 
world records has left the 
sport of swimming in a daze. 
With the spectre of doping 
looming large again, the 
sport doesn't know whether 
to celebrate or hide in shame. 

“I have never before seen a 
situation where, if you win. 
you are tarred with doing 
something crooked," said 
Australian coach Don Tal- 
bot. "If (drug-cheating) is 
allowed to keep going, then 
we are not going to have a 
sport." 

Describing performance- 
enhancing drugs as “the sing- 
le greatest threat to the prog- 
ress and integrity of the 
spon." IS coaches signed a 
declaration calling on swim- 
ming's governing body. 
FTNA. to act now to clean up 
the sport. 

Although the coaches 
didn't mention China by 
name, most of the doping 
accusations have been 
pointed at China's women 
swimmers, who won 12 of the 
16 events and broke five 
world records at the cham- 
pionships whch ended Sun- 
day. 

Dennis Pursley, national 
swimming director of the Un- 
ited States team, was one of 
the 18 who called on FTNA to 
bring in 24-hour notice test- 
ing. 

He said there was a danger 
of dean athletes following 
the same course as the cheats 
simply to keep up with them. 

“It’s a huge concern," 
Pursley said. “I think the 
majcri^ of athletes won't be 
drawn into that. They would 
rather accept losing or getting 
out of the sport rather than 
cheat to win. 

“But I am not naive to 
tiiink that there aren't a few 
of those who would possibly 
Tsson to that,’ Pursley said. 

“At the same time we have 
seen that clean athletes can 
'win whether it’s a level play- 
*ing field or not." 

German star Franzi Van 
Almsick (200 freestyle), 
American swimmer Tom 
Dolan (400 individual med- 
ley), Samantha Riley (100 
breaststroke) Kieren Perkins 
1 400 freestvle) and Jani 
Sierinen (20d medley) were 
the non-Chinese to break 
world records. 

Of tbs Chinese. Le Jingyi 


G/ , 


fkvnzislcs vm Atansick 
set marks in the 50 to 100 
heestyle. He Ghong broke 
the 100 backstroke record 
and the relay teams won die 
4(n freestyle and medley in 
world record times. Le ^g}ri 
went home with five gold 
medals. 

llie best performance by a 
Chinese man came from 
Wang Yiwu, who was axth in 
a 200 breaststroke consola- 
tion final. 

Van Almsick's perform- 
ance was even more remark- 
able because she didn't qual- 
ify for the final. 

The German was ninth fas- 
test and only made the final 
when eighth quickest Dag- 
mar Hase, her country- 
woman, mysteriously deddM 
to puU out. 

’ne sad thing for Hase, the 
Olympic 400 metre cham- 
pion, was that she never 
swam an individual final. Iro- 
nically she was nindi fastest 
in both 400 and 800 beats and 
didn't qualify. 

Another standout perform- 
ance came from Russia's Ale- 
xander Popov, who became 
the first swWner to win both 
the 50 and 100 freestyle titles 
at one world championship. 
Popov, world record boldCT 
for 100 metres, also has both 
Olympic titles and says he is 
unbeatable right now. 

Hungary's Norbert Rosza 
won both the 100 and 200 
breaststroke titles and 
Spain’s Martin Lopez- 
Ziibero. silver medallist in 
the 200 backstroke behind 
Russia's Vladimir Selkov, up- 
set world record-holder and 
defending titiist Jeff Rouse of 
the United States ia the IIW 


INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT AND 
FURs^JSTURE TO THE NEW FACULTIES OF EDUCATION AT 
THE THREE UNIVERSITIES IN JORDAN 
international Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

1 . The govemmenl of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
received a Loan of U.S. $73,0 million from the International Bank 
of Reconstruction and Development- the World Bank-and intends 
to apply part of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments for 
the supply of the goods and services covered by this Invitation. 

2. The Respective Purchasers namely; 

1 . University of Jordan in Amman 

2. Yarmouk University in Irbid 

3. Mu'tah University in Mu’tah 

hereby invite local and international suppliers of educational 
equipment in subject being taught in the faculty of education of 
each one of these three Universities to apply for bidding 
documents and to submit tenders (bids) for the equipment and 
furniture to be provided to the various laboratories, workshops 
and classrooms of the Faculties of Education about to be 
completed in the campus of each one of the respective 
Universities. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from, 
and inspect the Bidding Documents for each of the three 
Universities: (1) at the University of Jordan in Amman, (2) at the 
liaison office of Yarmouk University located at the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology building inside the campus of the 
Royal Scientific Society, (3) at the liaison office of Mu'tah 
University located at Samir Rifai St.-Jabal Amman between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday to Wednesday from 
September 14, 1994 to Oct. 5, 1994. 

4. A complete set of the Bidding Documents may be obtained from 
the above referred offices on submission of a written application 
and upon payment of a non-refundable fee. All payments will be 
by a Bank draft or certified bank check in currency of the 
purchaser's choice or in cash made out in favour of the 
respective University. Price of purchasing the documents would 
be the equivalent of the Jordan Dinar as follows: 

-For Delivery to personal callers JD 15.000 per Lot. 

- For Delivery by local Mail to Local Bidders JD 25.000 per lot. 

- For Delivery to Overseas Bidders by Courier Service JD 25.000 
per Lot plus JD50 for all Lots. 

Bids will be priced and submitted separately for each 
individual Lot to each respective University. Contracts 
will be awarded for a Lot (by/Lot) basis to the lowest 
evaluated bidders who would prove capable to carry out 
the requirements of the contracts to be signed. Bidders 
could be awarded more than one Contract of each. 
Closing date for the bid submission will be noon of 
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 1994. Bids shall have a validity of 90 
days and will be accompanied Issued by The University of 
Jordan, Yarmouk University and Mu’tah University by a 
^-id security to the value of about 3% of the Bid Price and 
I of duration of 120 days. 



Maldini, Agassi 1 

Savicevic NEW YORK (AP) — He fT 

was on his knees, his eyes ^ 

- a^ow, mumbling a word or ? 

O C L LO two to himself on the stadium ^,^4 

coun. |Fr 

1 f f*> “I can't believe it," Andre 

ICIUIII lur Agassi said. “The whole 

^ybe this was the real 
-A V Agassi on Sunday, a cham- 

pion at the U.S. Orcn, pro- 
ROME (R) Italy left back ducing a ^1, (7-S) vjcroiy 


A gassi breathes life back into tennis 


Paolo Maldini and Mon- 


‘ Michael Stich that had 


tenegrin Schemer Dejan everything to do wft subst- 
SavicSvic are both set to re- preaous littie with 

turn for holders AC Milan in marketing campaigns, 
their opening European Cup Agassi went into this 
champions' League maten toumMent ui^eded and 

away to Ajax Amsterdam bwt five seeded playeis on 


We d ne sd ay. * to the title. Work like 

Maldini has been suffering that is not done with smoke 
from an inflamed adiilles ten- marors. 


won the men's 25 kilometre 
long course race in sea water 
at Terradna and Australia's 
Melissa Cunningham took 
gold in the women's race. 

Chinese divers expectedly 
won four of the six events but 
die first went to Zimbabwe's 
Evan Stewart, the first 
medallist from his country. 

The occasion was man^ 
for Stewart by the fact that 
organiseis did not play the 
right Zimbabwe national 
anthem and that his post- 
event news conference was 
halted when heavy rain 
started pouring through the 
ceiling. 

After that it was a steady 
stream of Chinese victories. 

Defending and Olympic 
champion Fu Mingxia won 
die women’s 10-metre hi^- 
board, Chen Lbda the 1- 
metre springboard and Tan 
Shaping the 3-metre spring- 
board. 

Yu Zhuocheng to win, col- 
lecting gold in the 3-metre 
event and Russia’s Dimitry 
Sautio upset Shu Shuwei in 
the hi^board competition. 

Italy crushed Spam l()-5 in 
the men’s water polo final in 
a repeat showdown of the 
1992 Olympic finalists and 
Hungary downed defending 
titlist the Netherlands 7-5 in 
the women’s final. 

In syi^ronised swimming, 
American competitor Bed^ 
Dyroen-Lancer became the 
third swimmer to win thrM 
golds at one woild cham- 
pionship, triumphing in the 
solo, duet and team events. 


don and has not played com- 
petitively since Italy’s defeat 
by Brazil in the World Cup 
final in Pasadena in July. 

Savicevic missed Milan’s 1- 
1 away draw to Cagliari in the 
Italian League Sunday be- 
cause of a ri^t leg muscle 
strain but should now be fit 
enough to face the Dutch 
champions in the Group D 
match in Amsterdam. 

The return of both eases an 
inj^ and suspension crisis 
which has ruled out a long list 
of key Milan playeis. 

Maldini will play in bis 
usual left back berth in a 
defence led by veteran Fran- 
co Baresi and including Filip- 
po Galli and Stefeno Nava. 


Thousands 
pay last 
respects 
to Wright 


Stich does not know Agapi 

well, but he hM seen th. glitz a ~ ance and produced a iroain, 

and the neou that acxztmpMy V. women's gnal, with 

him wherever he goes. He ^ jafcj* . . ■ -ft wgr Sanchez Vicario beating Stef. 

'll * fi Graf in three sets. ® 

^'’ni'ha^hSrfAerere^s 

heard the" couSde^ptoc- . ^ one'°^Sty d«^ ^o^fc 

"stich’L™™; take kindly ^ 

to foolishness. And this was VHV MB a^en«, Ag^ 

W • V But^dSjSt'twa^to^j 

the^nd, his skills dimi- BitMliiAiflr bettor 

. ha^fotpe^M 

But even Stich was struck brought up to him. And ev- win a tournament. For Agassi What l give^ror tne gane 

by the poignance of Agassi cry body was just rying to it is never that simple. This 


Uung.rvejK>ttokMponay 

dreams, and my dieamg 
to win a tournament Hke t? 
That is where it is at^ 
winning the Grand SiamsT* 
His ATP ranking Mbiwiav 
moved frt)m no. 20 m qq a 
He said it was not ameason! 
able to think he could be. 
come no. 1. If he (fid it 
two weeks, why not k)ng^< 
More immediate!^ b_ 
leaves the open and ^ 
exhibition tour, startiag 
Tuesday night at Alb^v^ 
N.Y., aga^ John McEnroe' 
Agassi said American ffnife 
ne^ a lift and tiie tour h 
important. So muefr so be wiQ 
skip this month’s Davis Cun 
series against Sweden. ^ 
Agassi, in many ways, r^. 
cued the open, a 'toumainent 
that played to record a»^ 
ance and produc^ a irveting 


ence tested by the umpnre. 

But even Stich was struck brought up to him. And ev- win a tournament. For Agassi 


him like the surf. ATP, players. And I think amination of his strength and need to rantinue acting out 

"If you were standing out the image he has is not the will and maturity. Everybody thinta or um, 

there next to him. he was just person he is. To get rid of *T think more than any- y ■}, **2® 


WOLVERHAMPTON, En- 

Mhnirns lined the streets ol Ivamseyic overcomes 

Wolverhampton Monday to ~ . n . 

£^Li?ttPS:a^ Cane at Romaman Open 

ram both at foe Mohneux Monday struggled to *"wrto Brasategui of Spain, 

WriZshJ^'w^’dri^Jufo beatlLyfpaSoSfofo" Ukraine's AndtThfechS 
era ro,^ of foe S550,0q0 ^d ^anT^ Muster 

»r?«^ clay-comt 

^ One day before his 23id players are here, so you have 

nem attended a funeral ser- foe top seed X play good againrf every- 

patched Cane 2-^ 6-3, 6-4 at body," Ivanisevic said. 
Wright, the first British Bu<±arest’s Progresiil clay ^ other matdies Monday, 
player ever to play 100 times tennis arena. Spain’s Alberto Costa upset 

for country t^ 3 ‘Tm coming here after I 
at foe age of 70 after a didn't win any touniament 

lenghty battle with cancer. (in the United States) " he itomama s Andim Pavel 
•<u u I . “ThafV «hv I iitUrf a Airese of Spam 

“He was an absolutely wny i need a ym ^ 

wonderful player, one who (i™® S®* confi- 

would have been worth mil - dence in my game back." — — — 

liOQS of pounds by today’s Ivanisevic, ranked tiiird by 
standards,” read former Eng- ATP, won last year’s Roma- TD -ri c 

land great Bobby Chariton in nian Open, after he beat Ros- 1 1 tioll • 

a tribute. “But he was also a sia's Andrei Cherkasov. _ , ^ 

fantastic person who will be Bot this year he has to fight ^f^QTTICn 

missed but not forgotten." harder to get the $71 ,000 top VJ^0.1JJ.oll 

Murdoch swings NHL TV deal team winS 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Australian-born Rupert Murdoch, 
who shocked U.S. network television with a SI. 5 billion 
deal for American football, made a S1S5 million ^al 
for five vears of National Hockey League games. 

Once again U.S. rival CBS was the loser to Murd(x:h'5 
Fox network, bidding five million dollars under the Fox 
network offer. 

The deal will allow up to 20 NHL telecasts per season, 
with 11 planned in the coming campaign. While seen on 
U.S. cable networks. NHL games have not been shown on 
networks on a regular basis in several years. 

Fox’s coverage will start with next January’s NHL 
All-Star Game and include up to three games from the 
league championship series. 


at Forte 
Grand 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
British-Spanish doubles 
teams of Richard Lewis and 
Gustavo de Aristegin drove 
their victory home in the 
thir d set by •defeating Alis- 
tair PhUip and Mazhar A1 
lazeirah on the tt^ day of 
the Forte Grand/TNT tennis 
toumainent. 

The ladies No. 2 seed Rana 
Kawar fou^t hard to over- 
come Mrs. Otsuka in another 
laiiies cliffbanger. 

An easy viaory was re- 
corded for die no. 1 men’s 
doubles pair Tae-in Lee and 
Kim Neong Woo who (fefe- 
ated German hopefuls 
Stephen Haffner and Hans 
CnxAtmann. 


Stich named to German team 


HAMBURG, Germany 
(AP) — One day after losing 
the U.S. Open final to Andre 
Agassi, Michael Stich was 
named Monday to the Ger- 
man Davis Cup team for the 
semifinal dash against Russia 
Sept. 23-25. 

Stich, who refined the 
No. 2 ranking in the world by 
reaching the final, led the 
German team to the Davis 
Cup tide over Austriilia last 
year. 

Three-time Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker, who 
quit the team last year, is 
missing again for the tie 
against Russia in Hamburg. 

The German Tennis Fed- 
eration confirmed Monday 
that it was negotiating with 


Becker’s manager for his le- 
turn to the team. It smd the 
talks were still geting on. 

The federation said media 
reports that Becker was dose 
to signing a multi-nnllioo 
extract mat wonld retoni 
him to the Davis Cup tean 
were premature. 

Fedmtion chiefs have not 
ruled out Becker returning 
play the final if Germany 
ach^ces, opening a dispute 
with captain P^ldPitic, Stich 
and other players who say 
Becker should not play the 
final if he misses earlier 
rounds. 

In action to Stich, Hlk 
also picked Kaisten Braasefa, 
Marc-Kevin Goelln» and 
Bemd Karbacfaer to feoe the 
Russians. 


alone on the stadium rourt make his image — com- open became a kind of sol^ based on me and ^ I 
while the cheers washed over panies, television people, psj^odrama for him, an ex- am, hesaid. Notanythingl 


tike a little kid,” Stich smd. that is very difficult for a thing this is a reflection of my I will probably hea» it for 

"He didn’t know what to say. young man, and he seems commitment,” he said. “If I rest of my life. But, no, I 
He was just so happy and I . able to do that now a little had gone down to one of got t feel pressure and, no, I 

think he is a nice guy. better.” these other guys during the thmk the g^e is gomg u 

"He wasn’t able to cope Some players simply have week, I would still have been .survive whether I am around 

with all the things people to deliver the right shots to sitting here saying the same or not.” 
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Baseball history hints 
at post-strike future 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
century-old idea detailed in a 
new ^&jor League Baseball 
docomentaxy has given strik- 
ittg players a plan lx> prepare 
for owners terminating the 
1994 ser^D widiout a World 
Series. 

Owners are set to cancel 
the annual champion^p in a 
depute with players over sal- 
ary limits. Baseball's ei^th 
stoppage since 1974 has 
lastM M days, leaving only 
memories sn^ as those in the 
18-honr film history “Base- 
ball.” 

Players have discussed 
forming their own league, a 
solution fost tried in 18%. 
Rivals owners forced the 
fledging 19th oentniy teams 
out of business. But with 
more than 200 player con- 
tracts expiring thu year and 
television financing likely, 
the tune might be right for. 
player-owned teams. 

“W'e're going into un- 
charted waters. Who knows 
what will happen? Players 
might make their own 
league,” Los Angeles Dod^ 
gas (»tcber Orel Hershiser 
said. “There 'might be bank- 
ers just to back 100 per cent 
pla^r ownership. Then there 
would be no argrmient about 
cutting up the pieces of the 
pie.”- 

Those who tail to learn 
from the past are doomed to 
repeat it, warns Dodgers’ 
outfielder Brett Butler. 

“Zf they close the doors, 
you and 1 in our lifetime mil 
not see a diange like we will 
see in baseb^,-” be said. 
“Players would be more than 
wilU^ to start their own 
league rather than go with a 
salary cap.” 

“Baseball” director Ken 
Bums, who created a land- 
mark film on the U.S. Civil 
War in 1990, finds ^ tribute 
to the game now more of a 
eulogy. The' film debuts Sun- 
day on U.S. television and 
wil! be shown on nine con- 
secutive nights. 

Bums spent four years on 
the project, causing a 12-year 
marriage to his college 
sweetheart to fail apart. But 
the life-long basebs^ fan in- 
dulged his passion, spea^g 
with childhood and 


coming the' ultimate fan 


‘Tve told 
of both sides 
custodtans of something a lot 
more important than the bot- 
tom line,” Bnms said. “My 
worry is the strike will extend 
into 1995 and have kind of a 
devastate efiect.” 

“Delving into the history 
.of the game, we might find 
some answers for the pre- 
sent,” Boms said. '“Many of 
the questions being played 
out todr^ were {riayra out 
back in the early part of the 
20th centnry. There's a sense 
that in a q)ort constantiy 
soul-searching, as baseball 
seems to be, you can under- 
stand the present by looking 
at the past.” 

The documentary uses 
4,000 photographs and 70 in- 
terviews to examine base- 
ball’s evolution from 'cricket 
through the formation of the 
first professional club 125 
years ago. Top ^yers went 
to the highest bidder before, 
owners took control of the 
game by forming the Nation- 
^ League in 1^6. 

The film also the 

1919 Qiicago White Sox, 
who took money from pmb- 
lers to throw the World 
Series, and tiie plight of black 
players. Blacks were denied a 
place in Major Leagne Base- 
ball until Jackie Robvnson 
joined the Brooklyn Dodgers . 
in 1947. 

.’*The story of baseball is 
the story of our* country,” 
Bums said. *Tt's abont race 
and class. It’s about labour 
and management, the role of 
women, & ^owtii and de- 
cay of cities. It’s about the 
rise of popular coltore and 
the nature of mythology.” 

Bums, who next plans to 
e xamin e the life of U.S. Con- 
stitntioD founder Thomas Jef- 
ferson, developed a love of 
baseb^ u^e a dtOd. His 
mother fought breast cancer 
for mght years before dying 
when he was 11 years old. 

“While all that horror was 
happening, baseball became 
my sole r^ge,” Bums said. 
“It was the o^y thing that 
gave me peace and {Measure. 

1 didn't really have. a duld- 
bood except for basebali.” 


Lotus gets stay 
from bankruptcy 


LONDON (AP) — The 
Lotus Formula One team was 
granted a temporary stay 
from bankruptcy Monday 
when a high court put the 
British-based team under the 
control of court-appointed 
administrators. 

The action will allow Lotus 
to continue paniciparing in 
Grand Prix races despite 
debts totalling £10 million 
(SI5 million). 

Lotus wen 137ormula One 
drivers' and constructors' 
world titles from 1963-73, but 
has struggled in recent sea- 
sons. 'The team has yet to 
score a point in 12 races this 
year. 

“It is veiy sad that such on 
illustrious team 'nas to seek 
the protection of the court,’' 
said Neil Cooper, one of the 
appointed administrators. 
“This reflects their indiffe- 
rent performance in the last 
year and a gap in spon- 
sorehrp." 

“As administrators we will 
establish as soon as possible 
the possibility of reorganising 
the company's indebted- 
ness." Cooper said. “In the 
meantime, with the con- 
tinued support of the team's 
sponsors, 'Lems will be con- 
tinuing TO race.' 

The court heard that, in 
Sunday's Italian Grahd Ihix. 
Lotus "driver Johnny Herbert 
was robbed of the chance of 
putting a newly-developed 


Honda en^ne through its 
paces because of an incident 
on the first bend in which he 
was innocently involved. 

The race was restarted with 
Herbert in a car powered by 
an older en^e and he re- 
tired after 13 laps. 

The judge ruled that the 
new engine should have a 
chance to prove itself in the 
Portugue^ Grand Prix Sept. 
25 and the European Grand 
Prix Oct. 16. He ordered the 
administrators to return to 
court Oct. 24 with a report on 
the company's progress. • 

The move increases the 
likelibocKi of Lotus being 
sold. Tne Evening Standard 
newspaper reported Monday 
that Managing Director Peter 
Collins will turn to old friend 
Nigel Mansell for help. 

Mansell, former Forrnula 
One and Indy-car champion, 
started his career with Lotus 
in 1980. He is returning to 
Formula One for three races 
with the Williams team at the 
end of this season, but his 
prospects for next year are 
uncertain. 

The Lotus racing team is 
not connected with the car 
manufacturers of the same 
name. 


Japan threatens to pull support for OCA chief 


TOKYO (R) — Japan 
warned Tue^y it would not 
support the reelection of the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) chief after an etnbar- 
rassin| row that nearly led to 
a Chinese boycott of next 
month’s Asian Games. 

The OCA effectively can- 
celled an invitation extended 
to Taiwan's President Lee 
Teng-Hui Monday after the 
diplomatic fracas erupted. 

But there were indications 
Tokyo planned to allow at 
least three Taiwanese offi- 
cials induding Deputy Prime 
Minister Hsu Li-Teh and 
Education Minister Kup Wei- 
Fan to- attend the games’ 
opening ceremonies. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun 
newspaper s^ a senior offi- 
cial from the Hiroshima 
Asian Games Organising 
Committee (HAGOC) went 
to Taipei Monday with 517 
idmtity cards for Taiwanese 
athletes, journalists and offi- 
cials induing ffeu and Kuo. 

Hironoshin Furufaashi, 


HAGOC chairman, made 
dear on returning from the 
World Swimming Cham- 
pionships in Rome that hosts 
Japan were furious about the 
OCA’s handling of a con- 
troversial invitation to 
Taiwan’s Lee. 

“Even key members of the 
international sports world 
told (me): ‘What has (OCA) 
President Sheikh Ahmad 
done?”' Furuhashi was 

a uoted as saying at Tokyo's 
farita Airport by Kyodo 
news agency. 

“For the Asian sports 
world and its future, we will 
be at a loss if we leave the 
situation like this,” Furu- 
bashi said. 

Kyodo said Furuhashi 
hinted that the Japan Olym- 
pic Committee, which he also 
heads, would not support any 
reelection bid by Sheikh 
Ahmad at an OCA general 
meeting to be held during the 
Hiroshima Games. 

Sheikh Ahmad AI Fahd .AI 


Sabah of Kuwait was elected 
to the OCA post at an ex- 
traordinary meeting in 1991. 
The OCA chief usually serves 
for a four-year term. 

Sheikh Ahmad’s father 
Sheikh Fahd, who was killed 
during Iraq's August 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait, had held 
the post since the OCA was 
established in 1982. 

In an apparent effort to 
avert a Chinese boycott, the 
Kuwait-based OCA, the 
games' sponsor, on Monday 
announced no politicians 
would be invited to the event 
other than those from host 
country Japan. 

The brief OCA statement 
made no mention of any indi- 
vidual but the move in effect 
cancels an invitation that the 
OCA had extended to Lee. 

H.AGOC's Furuhashi was 
quoted as saying by Kyodo: 
“Now the games will become 
an event with all expect^ 
countries coming together.” 

A record 7,300 athletes 


and officials from 42 nations 
are due to take part in the 
event competing in 337 
events in 34 sports. The 
games are held every four 
years and open in Hiroshima 
Oct. 2. 

China, Asian games cham- 
pions since 1986, is sending 
the largest contingent, with 
779 athletes and officials. 
Taiwan's delegation totals 
397. 

Kyodo said Furuhashi had 
secured support from Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
(IOC) President Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch at talks in 
Paris Sept. 3 for a withdrawal 
of the invitation to Lee. 

Meanwhile, in Taipei, 
. Taiwan accused China Tues- 
day of mixing politics with 
sport. 

Lee has received no official 
notice from the OCA of a 
change to his invitation and 
still plans to anend the 
games, press secretary to the 


told reporters. 

“For the Chinese commun- 
ists to talk this way, they are 
very clearly allowing politics 
to interfere with sports.” 
Chang said. 

He said China's mixing of 
sport with politics could 
affect other aspects of rela- 
tions between Beijing and 
Taipei. 

Foreign Minister Frederick 
Chien said China’s efforts to 
exert international pressure 
to prevent Lee going to the 
games would have a negative 
impact on slowly thawing 
ties, the China Times Express 
newspaper said. 

Lee had not changed his 
plans to attend the opening 
ceremony, Chang said. “Up 
until now the president of the 
Olympic Council of Asia's 
invitation to President Lee 
has in no way changed.” he 
said. 

“President Lee's plans to 
attend the opening 


President Frederick Chang monies of the Asian Games 


in Hiroshima have no: 
changed either,” Chang said. 

China, the Asian Games 
champions since 1986. has 
regarded Taiwan as a re- 
negade pro\ince since the 
civil war on the mainland 
ended in 1949 and the defe- 
ated nationalists retreated to 
the island. 

Lee said Monday the in- 
vitation had nothing to do 
with politics, can see 

that die situation our country 
is facing is fairly difficult,” he 
said. 

“The invitation is to thank 
me for promoting sports and 
my firm support for Olympic 
ideas in the past. It is very 
simple and is completely 
based on sports and has no- 
thing to do with politics. No- 
body has the right to politi- 
cise the matter." 

The Taipei Olympic Com- 
mitte said last week it would 
not boycott the games even if 
Lee’s invitation were with- 
drawn. 


Le Tissier’s double 
downs Spurs 


LONDON (AP) — Matthew 
ie Tisaer scored his second 
gc^ of the game with one 
minute to play Monday to 
give Southampton a 2-1 vic- 
tory over Tottenham in the 
Engiisb Premier League. 

Le Tissier’s goals came af- 
ter Tottenham defender Sol 
Campbell was sent off for a 
controversial foul of Neil 
Heaney in the 75th minute. 
The foul appeared to occur 
outride the penalty area, but 
referee Alan Wilkie showed 
the red card and le Ussier 
converted the spot kick. 

Southampton’s comeback 
against 10 men, producing its 
first win of the season, over- 
shadowed German striker 
Juergas Klinsmann’s sixth 
^al of the season for Spurs 
in the sixth minute. 

The loss kept Tottenham in 
ninth place in the 22-team 
league with nine points, 
although the team wiD lose six 
points at the end of the sea- 
son as pomshment for finan- 
Oial irregularities. South- 
an^on unproved to ISth. 

Before 22,387 at White 
Hart Lane, 'Tottenham took 


Benetton 
denies that 
Schumacher 
is quitting 

GENEVA (R) — Michael 
Schumacher’s Benetton team 
dismissed Tbesday newspa^ 
eis, npons that the world dnv- 
ers’ championship leader will 
leave them at the end of the 
Formula One motor raring 
season. 

The Swiss newspaper Blick 
reported Ttiesday that the 
25 -year- old German’s 
lawyers had given written 
notice to Benetton Managing 
Director Flavio Briatore that 
he would quit at die end of 
the season. 

Benetton spokeswoman 
Maria Bellanca, speaking 
from the Anglo-Italian 
team’s English headquarters, 
said: “As far as the team is 
concerned, that is all specula- 
tion.*’ 

Benetton's runaway start 
to the season, when they won 
six of the first seven races, 
has been checked 1^ a series 
of problems incinding a two- 
race suspension for Schu- 
macher for failing to obey a 
black flag during the Bri&h 
Grand F^. 



PURNISHED/UNFURNISHED 
. APTS. FOR RENT 

In Abdoun, 2 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms. Kitchen, vety 
spacious hall, garage, garden.’ 

In Tla All, 200nr, 3 bedrooms, 3 balhs, etc. 

Tel. 736123/736011 


FURNISHED APT. WITH 
NEW AMERICAN ■ 
FURNITURE FOR RENT 

3 bedrooma, L-shaped salon, 3 bathrooms. 
Available for 10 months for JO 5,000. 

Tel. 826374 


the lead after Klinsmann 
shrugged off a defender only 
to have Saints' goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar save the 
shot with his legs. The ball 
came straight out to Darren 
Anderton, whose shot was 
deflected pertoiy for Klins- 
mann to drive home from five 
yards (metres). 

Both teams had ample 
chances, including Klins- 
maim's miss just wide mid- 
way th rou^ the second half, 
until the disputed penalty. 

After le Tisrier’s pass sent 
Heaney racing dear, Camp- 
bell looked to have tackled 
tiie Saints' striker deanly on 
the edge of the penalty area. 
Tottenham substitute Mickey 
Hazard was booked for i 
testing the awarded spot li 
as le Ussier tied it. 

Spurs then flung them- 
selves forward in a bid to 
regain their lead, leaving the 
door wide open at the back 
for le 'nssicr’s winner. 

It happened when midfiel- 
der Paul Allen crossed low 
from the ri^t and defender 
Stuart Nethercott missed an 
cle'arance, leaving le Tis- 
rier with die easiest of shots 
past helpless godkeeper Ian 
Walker. 


: pro- 
tkick 



Tottenham striker Jorgm Kliasmaim kicks past South- 
ampton defetider Frauds Beoali (r^() to open the score 


during their F.4 Premiership game at Lane Monchy 
(AFP photo) 


DELUXE FURNESMED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two salons, two bathrooms, mod- 
em, deluxe furniture, ground floor with own garden. 
Location: Queen Zein ^ Sharaf Str., close to the 
American Embassy. 

Pis. call 685027 (all day) 
or 687985 (after 4 p.m.) 


SEMI-VILLA 

FOR SALE TO THE ELITE 

Area 300 square metres, two storey, American style with 
well-kept laroe garden, batbeque. fire place, deluxe 
finishing, unique design. 

Location: Umm AI Summaq AI Janoubi. behind the 

Chinese restaurant 

Price: JD 160,000 (non-negotlable). 

Call the owner In person tel.: 696226 


CAR FOR SALE 


FORD Crown Victoria 
Model 1992 

Full Options, Leather Seats, .A/C, Stereo etc. 
Price USS 16,000, Duty Unpaid 
For more information 
Call: 864 061 (1 7.00 - 23.00) 



Two Cans for Sale 


1. Suzuki Vitara 1990, duty unpaid. 
A/C & fuli options, dark blue 
colour. 

2. Ford Taurus 1989, duty unpaid, 
A/C & full options. Gold colour. 

If you are interested, 

please call on Tel: 606638 


A. Work of Art - Kxp^’essed in Petfiinie 


Itisgircd by ihi: paititcr's firr. Hcrbcfolle ;;:iz 
perfumer's ernfr. An ei.’ehiiyiriuji blend ifRose, J 
Tlanj! ir Tuberose, linhtly spicy \L''sub:lyj 
Herbe folic capcitres the unforyiinabk sc: 
French jtnrdcn n bcnuriu-.l sunnner 


lO. . v,^eariao:oov^ ' 


' Slrmfiuini , KMil Mantem n. Phene Faa 


}>.o£6x?s}-i 


T 

s* 

V 

Y 

Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tci.: 618374 - 618275 

AEfiSflOim __ 

Tel.: 675571 

HabU AI RAashIni TlioaCre 

Nabil & Hisham's lel.: 62S155| 

AKLAN THEATRE | 

CARUTO’S WAY 

Sbow; 113). 3:3)- 

Thursday, Friday & Sunday for 
children 

The Care Bears 

at 11:00 a.m. 

the best of comedies: 

Strawrberry War 
(Arable) 

Starring: Ynsra, Mahmoud 

Hamida Sah«ii» Ramt 

Shows BL 12:30. 3:30. &30, &30. I(h30 

THE PELICAN BRIEF 

Shows: (2J0, 3J0. 6:00. ihis. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 

Bruce Willis — in 

Striking Distance 

Shows; 3:30. 5:30 

PrMMiti the play: 

MA MUA AL«AHIH VA RLEWA 
(M is tha tmth Elawa) 

ActiM bfi kiHe SHbab, Aswir KtaB, Merfmu 
Knm. Y««r Y«aicr tad Shaker Jabff . 

mm CwitalK open tt &30 p.m. m 

Presents the political comedy: 
Legal Evanisag EsBtertaiiuueat 
Starring: Abeer ls$a, Daoud Jaiajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call cel.; 618Z74 • 61827,$ 

Today & Evofyday 
Abu^lminMid In sodat comedy 

Presents: I 

The political satire: ! 

' i 

AI Salam Ya Saiam | 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tuesday is the theafre's holiday | 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE YEMENI govern- 
ment is poised to ^ 

muiti-billion dollar conces- 
sion to an international 
company to produce natu- 
ral gas. energy industry 
sources say. 

Yemen is proven to hold 
between nine and 13 triiiion 
cubic feet of gas in the 
Marib region of the country 
in a concession area where 
the Yemnen Hum Oil Com- 
pany is already producing 
up to 185.000 barrels of oil 

The Yemen Hunt Oil 
Company, which comprises 
the U.S. Hum Oil Com- 
pany and Exxon and 
Korea's Yokung. is best 
placed to secure the con- 
tract. But, the sources 
added, the agreement has 
yet to be drafted in the final 
form pending “finishing 
touches." 

Figures of the gas conces- 
sion negotiations are still a 
best-kept secret, but in- 
formed sources in Sanaa, 
the Yemeni capital, say the 
contract would mean an 
annual S2 to S3 billion in 
revenues to the Yemeni 
government. 

Ray Hunt of Hunt Oil 
was in Sanaa last week for 
talks with President AH 
Abdullah Saleh, but an ex- 
pected announcement of 
the sas deal failed to mater- 
ialise. 

Planning Minister Abdul 
Karim Iryani would only 
say that "there could be 
si^iHcani gas deposits" in 
an area calico Jennah. 
southeast of Marib and that 


the gas export project “is 
still under discussion be- 
tween the government and 
prospective investors, in- 
cluding Hunt/Exxon, who 
were the ones that disco- 
vered" the deposit. 

Dr. Iryani put the esti- 
mated reserv'es at eight to 
nine trillion cubic feet, but 
other industry sources said 
the reserves were over 13 
trillion cubic feet. 

“Some gas experts in- 
dications are that the coun- 
try could prove to be the 
largest gas producer in the 
region after Qatar if proper 
exploration and output 
methods are adopted," said 
a senior official of a West- 
ern oil company operating 
in Sanaa. 

India is tipped to be the 
potential buyer of Yemeni 
gas under a bid submitted 
by the Enron oil company. 
Math whom the Sanaa gov- 
ernment has already signed 
a preliminary agreement 
which calls for final accords 
to be negotiated and signed 
before the end of the year. 

But the government is 
known to favour Yemen 
Hunt, if only because the 
gas was discovered in the oil 
concession area given to 
Yemen Hunt under a 
production-sharing agree- 
ment signed in 1984. Pro- 
duction started in Septem- 
ber 1987. 

While that agreement 
does not cover natural gas, 
the very fact that Yemen 
Hum is operating in the 
area is a factor in its favour. 
In addition, Yemen Hunt 
has a pipeline running from 
Marib to Hodeidh port, 
offering a convenient 


medium to transport natu- 
ral gas. 

“However, the govern- 
ment is pressing Yemen 
Hunt to raise its bid for 
concession and match it 
with that of Enron," said 
the oil company official in 
Sanaa. The Enron offer is 
believed to involve up to S5 
billion investment. 

Yemen Hunt is the big- 
gest oil producer in Yemen, 
accounting for more than 
half the country's total out- 
put. 

George Slaughter, gener- 
al managerof Yemen Hum, 
would not comment on spe- 
cific details of the present 
oil concession accord. He 
would only say that his 
company's concession 
agreements with the gov- 
ernment “are not well de- 
fined" and therefore he was 
unable to project long-term 
prospects for his company 
in Yemen. 

According to Dr. Iryani, 
proven reserves of oil in 
Yemen range between 600 
million and 700 million bar- 
rels, but there are strong 
indications are that much 
larger deposits exist in the 
country. 

In addition to Yemer: 
Hunt's 185,000 barrels per 
day (b/d) output, Canoxy of 
Canada produces 150.000 
barrels in the Masila region. 
Nimr Petroleum, a Saudi- 
based company, used to 
produce upto 10.000 b/d. 
but now produces less than 
4,000 b/d. 

However, Yemen has not 
been able to reflect oil re- 
venues on its socio- 
economic development. 
Under the production- 


sharing agreements, the 
government gets less than 
50 per cent of the output, of 
which nearly 80,000 b/d are 
used for lo^ consumption 
at below-cost prices, leav- 
ing little for exports that 
generate revenue to the 
treasury. Whatever re- 
venues do come in are used 
up for food subsidies for the 
country's 14 million people 
estimated at around S400 
million. 

The civil war that ended 
in July did not result in 
serious damages to the oil 
fields that are dready pro- 
ducing. “Production was 
stopped for a few days dur- 
ing the war," said Mr. 
Slaughter. 

Nearly 30 oil companies 
maintain a strong presence 
inYemen in hopes that 
sooner or later they would 
discover crude or gas in j 
their concession areas.' 
These include Arco, British 
Petroleum, Chevron.! 
Occidental. Total andl 
Shell. I 

More than 3,000 Yeme- 
nis and nearly 700 fore-j 
igners work in the Yemeni I 
oil industry, with Yemen! 
Hunt accounting for 1,100 
Yemenis and 350 fore- 
igners. 

A recent blowing up of a 
plane belonging to the 
Swiss Cimex company at 
Aden airport sparked fears 
among Westerners that 
foreigners were being 
targeted by extremist ele- 
ments in post-crisis Yemen. 

But it turned out that the 
attack on the plane was 
carried out by a local em- 
ployee who was claiming 
back pay, sources said. 


Protests force Abbas to postpone visit home 

SAFED (AFP) Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) official who signed the autonomy 
accord exactly a year ago, cancelled a planned visit to his 
ancestral home in the town of Safed on Tuesday amid 
Jewish protests. Israel radio said. Safed town councillors 
declared Mr. Abbas, known as Abu Mazen, a “terrorist.... 
and persona non grata," leading hundreds in demonstra- 
tions against the visit. "We don't want you, go back." 
shouted protesters carrying photographs of victims of 
“terror." Mr. Abbas, who arrived in the setf-nile area of 
Jericho last Friday after almost 50 years in exile, went 
instead to Haifa, a mixed [sraeii and Arab dty in northern 
Israel, where be was to meet the mayor, Avharam Mitzna. 
Israeli police chief Assaf Hefetz advised Mr. Abbas, who 
signed the declaration of principles in Washington on 
September 13, 1993, not to go to Safed for the dme being, 
the Israeli news agency lliM reported. Mr. Abbas was 
bom in Safed, Galiiee, in 1933, and left ahead of the 
creation of Israel in 1948. His family borne is today a 
branch of Israel's right-wing opposition party Likud.' 

Rebels refurning to settle in south Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Thousands of former rebels have 
returned to settle in southern Sudan with their famines *ur 
response to a call for them to lay down their arms, a 
government newspaper reported Tuesday. A1 Guwwat A1 
Musallaha, the mouthpiece of the Sudanese anny, said 
some $.(X)0 families have returned to the areas of Tong and 
Gogriai in Bahr al Ghazal state and another 829 to Deleng 
and Kadugli in Kordofan state. The daily said ^e 
returnees, former fighters of the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA), are being helped with their material nee^ 
in government-controlled areas. It dted the governor of 
Kordofan state. Brigadier Salah AI Ghali, as saying the 
, rebels were being persuaded to return in addition by family 
members still living in the government areas. 

Ankara requests extradition of militant 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey has formally asked France to 
extradite the leader of Turkey's extreme-left group Dev- 
Sol. Dursun Karatas, Turkey's foreign ministry spokesman 
Ferhat Ataman said Tuesday. Mr. Karatas, 41, was 
indicted Monday by France’s top anti-terrorism magistrate 
Jean-Louis Bru^iere. He was arrested early Friday trying 
to cross the Italian-French border using a false Dut^ 
passport. The extradition request was submitted Monday 
under the Council of Europe's Convention on Extradition, 
of which Turkey and France are both signatories, Mr. 
Ataman said. The dossier 00 Mr. Karatas has not yet been 
sent to France, but “is being drawn up," the Tuiitish justice 
ministry said. “We have asked that he (Karatas) not be set 
free, and that he be extradited to Turkey," Mr. Ataman 
said. 

Britons implicated in Cyprus kidnap 

NICOSIA (AP) — Three British soldiers were being 
interrogated Tuesday in the kidnapping of a Danish 
woman, who was grabbed in the night while riding a 
motorcycle with a boyfriend near a southern beach resort. 
A police statement identified the woman as Louise Jensen, 
23, the Cyprus representative of a D anis h tour agency 
called Fritidsresor. It said three British soldiers were 
arrested as “kidnap suspects" and that the woman’s escort, 
Michalis Vassiliades, identified them as the attackers. 
Coast guard, sniffer dogs and Cypriot helicopters teamed 
up in the' search for Miss Jensen, but had not found her 
more than 12 hours after the incident. Miss Jensen and Mr. 
Vassiliades. 21. of Nicosia, were on a road just outside the 
resort of Ayia Napa at 00.45 a.m. (2145 GMT Monday). A 
yellow mini moke, a beach buggy, overtook their motorcy- 
cle, blocked the way and forced them to stop. Two men 
climbed out of the car and went for Miss Jensen. One of 
them struck her with “a metal bar or a shovel," the police 
statement said. A third man chased Vassiliades. but he 
managed to flee on foot and hid in a bush. The three men 
drove away with the girl, and he ran to a police station to 
report the incident. 

Qadhafi calls Haiti dangerous precedent 

*TUN1S (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, who 
fears the west may attack Libya over Lockerbie, said on 


Tuesday a U.S, invasion of Haiti would set a dangerous 
precedent. "If die invasion of Haiti is carried out... it will 
confinn what we have already said about the United States, 
its tyranny, its dangerousness for the whole of humanity, 
and will confinn also that the United States is a state 
without consdence nor morality,'’ Lionel QacUiafi said in 
a statement carried by Libya’s JANA news agency. "If 
Britain agrees to take p^ in the invasion, it will oe a proof 
of what we already said that the so-called Western and 
Christian civUisations are falUng and beoonung a lie and 
treachery," he added. The Libyan leader said be would 
advise U.S. President Bill Clinton to resign rather than 
invade Haiti, which Mr. Clinton has threatened to do to 
overthrow the Caribbean island state’s military rulers. Col. 
Qadhafi also appealed to the Pope "to save wiiat can be 
saved in the temple of the falling Christianism.** 


Tunisian islamist sees hope in Algeria 

PARIS (R) — The emled leader of Tuniaa's outlawed 
Muslim fondamentalist movement was quoted on Tuesday 
as sa^ng there was a chance of a com p romise between 
klamists and military rulers in neighbouring Algeria. 
Racfaed Ghannouchi, who lives in Britain, told the French 
daily Information the negotiations between the Algiers 
authorities and imprisoned leaders of the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) were "the first slimmer of hope in tiie Algerian 
tunoel," he said: “The balance of power now in Algeria 
makes it possible to hope for a compomise. Ihe army has 
not managed to wipe out the revolution. The Algerian state 
is in.the process of dsintegrating. At the same time, on the 
Islamist side, the divisive factors are growing bigger and 
bigger. Hme is not on either camp's ride. *nat explains 
why tile moderates on both rides are trying to negotiate." 
Mr. Ghannouchi, sentenced to life hnprisooment in his 
home country in 1992. is in dose contact with exiled 
Algerian Muslim fundameutalists. He condemned the 
miuders of intellectuab and foreigners by radical guerrillas 
or other shadowy groups. 


Iran seizes nine tonnes of drugs 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran seized over nine tonnes of dru^ in 
three s^arate operations this week, including a two-hour 
dash with smug^ers leading a 40-camel caravan across the 
country’s east, Iran's offidal news agency reported Tues- 
day. Twenty-five camels were killed and 14 were captured 
in the Sunday bust in which Iranian security forces seized a 
large amount of ammunition and nearly seven tonnes of 
dni^, induding 1,886 kilogrammes (857 pounds) of 
morphine and 4,921 kilogrammes (2,237 pounds) of opium. 


according to the report. The caravan was intercepted in the 
eastern province 01 Baluchestan from where the smugglers 
intended to channel the drugs to Europe, according to the 


local police commander, Brigdier Mahmoud Japalaqi. 
Iran’s Islamic Republic News ^ency did not say if any of 
the smugglers were killed or arrested. Japalaqi said that an 
addition 2,125 kilogrammes of opium was seized by force 
during other operations in the province, without providing 
any details. 

Five Lebanese detained in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Hve Lebanese citizens have 
been detained for questioning in connection with the 
deadly bombing of a Jewish community centre, a judge said 
Tuesday. The five, including a Ib-year-oId tray, were 
detain^ Saturday in Misiones province near Argentina's 
border with Brazil, Criminal Court Judge Mario-Jachiro 
D(^ told local radio stations. Mr. Jacbiro Doy said the five 
\rin be questioned by federal judge Juan Jose Galeano, 
who is leading the investigation, ’^e July 18 ^mbing in 
Buenos Aires killed 95 people and injured more than 200. 
The adults detained were Ali Haudi Hussein, Amad 
Jomaa, Walid Jamil and Jassam Dyoyb. The 16-year-old 
was not identified. None of the detainees have been 
diarged. Mr. Galeano last month ordered the capture of 
four current and fonner Iranian officials for qnestioaing in 
connection with the bombing. He also said three current 
employees of the Iranian embassy in Buenos Aires should 
be questioned. However, the supreme court, which handles 
all cases involving foreim diplomats, ruled that there was 
not enough pro^ to force the li^ians to submit to 
questioning. 



Jordan among those voicing 
reservations in Cairo 


From Mariam M. Shahin in Cairo 


JORDAN. Syria, Libya, 
bficaragua and the Vatican 
registered their last re- 
servations on the final text 
of the ^ro plan of action 
at the International Con- 
ference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) on 
Tuesday. 

The five delegations said 
they disapproved of the fin- 
al text gifting reproduc- 
tive rights to individuals 
rather than imuptes only. 
Along with £s'pt> Pakis- 
tan, Iran and utholic na- 
tions, the group had lob- 
bied extensively to change 
the wording in Chapter 
Seven of 16-chapter 
document which granted 
reproductive ri^ts to cou- 
ples and individuals. 

In the original text, re- 
productive rights were 
granted to “marriages.** 
This was changed to mar- 
ried couples and indi- 
viduals, stiU seen by many 
as a condoning of pre- 
marital sex and parenthood 
out of w^ock. 

The document also refers 
to "families in their various 
fonns,” thus making up for 
the deletion of couples and 
other "unions,’’ Western 
delegates said. 

The Iranian dele^te to 
the conference. Moham- 
mad Ail Taskhiri. said Iran 
could not condone any 
sanctioning of extra-marit^ 
sex in the text of the docu- 
ment. Tlie document prop- 
agates the concept of “ss^ 
sex", said Mr. Taskhiri. 
"This violates ail religious 
laws," he added. 

But Muslim and 

Catholic countries won 
points on the “sexual high- 
ground." on many points 
they lost on the ri^i of 
im.'nigrants and migrant 
families to be ^fanted fami- 
ly reunification rights. 
Western countries, led by 
the United Stat^. Canada 
and Srritzerland. were ada- 
mant about leaving out the 
word "right.” ITje final text 
assured only to "vital im- 
portant” of fomily reuni- 
fication. 

Jordan and most of the 
Muslim countries who are 
members in the Group of 
77, lobbied extensively all 
week to ha>« a series of 
alterations and additions 
included in ch^ters of the 
Oiiro plan of action, which 


referred explicitly to 
women's ri^ts. 

The appucation of the 
programme should be, 
“consistent with and have 
full respect for the various 
religious and ethical values 
and cultural backgrounds," 
was one of several addi- 
tions that were included 
bito the Cairo document as 
a result of extensive lob- 
bying from Muslim coun- 
tries. 

Jordan also helped in re-, 
moving an entire chapter 
on sexual rights in the 
document because it was 
felt it would promote 
promiscuity. 

The chapter referred to 
"alternative to early mar- 
riage" for young women. 

Muslim countries also 
imposed on the conference 
a change in reference to 
inheritance rights of 
women. A call to "^ual" 
treatment in inheritance 
rights was changed with the 
help of the Jord^an dele- 
gates to the term "equit- 
able.” 

But the overall agree- 
ment with reservations 
came after much corridor 
diplomacy and delibera- 
tions between several blocs 
that had formed at the 
U.N. conference. The 
Gronp of 77 was united 00 
most issues but its Muslim 
membeis, especially Iran 
and Arab states, took sepa- 
rate positions on sexual 
rights. 

The text of the document 
guaranteed reproductive 
rights which it said 
embraced human rights 
which would allow “cou- 
ples and individuals’’ to 
finely chose the number, 
spMHg and timing of their 
^Idren. 

If the Cairo plan of ac- 
tion, which is estimated to 
cost $17 billion annually to 
in^ement by the year 
20 (j 0. the growth of world^ 
population would be bri-* 
dl^. The U.N. estimates 
that by the year 2015 the 
world population would 
have grown to 7.27 billion 
people up fiom the current 
5.67 billion. If the imple- 
mentation fails, num- 
ber is estimated to be 7.92 
billion. 

Scientists testifying at the 
conference said ^ current 
consumption rates in the 


Western hemisphere and 
uncontrolled ^pulation 
growth in the developing 
world along with onmea- 
sur^ exploitation of the 
environment could create a 
major euviTOumetital catas- 
trophe worldwide and 
change life as we kzx>w by 
the next century. 

Women delegates to the 
nine-day conference, 
attend^ by some 12,000 
representatives fiom gov- 
ernments and non- 
governmental agencies said 
they bad won a partial vic- 
tory. 

"They used to laugh at us 
when we talked about gen- 


dinated the non- 
governmestal organisation 
(NGO) caucus.” We’ve 
taken a very conservative, 
male-dominated demog- 
raphic^ly controlled field 
and we’ve really helped 
shift their thinking and 
understanding of our issues 
and our lives.” she added. 

One French male dele- 
gate to the governinental 
caucus backed Ms. Davis 
and he told reporters: 
“Someone described this 
conference as being about 
the 'education of women' 
and the re-education of 
men’ ... and I think they 
are righL” 

But not all partidpants 
were so positive about the 
dialogue between NGOs 
and governments. A group 
of mostly Asian women 
protested is front of the 
governmental caucus Mon- 
day protesting the confer- 
ence’s outcome and focus. 

"There cannot be repro- 
ductive health for women 
who don’t have food or 
medidne,” said Kaplana 
Mehta, an Indian member 
of the women’s caucus, as 
she led two dozen demon- 
strators. 

Many delegates fiom the 
Third World complained 
that finance and aid will 
guide much of the success 
^ the plan of action wUcb 
they bdieve is partially im- 
po^. 

“The West can pressure 
on oor governments to app- 
ly the plan of action but the 
West has to help pay it. If 
those two steps aren’t 
taken then we were here to 
talk and take no real ac- 
tion,” said one delegate ! 
fiom the Third Worid. 


Jordan, Israel end talks 


(CoDlutoed fi^on page 1) 


Half of this lengthy session 
will be held at the Jordanian 
side and the other half at the 
Israeli side of the Dead Sea, 
he added. 

In reply to a question con- 
cerning the fonnatioD of a 
Jordan! an-Israeli-Palestinian 
joint committee. Dr. 
Muasber said that the prop- 
osal originated with the 
Israelis, no final agree- 


ment had been reached yet. 

But, be added, the future 
stage requires fiom the tbee 
sid» to reach a formula on 
jmnt coordination on issues 
that are of direct impact on 
their respective interests. 

Dr. Muasber said: “We do 
not expect rapid progress on 
the outstanding issues list ed 
in the agenda concerning wa- 
ter and borders, but the con- 
cerned committee will pursue 
their meetings to finish their 
tasks." 


Hardliners stage strike 


(Continued from 1) 


General Command and Abu 
Mousa's. Fatah. They are 
among 10 Syria-based fec- 
rions opposed to the peace 
accord and the PLO's lead- 
ership. 

No violence was reported 
in the protest sit-ins involving 
a couple of hundred refugees 
fiom the camps of Beduwi 
and Nahr Al Bared north of 
Tripoli, Lebanon’s second- 
largest city in the norlb. and 
refugees and activists in 
Sidon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon. 


Last yem, a p^est by pro- 
Iranians in Beirut marking 
the accord’s signing led to a 
confix>ntation with troops, 
who killed nine protesters. 

Refugees who turned out 
for a one-hour sit-in outside 
the offices of the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) carried placards de- 
nouncing the autonomy deal 
as “humiliating'’ and the role 
of the Palestinian self-rule 
authority in Gaza and Jericho 
as “suspicions." 


more than million in the 
y? year of self-niJe. So far, 
httie of that has arrived. 

Norwegian offiaals, who 
invited donor oonntries to 
Oslo after the collapse of the 
Pans meeting, said th^ were 
hoping to prevent conten- 
tious issues such as East Jera- 
sdem from coming up in 
Tuesday’s talks between Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat. 



Peres, 

Arafat 

meet 

(Co ntin u ed frmn 1 ) 

Palestinian budget, Mr. Peres 
replied: “No. It was agreed 
cl^ly donors would contri- 
bute for foe inmlementation 
of Gaza and Jericho (pro- 
jects)." 

The Israeli foreign minister 
said aid to East Jerusalem 
would not be stopped, but he 
would not permit it to be 
adminbtered by a Palestinian 
au^rity. “They don’t have 
jurisdiction,” be add^. 

Donors have promised ab- 
out S2.5 billion to help boost 
the peace process, including 


humiliating workers. Geragg. 
Wadie, manager ci a 
ture company called Sa^ 
Mobilier loternaiiog^ 
(SMI), could be banned fiog 
returning to Vietnam fion 
holiday in France after ton- 
ing workers into whm the 
local press have describetfai 
"shazneftil acts,” reports ^ 
Monday. Mi. Wadie alifjg fuf 
ly made three workms m 
their heads between hu 
thighs to seaich for cineim 
tideets that he was giving out 
as rewards for good work. 
The jokes did not go donn 
well as one of foe meet nea 
redgned and complained 10 
city authorities about die 
treatisent. Police and mdoin 
in ite city are now deman. 
ding be be banned fiom te- 
turning to Vietnam. ^ 1 
another occasion he all^edh 
made a worker at foe Ho CU 
Minh C3ty factory sfoo hid 
assembled a piece of fond- 
tore upside-down stand oa 
his head as a pnmshmeitt. 
Newspapers in Saigon, 
have been following the stiaj 
with a relish reserved fa 
cases involving fOrdgnos, 
have accused Wache of humi- 
liating his staff and have d^ 
manded action against liini. 
Wache insists it was all Jos 
innocent fun. 

Lions maul 
bible-clutching 
intruder at zoo 

LONDON (AFP) — A mm 
was mauled and critically in- 
jured by three lions at the 
London Zoo after he scaled a 
20-foot (seven metre) feact 
and climbed into tbm den 
dutching a Bible, zoo o& 
dais said. The man, adiM- 
fied and in his early 2(k, was , 
evacuated by heficopter to a 
hospital where he was VesaaA 
in stable but critical cooditira 
after emergency suigery far 
chest injuries. “Tte Hons 
were bolding foe unfbitimate 
man,” said senior zoo CDiamr 
Simon Tonge. "One bad hm 
by the ne^ and the two 
younger ones were biting hk 
legs." “He was conscsom, be 
wasn't screaming. I snpposB 
you would say be was wri- 
thing on the ground, obvioas- 
ly in some pain,” said hfi. 
Tonge. “There’ was some 
blood.” “We greatly regret 
foe incursion today and the 
injuries suffered by this 
man,” said zoo Dire^ Jo 
Gipps. “Security is as tight as 
is reasonably possible, 
However, if an individual is 
suffideotly determined, be or 
she may succeed in breadnu 
our endosures,” be sakC 
”We take every step possMe 
to ensure that animfll endo- 
sures protect foe public fmo 
what we must remembet me 
wild animals.” 

Hug your children, 
it heipsthemgro^ 
specialist 

LONDON (R) — Hng JOB 
duldren if you want tfam to 
grow tall, a top British chiki 
specUdist advmed Tuesd^- 
mfessor Charles Brook said 
children who do not fed 
loved produce less growth 
hormone. “Lack of nnrtoiu^ 
seems to aftect cfaildrais 
abi^ to produce tire 
hormones to grow prop^ 
ly,” he told felkw sdeatists 
at a conference. 

Hong Kong to 
lose queen's 
birthday 

BEUING (AFP) — DWw^ 
Hong Kong royalists wantiiy 
to celebrate Queen EHzab^ 
IPs birthday will teve to do 
so at work after 19^, fbQo^ 
ing China’s decision Toesdtf 
to rfoolish "colonialist” (mb’ 
lie holidays when it 
over foe British coloify- 
decision was ma^ by ^ 
Cultural Affairs Panel of Om 
Hong Kong Prelimio^' 
Working Committee — ** 
up to oversee foe 1S197 ha^ 
over of sovereimty — 
also ruled out foe coatiim^ 

use of emblems and nam^m 

public organs "with * v 

onialist tinge.” While I' 

Kong residents will oontmv 
to enjoy the ensfing 17 oa]p ' 
of pubfic holidays 
those holidays “smadang ^ 
ookmialtem, such as the bin"* 
day of the British 
must be abolished, ^ 
panel said in a stafety^ 

carried by the offidal Xiobv 

News Agency. 
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